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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MILWAUKEE COUNTY

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE,

Plaintiff,
Case No.: 24-CV-

CITY OF MILWAUKEE

FILED

11-04-2024

Anna Maria Hodges

Clerk of Circuit Court

2024CV008800

Honorable Michael J.
Hanrahan-04

Branch 4

ELECTION COMMISSION, Code No.: 30704, 30701, 30952

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF MICHAEL HOFFMAN

STATE OF WISCONSIN )

WAUKESHA COUNTY )

Michael Hoffman states under penalty of perjury as follows:

1. My name is Michael Hoffman, I am the Election Integrity Director for the

Republican National Committee ("RNC") for the State of Wisconsin.

2. As part of my duties I supervise volunteers who act as observers on behalf of RNC

at polling sites in the state, including the City of Milwaukee (the "City").

3. During the in-person voting period that was conducted in relation to the November

5, 2024 general election in the state I received reports from volunteer observers regarding the

number of observers that were being allowed to be present at various polling locations in the City.

4. It was reported to me that at three polling locations, the number of observers allowed

was arbitrarily limited during in-person early voting:

a. Serb Hall polling location;

b. Good Hope Library polling location, and

c. Capitol Drive Voting Center polling location.
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5. At the Serb Hall location, I was told that despite the fact that it is a facility designed

to serve up to 2,000 patrons at one time, only two observers were allowed access.

6. Similarly, at both the Good Hope Library and Capitol Drive Voting Center polling

locations, I was informed that space for observers was arbitrarily limited to a total of two and four,

respectively, despite the fact that the actual facility can accommodate far more observers.

7. I raised a concern with the Milwaukee Elections Commission about the limiting of

the number of observers through email to its executive director Paulina Gutierrez. IN an email dated

November 2, 2024 1 asked Ms. Gutierrez "[w]hat polling locations in Milwaukee have you

instructed Chief Inspectors, and/or do you expect Chief Inspectors, to limit observers to one from

each political party?"

8. Ms. Gutierrez responded to that inquiry by email the same day stating "I am not able

to provide a specific list of locations where we might need to limit observers to one person per

party; however, it may occur anywhere the space, access, number of voters, and other prevailing

circumstances would require it as a reasonable limitation."

9. Ms. Gutierrez had previously provided the following information regarding

"guidance" issued to chief inspectors in the City by an email dated Novermber l, 2024—

Hi — Below is the training guidance we provide to Chief Inspectors

regarding observers and space. As I'm sure you are aware — every

polling site is different — and how we plan for observers is dependent

on the size of the space, along with other factors which should always

be in compliance with the law

ChiefInspectors are instructed to establish observer areas within

3-8 feet of each receiving table and registration table. While most

of our polling places are large enough to accommodate a few
observers, there are a few that have very small voting rooms.
These ChiefInspectors will limit the number ofobservers to two

at a time, one from each political party.
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Dated this 4th day of November, 2024

Electronically signed by Michael Homman

Michael Hoffman

-3-


