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In the middle of Donald Trump’s first year as president, the anonymous 4Chan user Q
emerged, professing to have insider knowledge of the president’s “real”’ plans. Feeding
into deep state conspiracy theories, Q claimed to decode the tea leaves for a growing
number of faithful followers, explaining how Trump was just pretending to join the swamp
to drain it. Some QAnon devotees fell so hard, they drove hundreds of miles to storm the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, believing they needed to save the nation from Joe Biden.

While the J6 rioters received their promised pardons this week, Q is howhere to be seen,
largely because we have come to learn we don’t need anyone to decode Trump — he is
a man who largely follows through on his wildest utterances and wasted no time this
week inking his name across executive orders dreamed up in conversative think tanks,
fueling his critics’ worst nightmares.

Amid a headline-worthy cold spell, Trump signed a slew of day one executive orders
withdrawing the nation from the World Health Organization and the Paris Climate
agreement, designating cartels as foreign terrorists, declaring a national emergency at
the U.S.-Mexico border, pausing the TikTok ban for 75 days, freezing all pending
regulations and killing the federal government’s diversity and inclusion programs. [Ryan
Knappenberger, Benjamin S. Weiss, Kelsey Reichmann]

While the Mexican government called for calm, lawmakers in the Republican-controlled
U.S. Congress poured gasoline on the fire, advancing a controversial immigration bill and
pressing forward to confirm the president’s Cabinet nominees. [William Savinar,
Benjamin S. Weiss]

State attorney generals and civil rights groups proved ready to challenge Trump’s initial
attacks on immigration, trusting the courts can — and will — check the former CEO’s
ever-growing tests of the executive branch’s power. The first of many federal judges to
review Trump’s wistful orders issued a speedy injunction reinstating birthright citizenship,
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at least for now. [Ryan Knappenberger, Erik Uebelacker, Monigue Merrill, Kendra Leon

Barrionuevo]

Americans have long asked for a president who lives up to his campaign pledges, and
here he is, promising to lead the nation on a wild, if predictably derailed, bullet train ride
through the next four years. Pour yourself a cup of covfefe, catch your breath, and read
on for the Courthouse News you may have missed this week.

— Amanda Pampuro

Here's what else happened in court this week:
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The full Colorado Supreme Court declined to free five elderly African elephants housed at
the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in Colorado Springs after determining the state's habeas
corpus statute only applies to humans. [Monique Merrill]
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» The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor sought warrants for two Taliban
officials over crimes against humanity stemming from the Islamic group’s subjugation of

women. [Molly Quell]

» The Fifth Circuit debated whether Louisiana can require the Ten Commandments to be
displayed in every public classroom in the state. [Gabriel Tynes]

» Whether or not Republicans currently have control of the Minnesota House of
Representatives is now in the hands of the state’s Supreme Court following oral
arguments over what qualifies as a quorum. [Mark Wasson]

» The Supreme Court agreed that an Oklahoma woman called a "slut puppy" in court
deserved review of whether unlawful gender stereotyping put her on death row. [Kelsey

Reichmann]

» A repeat robber and viral dirt bike rider told the Third Circuit he never planned to shoot
a pharmacist in a narcotics stick-up. [Jackson Healy]



