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3) INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

4} NEGLIGENCE
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COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
COME NOW, This is a civil action for damages sustained by the Plaintiffs,
Antonic Moore & Yvette Carneli:

INTRODUCTION

1. This tort action seeks compensatory damages from Defendants for

violating various state laws in connection with the publishing, endorsing, and mass
distribution of the Harvard Shorenstein Center of the Harvard Kennedy School
product: “Disinformation creep; ADOS and the Strategic weaponization of breaking
news,” which occurred on January 18,2021,

2. The above referenced product contains allegations of Plaintiffy
engaging in widespread voter disinformation and suggestions of voter suppression;
Tgnoring Covid-19 and any potential impuct on African-Americans; Using their
platforms to discnfranchisc Black Americans from voting for Democratic caﬁdidate:s
at upcoming local and national elections; and implications of ties to Russian
Disinformation,

3. Not .Dnl}f was contrary information widely available to prove those

- allegations as false, but requests for retractions were ignored for over a year while

the authors nsed Harvard University and its established networks, credibility, and
influence to Defame the Plaintiffs causing general and special damages,

4, Harvard University as well as each individual Defendant and DC'ES 1-
100 failed its duty of reascnable care to ensure the truth and credibility of its

Publication to third parties these allegations against the Plaintiffs without concerns

for its accuracy or truth.
5. At all relevant tines, Plaintiff, Antonic Moore ("Plaintiff/Moore") was
an individual residing in the County of Los Angeles, California.

[2022.07.05] - Final verstow.docx 2
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6. At all relevant times, Plaintiff Yvette Carnell (“Plaintiff/Carnell™) was
an individual residing in the County of Dekalb, Georgia.

7. At all relevant times, Defendants listed and Does 1-100, are believed to
be residents of the County of Middlesex, Massachusetts.

8. Named Individual Defendants and DOES 1-100 are sued in their
individual capacity as well.

9, In doing the acts and failing and omitting to act as hereinafter described,
Defendants and DOES 1-100 were acting on the implied and actual permission and
consent of Harvard University.

1),  The true names of Defendants DOES 1-100, inclusive, are unknown
to Plaintiffs, who otherwise sue these defendants by such fictitious names, Plaintiffs
will seek leave to amend this complaint to show the true names and capacity of these
defendants when they have been ascertained. Each of the fictitiously-named
defendants is responsible in some manner for the conduct or ligbilities alleged
herein.

11, Atall times mentioned herein, each and cvery Defendant was the agent
of each and every other defendant and had the legal duty to oversee and supervise
the quality control, work product, conduct and employment of each and every
defendant.

Tort Claim Allegations

12.  Plaintiffs filed comprehensive and timely claims for damages against

all Defendantis listed and DOES 1-100 to be named later.
PARTIES
13,  The Plaintff, Antonio Moore, (“Plantiff, Moore™) as an individual

residing in Los Angeles, California.

[2032 137 .103] - Einal version.dacx 3
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COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
COME NOW, This is a civil action for damages sustained by the Plaintiffs,
Antonio Moore & Y vette Carnell:
INTRODUCTION

1. This tort action secks compensatory damages from Defendants for
violating various state laws in connection with the publishing, endorsing, and mass
distribution of the Harvard Shorcnstein Center of the Harvard Kennedy School
product: “Disinformation creep! ADGS and the Strafegic weaponization of breaking
news,” which occurred on January 18, 2021.

2. The above referenced product contains allegations of Plaintiffs
engaging in widespread voter disinformation and suggestions of voter suppression;
Ignoring Covid-19 and any potential impact on African-Americans; Using their
platforms to disenfranchise Black Americans from voting for Democratic candidates
at upcoming local and national elections; and implications of ties to Russian
Disinformation.

3. Not '-:ml}r was contrary information widely available to prove those

- allegations as false, but requests for refractions were ignored for over a year while

the authors used Harvard University and its established networks, credibility, and
influence to Defame the Plaintiffs causing general and special damages.

4. Harvard University as well as each individual Defendant and DGES 1-
100 failed its duty of reasonable care to ensure the truth and credibility of its
Publication to third pariies these allegations against the Plaintiffs without concerns
for its accuracy or truth,

5. At all relevant times, Plaintiff, Antonio Moore ("Plaintiff/Moore™) was

an individual residing in the County of Los Angeles, California.

[F022.07.05] - Final version. doex 2
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6. At ali relevant times, Plaintiff Yvette Carnell (“Plaintiff/Carnell”} was
an individual residing in the County of Dekalb, Georgia.

7. At all relevant times, Defendants listed and Does 1-100, are believed to
be residents of the County of Middlesex, Massachusetts,

8.  Named Individual Defendants and DOES 1-100 are sued in their
individual capacity as well,

9.  Indoing the acts and failing and omitting to act as hereinafter described,
Defendants and DOES 1-100 werc acting on the implied and actual permission and
consent of Harvard University,

10.  The true names of Defendants DOES 1-190, inclusive, are unknown
to Plaintiffs, who otherwise sue these defendants by such fictitious names, Plainti{fs
will seek leave to amend this complaint to show the true names and capacity of these
defendants when they have been ascertained. Each of the fictitiously-named
defendants is responsible in some mamner for the conduct or liabilities alleged
herein,

11,  Atall times mentioned herein, each and every Defendant was the agent
of each and every other defendant and had the legal duty to oversee and supervise
the quality control, work product, conduct and employment of each and every
defendant,

Tort Claim Allegations

12, Plaintiffs filed comprehensive and timely claims for damages against

all Defendants listed and DOES 1-100 to be named later.,
PARTIES
i3, The Plaintiff, Antonio Moore, (“Plaintiff, Moore™) as an individual

residing in Los Angeles, California,

|2022.07.03] - Final veraion.docx 3
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14, The Plaintiff, Yvette Carnell, (“Plaintiff, Carnell™) as an indiﬁidual
residing in Atlanta, Georgia.

15, The Defendant, HARVARD UNIVERSITY, (“Defendant, Harvard™) is
on information and belief a Massachusetts corporation with its principal place of
business zlit 124 Mount Auburn Street, 2** Floor, South Elevators, Cambridge, MA
at Middlesex County, Massachusetts.

16. The Defendant, HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL, (“Defendant,
Kennedy”) is on information and belicf a Massachusetts corporation with its
principal place of business at 79 John F. Kennedy St, in Cambridge, MA in
Middlesex County, Massachusetts.

17. The  Defendant, SHORENSTEIN CENTER, (“Defendant,
Shorenstein™} is on information and belief a Massachusetts corporation with its
principal place of business at 124 Mount Auburn Street, 2nd Floor, South Elevators
in Cambridge, MA in Middlesex County, Massachusetts.

18,  The Defendant, MOVEON, (“Defendant, MoveOn™) is on information
and belief a California corporation with its principal place of business at
1442 Walnut St 358 at Alameda County, California.

19. The -Defendant, Mutale Nkonde (“Defendant, Nkonde™ as an
individual residing in Brooklyn, New York. Listed Author of the Harvard
Publication.

