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	Folks, it happened: The House voted Friday to expel George Santos, cutting short the federally indicted now-ex-congressman's first term repping New York's Third District, two weeks after a House Ethics committee report found he stole money from his campaign, duped voters and lied to federal regulators. 

In the 311-114 vote, the third attempt to oust Santos, more than 100 of the Long Island rep's fellow Republicans decided to give him the boot, breaking with GOP leadership including House Speaker Mike Johnson and Majority Leader Steve Scalise. Two Democrats, Bobby Scott of Virginia and Georgia's Nikema Williams, voted to keep Santos in office. 

Santos is only the sixth member of Congress to be expelled from the chamber. He joins a list of disgraced lawmakers that includes former confederates and a convicted felon. [Benjamin S. Weiss]

As he exited the Capitol, Santos' parting words to reporters summed up his feelings toward Congress and his overall vibe: "To hell with this place." 

Speaking of Republican leaders with sassy personalities who've sought to skewer their criminal charges as part of a "witch hunt," Donald Trump can be sued for the Jan. 6 Capitol riot, the DC Circuit ruled, dashing Trump's hopes of invoking presidential immunity. In the court’s view, a president’s campaign to win reelection is not an act of the office that can be shielded from lawsuits. [Benjamin S. Weiss]

Trump meanwhile stirred up more trouble in his Manhattan civil fraud trial. On Truth Social, he took aim at Judge Arthur Engoron's wife (who's not covered by a now-reinstated gag order) over anti-Trump memes posted by a Twitter/X account that, it turns out, didn't actually belong to her. The former president will be back on the stand Dec. 11 to testify in his defense. [Erik Uebelacker]

Keep reading for more Courthouse News. For some lighter fare, I might recommend story #2  [Kevin Koeninger] on this week's Top 8.

— Nina Pullano



		






	Here's what else happened in court this week:
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	Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, the first woman on the high court's bench, died Friday at the age of 93. She cast critical swing votes on major issues including abortion, affirmative action, sex discrimination and voting rights, and was know for her moderation, working to temper the reach of controversial rulings. [Kelsey Reichmann]



	» Capping a 12-year antitrust case against the nation's largest egg producers, Chicago jurors awarded $17.7 million in damages to Kraft, Kellogg's, General Mills and Nestle. In the preceding liability trial, which ended Nov. 21, the same jury found U.S. egg producers like Cal-Maine Foods and Rose Acre Farms conspired for years to artificially squeeze the domestic egg supply, thus inflating egg prices. [Dave Byrnes]



	» A federal judge blocked Montana from banning TikTok in the state, saying the ban likely violates the First Amendment, and seeks to stop a perceived national security threat, which "cannot serve as an important state interest" since the feds alone have authority in that domain. [Hillel Aron]



	» Iowa now faces two lawsuits over a new state law that has forced schools to remove books with LGBTQ+ themes, which state leaders labeled as pornography. Lambda Legal and ACLU Iowa blasted the law as unconstitutional, while New York-based book publisher Penguin Random House and a group of authors said removing their books and the "associated stigma" causes them personal and professional harm. [Rox Laird]
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	Trial began in Colorado against Aurora Fire Rescue lieutenant Jeremy Cooper and chief medic Peter Cichuniec, who are charged with manslaughter for administering a fatal dose of ketamine to 23-year-old Elijah McClain on Aug. 24, 2019. The 500 mg injection was well over the recommended dose for McClain's 143 pounds; he died three days later in a hospital. [Amanda Pampuro ]



		






	Top 8: This week's most-read stories
From across the Courthouse News website, including news from Capitol Hill, state legislative decisions and major research developments. 
1. Wisconsin judge bans absentee ballot spoiling
1. Ohio Supreme Court suspends attorney for flinging ‘feces-filled Pringles can’ from his car
1. ‘I will come for you:’ NYC judge reveals threats sent to his office after Trump’s online harassment
1. Supreme Court set to review if judges can be fired by the president
1. Second Circuit affirms bribery conviction for bank founder who solicited Trump cabinet position via loans to Manafort
1. Justices split over longer sentences for defunct drug charges
1. Baltimore city prosecutor convicted of federal charges
1. With ‘dark pleas,’ convicts face choice between innocence, freedom
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	Human rights lawyer Dániel Karsai, who suffers from ALS, asked Europe’s top rights court to strike down a Hungarian law which goes beyond banning euthanasia and also outlaws helping anyone travel to a country where they have the right to die. “Sooner or later, I will reach the point of meaningless existence,” Karsai, 46, told the seven-judge panel. [Molly Quell]



		






	ICYMI: New cases and rulings on our radar



	» Antitrust vs. Alphabet: SAN FRANCISCO — A federal court in California dismissed, with leave to amend, an antitrust lawsuit against Alphabet, the parent company of Google, over mapping services. Its competitors say Alphabet is being anticompetitive by selling its “Maps,” “Routes” and “Places” APIs in a bundle and not separately, and requiring customers to use only the Google mapping services and none from alternative sources.



	» Texas 'voting security' law struck: SAN ANTONIO — A federal court in Texas struck portions of a new state voting security law: The state may not enforce portions requiring voting officials to automatically reject mail-in ballots or applications based on errors unrelated to whether the voter is eligible to vote in Texas.



	» Tainted baby formula: CHICAGO — A federal court in Illinois partially allowed the mother of a child who died after drinking tainted baby formula to refile her complaint against the company that developed the formula, Abbott Laboratories. She is among dozens of parents whose children suffered necrotizing enterocolitis and died from drinking the formula.



	» Madison Square Garden drama: MANHATTAN — A New York appeals court upheld the denial of Madison Square Garden’s requested writ of prohibition based on its claim that the state liquor regulator exceeded its authority in moving to revoke MSG’s special on-premises liquor licenses. The move follows allegations the venue used facial recognition technology to find attorneys who worked for a firm that brought personal injury claims against the venue and its affiliates so they could be ejected from the premises.



	— Daniel Conrad



		






	Sidebar — a podcast from Courthouse News
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	School choice. Religious schools funded by taxpayers. Prayers in the classroom and on the football field. The separation of church and state is blurrier than ever... 

Unpack it all in the latest episode of Sidebar: Reading, writing, religion. New episodes drop every three weeks. Catch up wherever you get your podcasts. 



	



	Subscribe and listen: Apple Podcasts | Spotify | YouTube
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