https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZAIBzrFtvRiBM8n5SseiR7awRnkAyESvWNhBl6rpno2vgZRmsQ1OXx3XksCKcQXKGeHpIJE-2FEG1L7YPK-2B1RpOZ9VZ7eh5TA38BR01ImT5NiHGR8OG3AOmVlvdwsvAbJ7qo-3DEZwl_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8o7OzOQo0LEGkR47cS0U-2FqXTdKVqho5Zdo0X1UM9FC96PAKNdg-2FyL85t-2BMjtX-2FK3mSee79-2BN18dxpvvQ1C5zJP4NyaMTydt7lMVF9aFcIkuLG3qAa8gV0pggD4K4Kk4WVA-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgeqepdjoO3MA7fiMC-2F4Gy6nNoMHj-2B4-2BfFwY8zij6hLYlZlG5_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8oFnlEDm-2FS5YNNmE28q9eh4sNpNa-2BWRJwbTjLrpG9cG9LS9YmfsUXZBGWTHwtFxR6SaWdYWxGyya40mpMQ2-2BgpUcetgkLbHgj-2BFtgwQdaA8bu-2F2x9l1Wj-2BjwyswR4FPw-2FA-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZBDwrAMHhRd6i8YpHOgtSTLYY0vnRfpcRHM3nA-2FcrhbGaBYZE5nzWF90JWDYGrv2eWxeb-2BcRX7JzShp8qkcPnC2R5ULVsWjqh1B7ko5I5vdtQ-3D-3D94Pv_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8tKVDbWpIVHmhUkCSZgwtvZ3TSDAjyUuWZeFPwXGk8A8ecrdRffwHZY06Tj68J4qEeLFV0srfBCo40OT-2BWwFcq1wFXKeWvrx-2BGjlUeWw4Mqe5k-2Fkcnka6ehs8-2BduZqFJPA-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgZ5c4eea3CjFUtFqTWFxVQrRh2eCJnsmFpEBI6p-2BxACZ4Vo3_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8mbecJmVKjooNMHCRKSf7l7J9Bz6ZPFJ8rB9bgygPGCS6iotxijXvC0v-2BLo9xM44UC-2F9FUD33ZhnApZYYHpXNaPek-2FUZ20k0n5PpPIpHMlBvBykWoDrBDG23q5Mza4LvvQ-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZBSZKI7FYKaDIHiGq8sRP1cc7eK-2FEVuaQsKeWVl2cd-2BsuajYZwnEyBeqcZw4hepikIPag2npFfuO5UwkoppKRNMZtms2HSXhMBhFPV1W5phkA-3D-3DJKg8_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8oct4og1lrnWpYLVuvhLqHFsa10pzdOBB8BTjmzsqym-2BpdmxhC0-2FFi-2FJSzUyYrrODzzsOJF9yy98f5pyMV-2BacOUuqVbuba1J1MHVSGQ8Gch1WU4m2h4ydHkKfq3F4r1ijw-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZCb14QRBnQkpx-2FhUVypR5JWn0EToFqA-2F2BM5vy8hOs3MA-3D-3DuErl_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8sgS0FIxFicF9JZvHzb2SDrlwnW8HLIWp-2FaRpS62TwSb9PG6YBpli2PkleZeQaglH7sGV29hjLmBCnQbbNMTEkRntFhvFCEJ0gL5unBR27FGMRBQVE7Xh-2Bh7CbYBJ0CxTQ-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZDNgmGDcCZpjA1EJlUcW1a-2Ftxj6j778uETSBbWvFTc9h4xdHxNpReN4XpCwet-2F8Y-2Fu0cxXzwkODvyxBqKELzx8O4AsKEL1rmi4Mtff7u9cBUBgdzMtkN7yvCEP606FNXXwmJbftN1k5LoMFtfunhLP7Ex0P_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8nDX-2FZX7RFLwBjX43cYIK3Ur8EjBn7we-2FoMY5GHNtAiYu5YwTpmrXnVgigLhsss6HzAxlo4GfobnhcSVhpW8DW4DjwSWfT4HqGTlAkgyAWi9i1gZXZW1OtLh2URIISyqIQ-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgacj8ZpWgw90huI1l7pe47ZBE00Oi9-2FxihSlWPpTxDFBlgMr_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8lto13XLvGVM3SLVG7CqZP0BMqlWmPSOlmpaZBWDK1-2BKXNw-2FNRURDbLhrcHD9MFXmrGLjss3mB58e-2BTuMtJ1-2BVmH9uTqSvaMdqQGgTPePYOY6T4umgQRO3WTx-2FAAvmxseA-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgacj8ZpWgw90huI1l7pe47ZBE00Oi9-2FxihSlWPpTxDFBlgMr_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8lto13XLvGVM3SLVG7CqZP0BMqlWmPSOlmpaZBWDK1-2BKXNw-2FNRURDbLhrcHD9MFXmrGLjss3mB58e-2BTuMtJ1-2BVmH9uTqSvaMdqQGgTPePYOY6T4umgQRO3WTx-2FAAvmxseA-3D-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZCPfukjzEeST1MVNyIS7r7wyRJjNH-2BuMEt-2F2PCw5WR8H5UIpxMlSRFwWEY-2BOt8AfbrzvySJJEQhXZpx47APl0BNw2iHUeWJ0J-2FxgHUnvCmH7Gp6YRVN0-2F3RebXk6VNebQFvWIFbpFZNSGinnqa1elXeD2SMlZkH-2FhrO5yFQVaEHsw-3D-3DYGTY_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8gBt78Bq0C9f-2BRGtsy3k6YZOmuAO9XmaLYemkDESG-2BAS6KnqxOKuRrfXrtETE-2FUrPSLMhwSodpFCv5rQcPk8-2BvN-2Fg1ydB5KYNu9CKa1PTlQ69kEr2e4MNKAFbltWt0-2FQC7oZsExlCR8TqyoRc90-2BMNk-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgRGnOLjJ3QHBOdTE5FgWk8TT0j9uPfYiyLyQr-2Bh8030QdmkU_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8k-2BO-2BwR5NPT2cTNkW4VNQjtlsd7mDg46oUTod3y4znsJhAIfSPXuvXcmEr8JnSneH4xtJpqc8FdNfqtokc-2BldGNNoCxu7bC7rcV54Q1nXJjwbUS6gkqst7tsHMw6OttnuAEdfioRxtX-2BwhaT0ZuE-2FJE-3D
https://u19462302.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.JVLtztQTwcxvl2NG6BkVgVHVB9lraou8wtUXtV3DHZA42GwJk4DEQt71iwRTdiJ5HAtzM0bFXUAw7B06WT44JtIxVirF2SfauTO0q1g6MyjuSiH4gf51AmuddfGE1R0GUnCUZh93JXaihwm5RW7KHdV1egE8oGLBdRKyWYbWDYA-3DohUd_zFioVhPNaBqsE6c6eln3WxD-2BfOH7b15mhn4HbKslh4jAZG8pqcy6ElTXenGquCzLL1pYdzpyPxMqy0yVOMWtVqlQA0jKQIx7eabRcTONwcMBT-2BhoCgJpi3gJe7SZ-2BK-2BBILDT-2Blka4MLmPCtSL9xV8mCjqKCGxckT2HaeO2vVbYgYb7EIj-2Fps7juNddC3W3ZGOMKAM-2FcsoejkwKSXRYyKKgiDpx93Jym0yMD68je030ossA25c5951HqYTB3W8zh-2FEzBMIDV5982X8zDfNKAK8YBFziS20bPlkuG-2BJo-2FMpHo-3D