20. The Defendant, Maria Rodrignez (“Defendant, Rodriguez™) as an
individual residing in Amherst, New York. Listed Author of the Harvard
Publication.

21. The Defendant, Leonard Cortana (“Defendant, Cortana’™) as an
individual residing in New York, New Y ork. Listed Author of the Harvard

Publication,

[2022.07.05] - Firel vergion.dacs 4
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22.  The Defendant, Joan Mukogosi (“Defendant, Mukogosi”) as an
individual residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Listed Author of the Harvard
Publication,

23.  The Defendant, Shakira King (“Defendant, King™} as an individual
residing in Chicago, [llinois. Listed Author of the Harvard Publication.

24. The Defendant, Natalie Martinez (“Defendant, Martinez”) as an
individual residing in Austin, Texas. Listed Author of the Harvard Publication.

25.  The Defendant, Ray Serrato (“Defendant, Serrato™) as an individual
residing in Los Angeles, California. Listed Author of the Harvard Publication.

26. The Defendant, Mary Drummer (“Defendant, Drummer”) as an
individual residing in Cleveland, Ohio. Listed Author of the Harvard Publication.

27. The Defendant, Ann Lewis (“Defendant, Lewis™) as an individual
residing in Washington, DC, Listed Author of the Harvard Publication,

28,  The Defendant, Mommin Malik {(*Defendant, Malik™) ag an individual
residing in Providence, Rhode Island. Listed Author of the Harvard Publication.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

29,  This Court has original jurisdiction pursuant to M, G.L. ¢. 212, § 4 and
¢.223A §§ 2 and 3.

30.  Venue is proper in this Court under G.L. c. 222, § 1. because

Defendants reside in this district, and all incidents, events, and occurrences giving
rise to thig action occurred in this County.
STATEMENT OF FACTS
Harvard and Disinformation
31. California based Attorney Antonic Moore began broadcasting on
YouTube and posting scholarly research to social media as well as personal opinions

centered around the Black Experience. Moore is a lifelong democratic voter.

[2022.07.0%] - Finel verzien. doax 5
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32. Living in America through the lens of & young Black Attorney in
search of the American Dream and the promise of a full United States citizen
expenience, Moore regularly posts ic soctal media since on or about 2013 (year) and
confinues through the date of filing.

33. Moore’s content (253 videos) has amassed over 12.4 million total views
cn YouTube.

34.  Carnell has a weekly show every Monday and Wednesday on YouTube
called Breaking Brown. Camell has amassed 17.8 million views on a total of 572
YouTube videos. Carnell worked as a Congressional aide to Democrats Senator
Barbara Boxer and Congressman Robert Marion Berry. Carnell is a lifelong
demeocratic voter.

35. Moore has written for the Huffington Post, VICE Sports, Fortune
Magazine, ESPN Undefeated, and more, on issues of race and politics.

36. Notable Projects featuring the Plaintiff include, the 2019 ADOS

| conference with Hiétﬂﬁcall}' Black College/University Simmong College of

Kentucky, the Angela Project with St. Stephens church of Louisville, and creating
the current energy for the national reparations movement, As ADOS co-founders

snmmqui nu FGE GF Kgu'ru:w PHE‘EENTﬁ }: Flaintiffs have traveled the

. WEST. LOUISVILLE!

; | country, engaging citizens in
F.RU { Ms discussions around race and
SOLUTIONS anunﬂnw FYVT{C W wcalth. Plaintiffs have led

TORIC: “BIDEN & THE FI.ITI.IHE OF BLACK i AT 1
AMERIGA: SHOULD BLACK AMERICA mul tlple Clty wide  book
EXPECT CHANGE?"

WEDNESDAY, JAN, 6TH # 11:00aM EsT [ ~oadings 1 Louisville
FERTURING: i

41 yveTECaknEw l Kentucky. Titles include “Color

’ 7  cfemoyolloopiosmnE{iemapoeRpmea f o |
| 1 g +ANTONIGMOORE :

mll: 1 M G P, F-TIT-RI'MUHPWIMIRI nmmmnl;ls A :m

j.nmymmu-rﬂ'.[ i of Law,” “Color of Money”

among other book fitles.
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Plaintiff also partnered with Democratic congressman John Yarmuth, a cosponsor
of the CARES aci to discuss and address Black agenda items.

37. ADOS or American Descendants of Slavery is & term created by

Yvette Carnell and Antonio Moore in or around late 2017. ADOS has been heavily
in social media 2018 to present around the hash-tag #ADOS.

38. Part of the purpose of the ADOS movement is to provide opportunity
and growth for a body of politics that focuses primarily on Black Americans who
descended directly from United States Slavery and the Jim Crow Era.

39, In February of 2019 an ADOS logo was designed by Moore and
Yvette Camell and published as was a website under the domain ADOS101 .com.

40. ADOS and #ADOS are the direct expression of the work product in
form of shows and articles written and produced by Antonio Moore and Camell over

the course of nearly a decade. The two created the concepts from their work on

‘wealth inequality, lineage, and more. ADOS is their voice and reputation expressed.

41. On February 22, 2019, Plaintiffs hosted Democratic presidential
candidate Marianne Williamson on Moore’s show to discuss the upcoming
November 2020 election and Democratic party voting Strategy. The show was filmed
at DASH studios, broadcasted live on Moore’s YouTube channel, and has amassed
33,000 views and counting.

Voter Disinformation Facts

42. On October 4, 2019, Plaintiffs held the inaugural ADOS conference.
Historically Black College/University (HBCU) Simmons College of Kentucky in
partnership with §t. Stephens church a black church in Louisville, Kentucky hosted
the conference. The event featured Democratic Congressman John Yarmuth,

Democratic Presidential candidate Marianne Williamson, and Dr. Cornel West.

12022.07.0%] - Final vermion.docx T
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43, Plaintiffs stated the national position for the ADOS movement was to
be active in voting in the 2020 election. Plaintiffs also made clear the strategy was
to vote down ballot Democrat if the agenda items |[ADOS] set forth were not
addressed.

44, According to the New York Times, over 1,000 people

attended this national conference.! The New York Times sent a rcporter and
photographer across country to attend the inaugural ADOS conference,

43, All conference guest-lecturers were left leaning progressives, with both

John Yarmuth and Marianne Williamson being part of the Democratic Party,

46, The goal of the conference was to leverage the position of Black voters

and to secure commitments from the eventual presidential nominee.

47, Down-ballot Democratic voting strategy consists of voting

Democrat across the vofing options while leaving the presidential choice open. Said
strategy allows Black voters to leverage their power as the base of the Dermocratic
party without handing their votes to the Republican party, nor abstaining from the

election process.

! Stockrnan, Farah "Decipharing ADOS: A New Secial Movement or Gnline Trolle?" New York Times
11372019 hitps S wytimes com/20 1891 dreader-pa nter's eve ry-degoendants-ados. htmi
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48.  On January 19, 2020, ABC News covered the ADOS movement.?

In the national piece, the article clarified the ADOS movement, Antonio Moore, and
Yvette Carnell collectively and individually advocated voting for the Democratic
Party. The article stated “ADOS is also intent on sending a controversial message
during the 2020 elections, which it pushed during the October conference --
proposing a strategy of voting down-baliot Democrat unless the Democratic
nominee advances what Moore cally a ‘black agenda.'™

49. Harvard and the papers authors were fully aware of the aforementioned

ABC news articie. Accordingly, Defendants were on notice that ADOS, Carnell and
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Moore's position was in support of the Democralic party.

article. Defendants knew the purpose of the voting down-ballot strategy proposed

50.

" ABCNEWS ARTICLE

!

ATOF is also leent on sendlng a
controversial message duelng the 2024
clections, which 1t puahed during the
Cctober conferance - proposing 4 strategy
of votlog davn-ballot Demaocrat uniess the
Democratic nominee advances what Moore
calls a "black agenda” -- a tacrie that ar least
one Pew Research study suggests hielped

alTect the outcome in 2016, and the election
of Republican President Donald Tramp.

And iFs 3 movethat nuns counter to
Demagrat-led efforts to protect voters”
tights, particularly of histarically
dfsenfranchised proupslike Rlack
Americans. TTouse Democrals recently
passed legislation that would share up

voting rights and reduce gerrymandering.

120 ABC News Arlole states the
ADOS poaition waz Down Ballol Diemocrat

Indeed, the Harvard Disinformation Paper cited to this same ABC news

* Wi dorument how the ADOS
network leverages Black identity and breaking
news o implichly or explicvitly support seti-
Black politicul growps and conses,
strrtogicnlly disvouraging Black wotors fioem

woting for the Demecratle paroy.

® The ADOS pebyork bad remainoed Javgely
silent abour the impact of the nowel
rronavitus oo Back communities,

undermining its claims to priovitize the

HARVARD PAP
L = gi"-"L" LE1SE [LATLLE ETXEF, Ul'-‘i'iﬂ-& ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂg[ﬁﬂs

mezhed of corbining [epitimate grievances
alatg whith slight; fuctual distortions and
reinterpretations of breaking newws events
thar cuhninate in a contradistory worldview,
at adde with the intereyts the worldviow

PUrparts to support.

13 Harvard Misinlormeation Paper stales AROS
discouraned Black veters from voting for the Demogralic party

* Lynn, Setare “Controversial group ADOT divides Mack Arericans in fight for sconomic equality”, ABC Mows 0171572020
litipsfaboews. ko .conuT IS ey plmversial-aroup-od os-divides-black-americans-£i pht=-coonamic'siory 2 id=t6 B3 650
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by Plaintiffs was to advance a Black agenda, Despite this knowledge, the
Defendants frandulently reframed the Plaintiffs’ position as “discouraging Black
voters from voting for the Democratic Party” to purposefully depict Plaintiffs
inaccurately. Defendants purposefully omitted Plaintiffs’ actual position,

51. In this same ABC article, Plainti{fs further clarified ADOS’ vision is
inclusive in that it would benefit all black people, not just ADOS. Despite citing
this exact ABC News article, the Harvard Kennedy School ignored and omitted key
facts.

52. Defendants Disinformation paper contained an oppositional and
unsupported position, which included insinuations of Russian disinformation and
claims of xenophobia. Defendants had no evidence to support such claims,

53. The effect of Defendants’ purposeful omissions has allowed readers to
create their own inferences based on Harvard's frandulent misrepresentations
becanse of Harvard’s repufation. Because it 1s Harvard, readers would likely infer
truth or at least due diligence on the part of Harvard.

54. As illustrated in the below block quote from the Harvard
Disinformation Paper on ADOS, the authors broadly discuss background on Russian
disinfermation and tie it to ADOS and Plaintiffs. Defendants claim thatitis “ratural
to suspect” ADOS of being propped up by Russian activity. Further, the citations
used fo support this allegation {Alba 2020 or Ward et al 2020) do not make any

mention or reference to ADOS.
Russian campaigns are likely indifferent to whether they help or hurt

Black Americans, although the involvement likely helped a struggle
for justice in the 1930s but hurt Black Americans in 2016. It is then
natural to suspect ADOS of being propped up by Russian activity like
similar campaigns in 2016 (Alba, 2020; Ward et al., 2020).

[2022.07.05] - Final version.docx 10
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35, On June 20, 2020, lead author of the Harvard Kenned}* School ADOS

paper was published.

Try this sita b’ starl pashing i to help
recple get inlormed, bakcioadecin

Put inyour adclress then press [[Reseacch
ballot 1o gal information an all carddales
ar propositions in s statc}) Chood it
oul.

CLILETIES

Every candidate
1 and referendum,
{ explained,

Yir il pIpE R
CETE T by

05 PR 1QHIZT - Tedene dy [Slap-

L&D awdals 350440 Cadas 245 ik

Disinformation paper, Mutale Nkonde, spoke at Stanford Center on Philanthropy
and Civil Society (Stanford PACS) in a Stanford PACS presentation. In her
presentation, Defendant Nkonde stated the position of ADOS and Plaintiffs was to
vote down ballot for specific demands. Nkonde’s presentation and acknowledgment

of ADOS strategy occurred a full six months before the Harvard Disinformation

56. On October 4, 2020, one month
before the 2020 Presidential election Plaintiff
Moore tweeted a ballot explainer to inform Black
Americans generally and ADQOS Tollowers more
specifically about local, state and national voting
options nationwide. This online “explainer” broke

down all elections nationwide and is pictured to

the left.

- SO0 Twared by-ADCS oundor
Alonio Moore pravoding Ealial quides

COVID-19 Disinformation Facts

57.  Directly contrary to the claims of the Harvard Disinformation Paper,

| 20022 57 23] - Firnl verdioo.dacx

Moore was among the first in the Black community to distribute responsible and

accurate information about COVID-19.
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58. On PFebruary 28, 2020, Eurweb, a black media site with hundreds of
thousands of followers covered Antonio Moore’s show entitled “Coronavirus
{COVID-19) Explained — How to Make Sure You're Prepared.” * This coverage

occurred neatly one year prior to the publication of the Harvard Disinformation

@ Rashidhelike @Rashidbelike - Mar 12, 2020

That feeling you get when you actually llstened to @tonetalks &
@BreakingBrown o now your family got water, N95/3M masks 2 hand

Genearators, first U.Ss.

Paper and one

month after the

#Coranavirus #Covid18 Explained - How to make sure you're prepared. laboratory-
youtu. be/th8AAXUF/IA via @YouTube

contirmed case
7 of COVID-19

in the United

T T

States,

59. The ‘Coronavirus Explained™ video has over 21,000 views. Plaintiff
Moore discussed COVID-19 concerns specifically for the African American
comumunity. Plaintiff also implored people to be safe and explained how to prepare
responsibly,

60. The show was among the [first in the Black community to report on

COVID-19. In the video Plaintiff referenced information from scientist at the time

as reported on NPR, The Guardian, and Slate among others.