The U.S. Navy must face claims that its Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility near Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, violates the federal Clean Water Act even as it is in the process of
defueling and shutting down the massive, underground facility. [Edvard Pettersson]

Top 8: What you've been reading

1. Senate Dems demand DOJ, Pentagon turn over info on FBI nominee Kash Patel

2. Fifth Circuit declares DACA illegal but leaves program in place for current
recipients

3. CNN loses in Florida defamation case

H

NY attorney general reaches $1 billion settlement with defunct cash advance firm
over ‘predatory’ loans

Trump poised to relocate Space Command to Alabama

Ninth Circuit upholds minimum wage requirement for detained immigrant workers

Supreme Court lifts pause on Corporate Transparency Act

® N o o

Justin Baldoni files $400 million suit against Blake Lively, Ryan Reynolds amid ‘It
Ends With Us’ clash
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While Colorado cited Rahimi, a gun rights group stood on Bruen to ask the 10th Circuit to
revive its challenge to the Centennial State's ghost gun prohibition on making and owning
unserialized firearms. [Amanda Pampuro]

Rulings on our radar A8

» Eastern District of New York: A federal judge recited Sam Foss’s poem “The Calf’s
Path," in awarding more than $571,500 in fees, costs and expenses after finding the
district’s ranges for attorney hourly rates excessive even after adjusting for inflation.

» Northern District of Texas: A Dallas-area man charged with selling marijuana when
he was actually in possession of legal hemp lost his wrongful arrest lawsuit because he
was indicted by a grand jury, therefore shielding the officers from suit.
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» Fourth Circuit: A driver’s lawsuit was rightfully tossed since police had a reasonable
interest in safekeeping his belongings to prevent him from walking past the Pentagon
with his guns, a grenade and tactical gear.

» Eastern District of Louisiana: Two white managers at a Louisiana dairy distribution
firm will face a conspiracy claim brought by a Black delivery driver who says the
managers fired him after he reported a manager promoting their racial slur-spewing
friend.

If the state of the nation has you pining for distant pastures, come along on this Sidebar
road trip with Kirk McDaniel through the world of secession from Greater Idaho to Jefferson,
movements shaped by the urban-rural divide as havens for political minorities.
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