* Evepub "FATCH: Cormmvtrus [Coid-d3) Explained — How o Uake Sure You v Frapared. * Burweh 0242020
hfips.tfeuresh.comd 202002/ 28 wach-corony inug-ruvid- | 9-explained-b now-jo-make-Sur ey oure-prepas ed/
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61. The internal reviewer retained by Defendant Harvard specifically
referenced Moore’s “Coronavirus Explained” video when pointing to the flaws
contained within Defendants’ Disinformation paper.

62. This same video was further circulated on St, Stephen Church’s online
teievision network. S, Steplien Church is the largest African American Church in
Kentucky with over 15,000 members. St. Stephen’s used Plaintiff’s explanatory
Coronavirus video to inform their congregation about COVID-19,

piotin 63, On April 12, 2020, Antonio Moore tweeted
Thank yeu @kizzyphd for showing using the #ADOS and #Covid19 hashtag and continued

how Fados. Black America can lead ] . .
TN the fight agsinst #oovido., to mform the ADOS community and Black America

"Seientist Kizzmekia Corbett [eads

the way an COVID-19 vaceine vials  NOW o protect themselves against the threat of COVID-

with dediation and Fumeor’ Love to 19
g6t Up an Intesview: '

64,  On November 2, 2022, Plaintiff Carnell
tweeted to inform her audience the CDC Director
gt 1t : discussed the CD-"\*"ID Vaccine.

[H O L) 65. In Plaintiff Moore’s April 17, 2020

Tha warman leading COND-19 vaceire trisls 14
i 'not your sverege pachaet-praseclon jeicntise

" mbanpugcom _ _ show entitled “Due to Covid-19 Unemployment is

a-B6 P - 41220« Taither Anr iAhore

S Rising, the Stimulus is Late & Some May Not Get it At
T s All. Are we Prepared? ™ Plainiiff discussed COVID-
19 in detail. Plaintiff discussed the coronavirus stimulus roll out and the impact it
had on American families. Plaintiff Moore’s show was once again covered on the
popular Black media site, Eurweb.
60. On June 20, 2020, lead author of the Harvard Kennedy School ADOS
Disinformation paper Mutale Nkonde spoke at Stanford Center on Philanthropy and

Civil Soctety (Stanford PACS).

1 Burpuls "D fo Covid-19 Unrgiensicnt 5 Risiag, the Stimutus iz Lote & Sorre May Nof Get it A Al dve we Frapared? (WATTE " Eurck
0471120 hetpe: Meurweb. com 2020041 7/ dne-m-covid- 1 Y-pnemploy met-1g-rising- the -3t im 1 us- ja-lake g otre-1nay- 1ol eet-it-u t-a | |- we-
preparesd-wulch?

12022.07.0%] - Final vermion.docx 13
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67. In her presentation®, Nkonde shared her work on “disinformation
creep” — or the use of coronavirus disinformation to sow resentment and distrust of
government among Black communities, with the aim of reducing Black voter turnout
and further disenfranchisement of communities of color. Nkonde targeted ADOS
and specifically mentioned Plaintiffs, Moore and Carnell by name. Nkonde asscrted
ADGS and Plaintift directly participated in “disinformation creep.”

68. During this same June 2020 Stanford PACS speech, Harvard Kennedy
School Disinformation paper’s lead author Mutale Nkonde explicitly admitted she
knew the ADOS movement was ac'tij-.re in COVID-19 discussions prior to June of
2020. However, six months later on January 18, 2021 Nkonde purposefully and
fraudulently omitted all facts she knew of ADOS discussing COVID-19 when she

E3SAY SUMMARY

HARVARD PAPER

af tarcets Eam Twizcer aceounes Thar taed the
A0S hasktag, waing o cornbinotion of §34

thausand scraped owtete and 1,36 millon

. . IF ;

wm-ml nnrumuus [l!lW]lI '9] tovecrs froms the Tallier fiehosy, betaien
Explained - How 1o Make: Sure You'e Neverber 016 and Septeimber 2330,
mnﬂmu ' oy deenumnent lgaw the ADOS

netwwrh leverapes Blaek identicy and hrealdng
7% By Ewnun Febuumy 25,2020 nigwes e Linglicivly or explicitly support anti-
Black political groupy end caescs,
strategically diecouTaging Tack vorers froan

WoLine Feer thie Deriozmalic party.

The ADOS Rebaork baz reained Toygely
&l ezt bt the Lnpaet af the wavel
coronavirus on Black comansnirias,
utderniirdig ivs clainws to prioritize the
inborogrs of Blaek Ameylsns,

J-._.
GCaronaviris Euplaﬁ:!ned
"How to Pr&pare'-‘ e

e - method of combining legitinsre prlevanses

W pive the niune dishformrnon oTge o chis
i

“ATtOrmey ANtomo MOore diSCUSEes tha atosg wrch Slight ferual disturtions and

N . . L ull:rprl:'tanuns Ufl:m.nk.l.nn DoWE SvEntE
Caronavirus zka Covid-19 and how ta

2120 Eurwel Article Tonétalks Show-& ADOS group 12 Haward Misinformation Paper states ADDS.
discuss Covid and its lmpect on Black America  remainad largely silent about coronavius impagl on Blacks

1 Stanterd PACS “Frovecting the Block vose durdag Cavid 19 062002020 hiips,digicalinapact. joitaos t2cl-eiv 0-so¢ el y-prolecline-the-block-
yote-duting-covidl ¢

{2022,07.05] = ¥inul wversion .ducx 14

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES




FILER |PALMER, LLP

Suile 501
02 1.3

SN

=29 Eagl Deean Boulp
B
= Tnl.apEmnEla

—
B = U B 4 = N VT " PN R L

[a—

3z

A

o B o B o o T S S L e
o =1 oo oth e L b — O WD D0 ]

L5

[

published in the Harvard Disinformation paper that ADOS was “largely silent
about the impact of the novel coronavirus on black communities...”
Release Of The Document
69. OnJanuary 18, 2021, Harvard Shorenstein Center of the Harvard
Kennedy School published: “Disinformation Creep: ADCS And The Stratcgic

Weaponization Of Breaking News.” Ag part of their Special Issue on Disinformation
in the 2020 Elections.

70. The Aunthors are listed as: MUTALE NKONDE Center for the Study of
Ethnicity and Race, Columbia University, MARIA Y, RODRIGUEZ School of
Social Work, University at Buffalo, LEONARD CORTANA Tisch School of the
Arts, New York University, JOAN K. MUKOGOSI Liberal Studies, New York
University, SHAKIRA KING Al for the People, RAY SERRATO MoveOn,
NATALIE MARTINEZ MoveOn, MARY DRUMMER MoveOn, ANN LEWIS
MoveOn , MOMIN M. MALIK MoveOn, Guest-edited by Dr. Ann Crigler
{Professor of Political Science, USC) and Dr. Marion R. Just {Professor Fmerita of
Political Science, Wellesley College).

Undarstand the 1aaseurasy in your psper SHanand

FRerr 2y Schoal @Shorensicinte. fados was
digcussing Coranavings under Snnd18, Your aaner
1 f lilgraly doasn't pickupihese tweets bocausa thay uso
Mw the virug ahtzrnate nama. We cancellad aur Sl :
confarenca duc to Foond 18, S
T 1 . DH JEIHUEI'}’ 2 ]' Ll 2n2]‘ ) three aviiicin 16 nild oM ik nginn trecn, ST e e

Trereli, Woo LS mrteart R remalned SO0

days after the release of “Disinformation s e e e o the el

oty om uck coseniceitio,
. i I r clatag e if werds e
Crecp: ADOS And The Strategic s of ook e
| movevumtir  -satenm
| Etmleiceice ikt O, Cowre

Weaponization Of Breaking News,” | vestwwerommmr

L EHERTR O ) =
Plaintiffs and ADOS made informal

| Hghihe }
i_ _r._ g L . ———e ey T g

demands for refraction via Twitter. SOBFH - Jon 23, 2020 et 2 hon:

I:!-1.|'2,:].|‘21 T'n.'l:el-byﬁﬂﬂs cebaunder farlnrin i\inw{: r.q‘.'i*_-Ing D
Hnrvard Enrrdy Aphinl Sheenmato'n Cwilut fivd Horeadd of papor nsboumbios |

[2022.07.07] - Final versica.doat 15

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES




FILER|PALMER, LLP

e i gt

gl

244

et =] O o th e ] R e

— s
_ =

Suflg g1
M4l qr\dﬂm'ﬁm

ced
B

o ot

o A

Ardanle Maora
Eranitski

WATCH AND SHARE - @leaCube & &Tonetalks Talk T2 On ngmar}; 11 . 21 \ Plaintift
hdapting with President loa Biden & the Lintrotlyful

®Harvard @2horenstoinCtr @ennady_Schanl #ados i \ .
Research Paper - Watch Full Show Hare: MGGTE once Elgdl'ﬂ dEIMIdEd rctraction b}r

youtu, be/sLgG LY b

Harvard via his YouTube platform. The

show was covered by Black media sife
Eurweb,® And has over 33,000 views with
thousands more that watched and

interacted on the live chat,

-
041230 o B

DU Vst s et 73, Plaintiff Moore demunded

Ankans Woare of s mwewith loc Cto o
b Ydretealy Bu-oed, Shimaredds Caar, wtd Hanand

rlefidmbnimees . retraction again when he reposted his

show on Twilter and directly tagged Defendants in his tweet. Moore twested his
show to Shorenstein Center, Harvard Kennedy School, and Harvard and notified
them of the errors with the Harvard Kennedy School Disinformation paper.

74. On June 30, 2621, Plaintiffs formally requested a retraction. Said
retractton request was sent directly to Harvard Kennedy School’s Shorenstein
Center, of which, Hlarvard Shorenstein rccognized receipt in their internal review.

7

Further Instances of Disinformation

75. Despite the Plaintiffs expressing clear condolences for the passing of

Chadwick Bozeman the actor who played Black Paniher, the Harvard paper

referenced them as “silent on the actors passing.” On August 28, 2020, Moorc
tweeted on his passing saying “Deep condolences to his family for their loss, Black
Panther Star Chadwick Boseman dies of cancer at 43, Carnell also tweeted
condolcnces including the hashtag #ADOS. Despite this the Harvard ADOS

§ Cucpub “foe Ol & Tonefulns Tolk Meeting with Presidend Joe Bilon & e Unleuifiul Hurvornd Research Paper (WATCOR) " Q240 1122

htips Heurweb. comf202 1027 1ics-cube-tonstul ks-talk-meeting-with-presdent-joe-biden-Lthe-uotrulhfcf-harvand-researe h-paper-watch

T ADOS Foundation “Serear-Revewss o Bexpoase from the ADOS Auvocary Fowndation to Hurvard Eenmedy Schools Disin/rmeation veesp ™
06/30/2021 https:/fadesFoundation oremied ig/202 [O0/ATHS Hareard Rebuttal SmearRevicwed. pdf

[2022.07.05] - Vinal verstomclogx 14

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES




FILER |PALMER, LLP

il 501

ez

) Eazt Soman Boul

e —
I B e L e o

liopg Beap,

[ T T o A N o I o T e e e e
o N o W e I = TR = = N B o

Tesbaplyane [SAD) 05300

Antonio Magry Disinformation Paper directly

Frahoialks

attacked Plaintifts Antonio Moore

Deap condolences o his (amily for their
loss. “'Black Panther star Chadwick and Carnell passing off a tweet 4
Boseman dies of cancer at 437

days later and omitting this tweet.
The Disinformation Paper stated
“his passing on August 28, 2020,
barely registered in the ADOS

conversation” totally ignonng the

zli:l;.nﬁr:;o&cum August 28, 2020 tweet by Moore
that had 349 likes and the tweets by

TORAD PR - 2EIES20 - Teittar Toc thone

77 Rewweots 3 Cuote Twedls 349 Likes Carnell.
70. In and around
March 2021, Kamm Howard National Male Co-chair of NCobra and NAARC
commissioner appearsd as a guest on the show “Muwakkalli’s World,” N’ Cobra and
NAARC are preeminent Black
reparations movements,
77. The co-chair and commissioner relied on Harvard’s disinformation
paper and declared on a public platform that ADOS engaged in a disinformation
campaign with a primarily antiblack motive. ®

ienal N'COBRA 78. On June 30,

Fi!up-lf.flng o @ it ter§23 Granitron 222 sl 4 otliers 202 1 y R.’:Paraﬁ ons g].'U up
The #Reparations
Hashtag cult following has heen documented to be toxic

National N’Cobra, relving

without any refutation. ot -
R “ on the legitimacy of

Harvard, further circulated

11E2 A - EJS0/2T - Twitter for Android

LRV Tayoxs | by Hol e LT m: 1 L b G w1 peoy e U s om0 o By U o o] Barmpym o ANTE

 Muveakkciliz World "WHFTE prasouls Meawrkiffis Warld” $6:40 0352421 hitps:fwww. voulobe comdwalch Pe=phbvpdmS 100
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Harvard Disinformation paper; stating the paper proves ADOS and Plaintiff were
“toxic without ?‘eﬁtmfiﬂn.j’-

79. Harvard Kemnedy School ADOS Disinformation paper was used to
attack the ADOS movement and founders Yveite Carnell and Antonio Moore via
citation in a paper by the Council for the Development of Social Science Research
in Africa (CODESRIA).

80. Harvard Kennedy School’s ADOS Disinformation paper was taught by
Professor Francesca Tripodi in the University of North Carolina Class
“Disinformation and Sociery”!? in or around 2021.

81. At NO POINT prior to the publicaticn did any of the Defendants

contact Plaintiff about the article’s accuracy.

ADOS Disinformation Paper Review Facts

* Alwuwer, Jessicw Ann “Fhe Danper of ADOS: Hoy Disiaformation Campaiyes Threaldn Reparatians dand Pan-dfrican Movemens hrowgh
Digital Media® 2021 https-feoherent-commons. 53 amawonaws.comdarti Bera/arlifactimg/a 1 675b72- 6 8e-4376-hi 5h-
Qo0cTOtdS84d.pnr

W Tripudi, Fruneesea “Dvsimfbrmalion ard Soefefe” THC 2021

bt #fils une.edufconrses 202 1 _Fallfinlsad0_200/TS L 8%20500%0208y abust Fall%e20202 1 +Tripodl pdf

|2922.07.05] - Finel version.doex 1%
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. @) Derren Linvill @Derraslindl - [al 7, 2025

sgrea with yau on ths HKS plece.

RzEllyT How and when Qid [ oo tals? | had na reszon 1o basause [ actually

If | had possessed any kKnawlsd2s or intluence {and | had neithar) 1 waudld

have SeTually recammanded jscting the piscs,

Tk P o AR
o

David Lazer

Darven Liovill

m

DISTINGIMEHED PROFESSOR OF POLITRCAL
SCIEMCE & COMPUTER ARD INFORMATION
SCIERLCE

Nartheastery Urirersity

ASSDCIATE PROFERED
OF COMBMUNICATION

Clemran Unlversity

On July 7, 2021, Darren Linvell, a member of the Harvard Kennedy

School's Misinformation Review

Editorial Board, admitted via
twitter he would have
recommended  rejecting  the

ADOS disinformation paper.

a3,

2021 Harvard commissionaed an

In and arcund August

internal and
external review of the Harvard

Kennedy School ADOS

Disinformation paper in response to ADOS request for retraction.

84.

The internal review was conducted and submitted August 7, 2021 by

Alexer Abrahams, Ph.D., Data Scientist at the Harvard Kennedy School. In summary

he found:

In summary, while the rebuttal draws on some evidence from outside of

the study's data collection period, I generally find their (ADOS)

criticisms to be justified. The avgument by Nkonde et al 2021 appears

io rely enfirely on subjective interpretations of a handful of tweets

iweeted by the ADOS movement's founders, Yvette Carnell and Antonio

Moore, While these interpretative claims occur within an atmosphere

of scientific method and big data, the role of these data and methods is

never clarified, leaving the reader to wonder if they factored in at afl !

1 Abcahims, Alexei “Fetervend Review- Harvard Disinfornution Paper ' hitps Amisintgrevicw hkshgreard, cduiwp-

cuntentfunleads 2021712 4ntemal reyicw,pdf
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85. The external review which was submitted ten days later August 18,
2021 by Bruce Desmarais, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science, at Penn State.
University. Dr. Desmarais also found the Harvard Disinformation paper's authors
claims were unsupported.

86. Despite these August internal and external reviews, which illustrated
that retraction was necessary, Defendants waited an additional four months, until
late December to formally retract the paper, Defendants did so without any regard
to the continued damage to Plaintiffs’ reputations. Defendants chose to release the
refraction on Deccmber 20, 2021, when much of the media and many others are
occupied preparing for the Holidays.

87. Mutale Nkonde and other authors of the ADOS Harvard Kennedy
School Disinformation Paper cherry picked tweets to support a fraudulent and
baseless position surrounding Carnell, Moore and the ADOS movement, Defendants
omitied key facts from the ABC news article, which showed Plaintiffs and ADOS
were in support of the Democratic Party. Defendants omitted the Eurweb coverage
on Plaintiffs, which showed Plaintiffs informed Black Americans about COVID-19.

88. In or around August of 2021 authors of the Harvard Disinformation
paper drafted a collective response.'* The response repeated the paper’s errors and
added additional evidence, which demonstrated Defendants lack of understanding
regarding the underlying purpose and motivations of the ADOS movement.

89. In their response to the Shorcnstein commissioned internal and
external reviews, Defendants admitted that they did not leok beyond the cherry
picked tweets of Plaintiffs becanse it would take longer, “..we did not do a
systematic analysis of content here because it would have taken much longer, and

we prioritized making timely findings.”

2 Wkonde, Mutale of al. “Response o nternal & External Reviews” Sepiernber 2021 https iretrectivowatleh. comiwp-
eontentimloads 202 14 1 2 konde-ce=al-Fosponae-to-tha-Misinformeation-Review pd
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90. The Harvard Kennedy School ADOS Disinformation paper did not

receive proper review but was released by Harvard Kennedy School. The paper was

held out as a research paper despite the very little to no research involved in its

publication.

COURC . TOUXDAT IDRS

MUTALE NKONDE
(R TP e N5 W R ]

(EsEr AL ILAETA
AL e Pepcle

People (AFP] is a nonprait cammynications Grm,
whesa mission is to add aracial justice analysis to all
discussions abiog e, Prior bg starting Al B the
People, Mkonde warked n Al Gavernance, During that
time, she was part of the team thatintredeced the
Alegarithmic Accountabiliby Act. the DEEP FAKES
Accountability Act, and the Mo Biometrlc Barrlers oo
Houslng Act to the LS House af Represcntatlves,

In 2021 WNkonde was the lead suthor of Disinformation
Creep: ADCE and the Weananization of Breaking
klaws, Harvard Kennedy Schosl Misinformation

Rz lew, this detaded the findings (vam campuatational
analysls that infarmed Ehe develapment of an online
Intervestion azainst a disinfarmation carpaign
targetirg Black volers during the 2020 U5 Presidential
Electior, Al far the Feople recently co-produced afilin
with fumnesty International to support the ban the scar
campaign, a glolal st ta Dan facial recognition, 2he
was mest recently featured inCHM's United Shades of
America where she discussed techno racism, which
describes how technical he systemwe useinour
mvoryday [ive become encoded with mcial bias.

91. Lead author
Mutale Nkonde has
biographies posted
online that still reference
the retracted Harvard
Kennedy School ADOS
paper, vet does not
mention that the paper
was in fact retracted, One
such 1s posted on the

Council on Foundation

websiie, where Nkonde is on the board of directors.

92. On December 20, 2021, nearly a full year after publishing the

Harvard Kennedy School ADOS Disinformation paper, Harvard Kennedy. School

retracted the ADOS Disinformation paper citing a “failure in their editorial

process.”*? Retraction was partly due to the fact that the paper contained certain

conciusions, which were declared unreliable or invalid.

93. According fo science.org, “retractions appear to be relevantly rare

involving only two of every 10,000 papers.”'*

3 Mucvard Blorenstein Center * Refraction note to: Disinformatian creep: ADOS and the sfrategric weapenication af hreafing news ™ Harvard
Kennedy School 12420421 hitps Afmisintorevics hks, harvard edo/articlerotepstinn-note-ta-tisinfermation-cros p-ados-and-the-strategic-

weapnnization-of-broaking-nows

" Brainard, Jefleey & Low, Tia Science. orp “Whil a mussive databuse of retrmcterl pepers reveals abool seience poblishing's *death penals™
Science.org [W2H2018 hitps.Awww.science.argdicantentiatticle/what-tmazsive-dotabase-refracted-papers-teveals-abont-science-publ ishing-z-

death-penalty
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94, This retraction by the Harvard Kennedy School did not include a
formal apology to Plaintiffs nor ADOS. The refraction came nearly a year after
informal notice of frandulent errors with the Harvard ADOS disinformation paper.
And the retraction came six months after formal request for retraction and apology.
The retraction was nearly fourth months after completion of internal and external

reviews.

95, The authors of the Harvard Kennedy School ADQS paper admitted in

B el ynocakan: b Gordrs 18 |2 mnlok ‘
IWC]; Lepe cpr gt |0 AN s PN S F

e % HKS AUTHORS
e HARVARD PAPER ¢ v  RESPONSE TO RETRACTION FINDINGS

Forwebdenloh e The eapicrateny phass of s sluey, which sct the groundwork far cha papnr In quaggion,
bl adhered ko the fellowing analpelc pracoc-ane
Disini formation creeg: ADDS and th 5 {rﬂtEgic 1. Each-anuek, the rerearch ieam usec the Taitter REST API ba gather bwezets using a
) A numbsr of ADIS hashiazs, [eeluding #rgeDnwaRallor, AABIS, ANGADDSenderlk [a
Wea PDniZﬂtlﬂn of brea |'ETI'IE FEwWS Tellower Eullding hashiag for dADOS afibated handles| and HRaparzinnzsMew, We alis
laaked at Top HAROS pubilc users In spechic BRaZraphog fcatians [n the Vel Wales

Io thyy esanp v sl & descrphive conbent ewarsh froer eﬁtn?g.'f of o carased mose &p of 534 sond mesde AP calk to collect Erer tEnelnes each waek, dnadektlan b maving APl €alks co
h eropra Iwwaly, Jup wakth pcann i LY mikﬁnl_ﬂf('d_rﬁﬁw | Pualber firmheap, fom toaschitha spocife gaegraphle lagatiang fon thy dBpwe eestioned hastrps. These warlaus

uzzan[ Al usrd Ay ¥A008 Jwahlop hebaes .\'nrm#r_f’zI:I:IS' Saptesber 2020, ACOS 5 o0 BA @lls began cr B 3320 and concludac 11,/11420,
nwmmﬂ::g;nlfumx‘m:;ﬂr;ﬂrihﬁma-'ﬂr-_sﬂk;;r"'v-f‘?‘m ¢l apdratas MT;_-'» w*"":; - WhIn gach west's AP 2al, we candveled 3 number o desolpfve eralyses, weluding:
COTHLLY Pk Sticaepindl cork Snclbioy dvmi vernty fo clazaroge o Irequency cecrits per dagdraur; analysls af map staead [Bks; irosL libed truers; lop
¥ater oM vnng for e DS MO £aTl, 2 GAEIGTERDN el A4nrTion SO, COersc, The Lweeters; o brefr=twork anabizes of b Aweeters; cop hashzags, tap mentiang bop

ADRE felwore kas remained kargety shinee v 2R Lmgact of e Acen! caranswor on Bk P r . ]
Comeunes, smOsTaR T i SaLE that i iorke m-\:r_ la of Alock Americana, I:::Emu'.]::.::::ssr::,. wis il eetvsark anakbyzis of all tueets Tor 1he weel; and a superflklad

Auakr: Mewds Kuora 11, Hecs Y. Bairpagfdl. u%gai:d_}mmmjmk.uwm ke Kigg 84, Ray Rt . Folcwing cascryillve stz I salficien baees [greaer 1han 5,000} were pulled
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their response to the retraction they did not conclude the exploratory phase of
rescarch for the paper until November 11, 2020, Yet, Harvard Kennedy School
Shorenstein center published that the paper's peer review was completed on
November 30, 2020. This is despite the Harvard Kennedy School’s declaration that
the average cycle of review “from submission to publication” takes about 98 days.
()

96. In addition, the Harvard Kennedy School Misinformation Review

journal statistics depicted the misinformation review board as having a rigorous

L Chtena, Natsclia "Onr Journal Statistics for 202 1" Flarvaed University Shooenslein Center 0202822
fullps fimisinforeview hks huovand edufriclsioa-journul -statistiee-foe- 20217
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process with only a 34% acceptance rate generally. They further say (% of
submissions were accepted affer initial review. And 21% were accepted after a first

review and 13% after a second or third revision.

In Conclusion

97. Harvard Kennedy School and the misinformation review; effectively
used and weaponized the vague concept of misinformation to actually and
fraudulently, and perhaps purposely misinform anyone that would read this
academic paper to damage the reputations of the Plaintiffs in irreparable ways.

98. The Harvard Kennedy School ADOS Disinformation paper has
caused immeasurable harm to the Plaintiffs. Defendants Harvard Kennedy School
ignored their error for nearly a full year. And even now authors are speaking about
the paper in presentations without admitting to their failure,

99.  On December 15,2021 lead author Mutale Nkonde wrote her own
personal reply to the retraction stating culpability for any errors should be jointly
shared between the authors and Harvard Kennedy School. Stating “This paper
passed peer review and the Review accepted the paper so dccountability for
any inaccuracies must be jointly shared between journal and author.” '

100. Despite retraction by Harvard Kennedy School
after both and internal and external reviews commissioned by the Shorenstein Center
[lead anthor Nkonde] stated in her response to those reviews. “We stand by our
efforts and learnings...”

101, Even after the article retraction, the lead author is traveling and

5 Wkonde, Mulale "Letter respending tn Harvard Review " 120 3/21 hitps:/fretrpetionwatclLeom/wp-sonsent ploada202 1/ [ 2hdntale-konds-
Ledler-lo-biisinfi-Feviear- 1 pdi
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speaking using the paper as a source. See presentation by Mutale Nkonde at
Universitat Hamburg of Germany'?, In the presentation that comes nearly a month
after the retraction, lead author Mutale Nkonde wildly makes the same unfounded
arguments alluding to the retraction not being based on fraud and gross negligence
but rather oddly speaks of her own race and gender despite all the facts pointing to
the Harvard Kennedy School Disinformation paper largely being retracted because
it was frandulent.
102. As of June 1, 2022, Digital Access to Scholarship at Harvard

aka dashharvard.edu still  [BE] Seuemm AR LA e
listed ﬂlﬂ Ell'tiCle Without the_ ;....I,I.'-::_:_“ [ ] :ilﬁlll:i{;.::.-l:|::.l-:-liﬂ|nncp.l.:."LI](].‘i.';m-l|:Iu|sl}nmujr.LW4|-|||.T:|5:;|I;I.J|1|;J' ’
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and over five months after the s,

retraction. =

History of connection of Moveon.org and the Democratic Party.

103. Decspite a clear conflict that is noted at the very bottom of the Harvard
Kennedy School ADOS paper, Harvard allowed Moveon, a nonprofit, which
strongly supports the Democratic party to play a main role in creating and
publishing this fraudulent paper. Moveon supplied salaries o five of the ten authors

during the project. Moveon.org and it’s statf was able to use the prestige of Harvard

¥ Unjversitae Taraburg “Nobody Dnderstands: By we Nead fnizrsectionm! Agproackes fo Protect Blach Fomen Orfine” 0170522
IntlpssiTecture 2 wni-humburg def [ 2enl-fxetfnB0402
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and the vell of academic rigor that Harvard has admitted in their refraction was
never met due to a “failure in their editorial process” to defame Plaintiffs.

104. This civil action seeks compensatory damages from Defendants for
violaling various rights under the United States Constitution and state law in
connection with the Negligent and Defamatory publication concerning the
Plaintiff, included in the Harvard Shorenstein Center of the Harvard Kennedy
School of Government product: “Disinformation Creep: ADOS And The Strategic

Weaponization Of Breaking News,” which occurred on Date January 18, 2021.

FIRST CLAIM IF'OR RELIEF
DEFAMATION
(By Harvard University, Authors .... And DOES 1-100)

105. The Plaintiffs repeat and reallege each and every allegation contained
in the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint and incorporate those allegations by
reference with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.

106, Defendants and DOES 1-100 acted to publish multiple false and
defamatory statements of and concerning the Plaintiffs to a third party.

107, Defendants and DOES 1-100 knew the statement was false; OR acted
in reckless disregard as to whether the statement was true or false; OR acted
negligently in fatling to ascertain whether the statement was true or false before
publishing it.

108. As a result of the conduct of Defendants and DOES 1-100 the
_defamatnry staternent caused the Plaintiffs economic loss, constituted libel, and

prejudiced the Plaintiffs’ profession or business.
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109, The conduct of Defendant and DOES 1-100 was willful, wanton,
malicious, and done with reckless disregard for the truth, rights of the Plaintiff and
therefore warrants the imposition of damages.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs demands judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et al, jointly and severally in a sum to he
determined at trial, but sufficient to meet the jurisdictional requiterents of this
Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF
NEGLIGENT PUBLICATION
(By Harvard University, Authors .... And DOES 1-100}
110. The Plaintiffs repeat and reallege each and every allcgation contained

in the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint and incorporate those allegations by
reference with the same force and effect as if fully set forth hercin.

111. Defendants published a defamatory statement as a result of the
Defendants failure to exercise the degree of care in determining whether the
statement was true or false that would be cxercised by a reasonably prudent person
in the same or similar circumstances.

112. The Defendants did not act reasonably in checking the truth or falsity
of the statement before publishing it using customs and practices within the
profession under the circumstances.

113. As aresult of the foregoing, the Plaintiffs, suffered emotional distress,
loss of enjoyment of his life, embarrassment, loss of reputation, and loss of caming
capacity.,

114. The conduct of Defendant and DOES 1-100 was willful, wanton,
malicious, and done with reckless disregard for the truth, rights of the Plaintiffs’

and therefore warrants the imposition of damages.
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WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs demands judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et al, jointly and severally in a sum to be
determined at frial, but sufficient to meet the jurisdictional requirements of this

Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.

_ THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF
INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
(By Harvard University, Authors .... And DOES 1-100)

115, The Plaintiffs repeat and reallege each and every allegation contained

in the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint and incorporate those allegations by
reference with the same f[orce and effect as if fully set forth herein.

116. Defendants and DOES 1-1G0 intended to inflict emotional distress, or
knew or should have known that emotional distress was likely to result from their
conduct. _

117. The Defendant’s and DOES 1-100 conduct was ecxtreme and
outrageous, was beyond all possible bounds of decency and was utterly intolerable
in a civilized society,

118. The Defendants’ conduct caused the Plaintiffs’ emotional distress.

119, The emotional distress suffered by the Plaintiffs was severe and of a
nature that no reasonable person could be expected to endure it.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs demands judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et al, jointly and severally in a sum to be
determined at trial, but sufficicnt to meet the junsdictional requirements of this

Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.

FOURTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF
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NEGLIGENCE
(By Harvard University, Authors .... And DOES 1-100)

120. The Plainfifis repeat and reallege each and every allegation contained
in the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint and incorporate those allegations by
reference with the same force and effect as 1f fully set forth herein.

121, Defendants and DOES 1-10¢ have a duty to use reascnable care to
prevent harm or injury to others.

122, Defendanis and DOES [-100 failed to use reasonable care under all
circumstances, and thus breached this duty of care.

123. Defendants and DOES 1-100 failure to use reasonahle care was a cause
of Plaintiff’s injury or harm. |

124, Plaintiffs’ bring this claim individually and seeks general and special
damages, in an amount to be determined at trial.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintitfs demand judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et al, jointly and severally in a sum to be
determined at trial, but sufficient to meet the junsdictional requirements of this
Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.

FIFTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF
VICARIOUS LIABILITY FOR AGENTS
{By Harvard University, Authors .... And DOES 1-100)

125. The Plaintiffs repeat and reallege each and every allegation contained
in the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint and incorporate those allegations by
reference with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.

126. As aresult of their conduct, Defendants and DOES 1-100 are liable for
PLAINTIFFS injuries and harm, either because they were integral ﬁartici pants in

the misconduct, or because they failed to intervene to prevent these violations.
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127. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful acts
of Individual Defendants and Does 1-100, individually and as agents of Harvard
University.

128. The conduct of Individual Defendants and Does 1-100 are considered
agents as someone authorized by the person who hires the agent to act on the
principal’s behalf and for the principal’s benefit. This relationship can be either
express or implied from circumstances of a situation.

129. Once the agency is established, knowledge of the agent of certain facts
learned within the scope of its agency can be imputed to the principal. This means
thilit the principal can be held to know things which are told to [his/her] agent, and
any facts disclosed to or learned by the agenis during their scope of engagement can
be imputed to the principal and deemed to have been within [his/her] knowledge.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs demand judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et al, jointly and severally in a sum to be
determined at trial, but sufficient to meet the jurisdictional requirements of this

Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees,

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs demand judgment and damages against the
Defendants, Harvard University, et. al, jointly and severally in a sum to be
determined at trial, but sufficient to meet the jurisdictional reé;uirements of this

Honorable Court, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees.,

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs pray that this Honorable Court cnter the
following relief:

a. Enter judgement on each Count of the Complaint
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b. Determine the amount of damages suffercd by the Plaintiffs on each
Count of the Complaint.

¢. That the Plaintiffs be awarded reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs;
and

d. For such other and further relief as this Court may deem reasonable.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL AS TO ALL CLAIMS SO TRIABLE

Plaintiffs hereby demands a trial by jury as to all claims and issues so triable.

Dated: July 1, 2022 Respectfully Submitted,
By its attorneys

FILER | PALMER, LLP

o L~

Tance M. Filer (SBN. 284139)

By: %f ’E‘F’F
Paige 5. Poupart (SBN. 343547)
Justin A. Palmer (SBN, 270857)
FILER | PALMER, LLP
249 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 501
Long Beach, CA 20802
Telephone: (5623 304-5200
Facsimile: (562) 394-0504
Email: lancefgifilerpalmer.com
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