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 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX, ss. SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT  

NICHOLAS A. BASBANES, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

MICHAEL A. SULLIVAN, Clerk of 
Middlesex County Superior Court; 
MICHAEL DAVIS; INSTITUTE OF 
TRADITIONAL SCIENCE, INC., 

Defendants. 

CIVIL ACTION NO. _____________ 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

Nicholas A. Basbanes, by his undersigned attorneys, alleges as follows: 

1. One of the most important rare book auctions in history took place at Sotheby’s in

1989. Including original editions of some of the most important books in the Western canon, it 

reaped the staggering sum of over $16,000,000 and set a record for the highest average value per 

lot at a book auction. The sudden sale shocked the world of book collectors, booksellers, and 

bibliophiles, as the compiler of the collection, the late Haven O’More, had given every indication 

that he intended to continue collecting one-of-a-kind rare books. 

2. O’More himself was a mysterious figure, and little is known about how he 

amassed the collection. However, it is clear that O’More funded the collection through a wealthy 

business partner, Michael Davis. It is also clear that a dispute between Davis and O’More 

resulted in a 1988 lawsuit in this Court, and that the lawsuit precipitated the auction. The nature 
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of the dispute, and thus the reasons for the magnificent auction, are memorialized in this Court’s 

files. But these files have been impounded since 1989. 

3. Plaintiff Nicholas A. Basbanes is an investigative journalist, author, and 

recognized authority on rare books and the world of bibliophiles. He attended the widely-

discussed Sotheby’s auction in 1989, has written and spoken extensively about it over the 

intervening years, and dedicated an entire chapter to it in his award-winning 1995 book, A Gentle 

Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and The Eternal Passion for Books. Basbanes is currently 

preparing an update of the book for a thirtieth-anniversary edition, planned for release in 2025. 

4. Through this action, Basbanes seeks termination of the order of impoundment (the 

“Impoundment Order”) entered in Davis et al v. O’More et al, No. 88-635 (Middlesex Super. 

Ct.) (the “1988 Case”) on December 7, 1989, under Rule 10 of the Massachusetts Uniform Rules 

on Impoundment Procedure, the common law of Massachusetts, and the public’s qualified right 

of access to judicial records under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. A true and 

correct copy of the Impoundment Order is attached as Exhibit A. 

PARTIES AND VENUE 

5. Plaintiff Nicholas A. Basbanes is a resident of Worcester County, Massachusetts, 

who has devoted much of his life to researching rare books, book collectors, and cultural history. 

His journalistic career began in 1971 as a general assignment reporter for The Evening Gazette in 

Worcester, where in 1974, the New England Newspaper and Press Association awarded him a 

First Prize for Investigative Reporting in the category of large circulation newspapers. In 1978, 

Basbanes was named the Worcester Sunday Telegram’s books editor and literary columnist, a 

position he held until 1991. Since then, Basbanes has worked as a freelance writer, author, and 

lecturer. His freelance work has appeared in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los 
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Angeles Times, Washington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, Boston Globe, Smithsonian, 

Humanities, Civilization, and Fine Books & Collections, where he is the principal columnist. He 

is the author of ten published books of cultural history, including A Gentle Madness and On 

Paper: The Everything of Its Two Thousand Year History (Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), which was 

one of three recipients of the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction (given annually by 

the American Library Association). He is a two-time recipient of research grants from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, which in 2016 designated him one of its first Public 

Scholars in support of Cross of Snow: A Life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Alfred A. Knopf 

2020). This most recently published book shared top honors for the Massachusetts Book Award 

in Nonfiction, a prize given annually by the Massachusetts Center for the Book, an affiliate of 

the Library of Congress. 

6. Defendant Michael A. Sullivan is the Clerk of the Middlesex County Superior 

Court and is sued in his official capacity. 

7. Defendant Michael Davis was the plaintiff in the 1988 Case. On information and 

belief, Davis currently resides in Marin County, California. 

8. Defendant Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., (the “Institute”) is a nonprofit 

corporation organized in Massachusetts by the late Haven O’More, his first wife Lorea O’More, 

and Davis. It was founded in 1974 with its principal place of business in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. The Institute was a defendant in the 1988 Case and, on information and belief, 

many of the books sold at the 1989 auction had been initially purchased by O’More through the 

Institute. 

9. Venue is proper in this Court because this Court issued the Impoundment Order.  
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

Origins of the 1988 Case: O’More’s Mysterious Emergence on the Rare Book Scene  

10. The origins of the 1988 Case date back to the 1970s, when Haven O’More began 

buying rare and valuable books. He made his first major purchase in 1976, when he bought a 

presentation copy of Nicolaus Copernicus’s De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium printed in 

1543 for $150,000. 

11. O’More garnered international attention a few years later, in 1979, when he 

bought at a major Christie’s sale a number of books from the renowned collection of Arthur 

Houghton, a former president of the Steuben Glass Works, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and 

New York Philharmonic, and principal benefactor of the Houghton Library of rare books and 

manuscripts at Harvard University. 

12. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, O’More built relationships with booksellers in 

New York City, San Francisco, London, Paris, and Oxford, and spent lavishly on rare and 

important books at auctions and with individual booksellers. The collection he ultimately built 

contained first editions, manuscripts, and journals of some of the most celebrated authors of the 

Western canon (the “Garden Collection”). A non-exhaustive list of its holdings included the first 

recorded printings of Cicero, the works of Copernicus, Ptolemy, Erasmus, Milton, Cervantes, 

and Montaigne, the editio princeps of Plato and Dante, a presentation copy of Jefferson’s Notes 

on the State of Virginia, a vellum notebook of the poet W.B. Yeats, a manuscript by James 

Joyce, a diary of John Locke, and a sixteenth-century edition of Martin Luther’s “September 

Testament” bound in contemporary German pigskin. It also included copies of the first four 

published editions of the works of William Shakespeare, known collectively as the First Four 
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Folios of Shakespeare (1623, 1632, 1664 and 1685), which by themselves sold for $2,100,000—

almost double the pre-sale estimate. 

13. By the late 1980s, O’More had become a noteworthy figure in the rare book 

world. Claiming to be the greatest book collector alive, O’More also boasted that he had served 

an impressive career in the U.S. military in both World War II and the Korean War, received an 

extensive education in the classics, earned multiple advanced degrees, and written a number of 

seminal manuscripts on diverse subjects. He made many of these claims unequivocally in the 

biographical statement he furnished for the Sotheby’s catalogue. A true and correct copy of the 

biographical statements contained in The Garden Ltd. auction catalogue is attached as Exhibit B. 

14. Upon investigation by Basbanes, many of O’More’s claims proved to be 

problematic at best, transparent fabrications at worst. O’More did write a thin collection of 

poems titled Sacrificial Bone Inscriptions, which he self-published under his own imprint. (The 

name of the imprint, SADEV, is an anagram referring to ancient Indian scriptures known as the 

“Vedas.”) Army records obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request show that the 

name O’More used during a short enlistment in the 1940s was Haven Moore, and that his 

unceremonious release from active duty—apparently for being underage—was at dramatic 

variance from the distinguished career that he claimed to have served. There is no evidence that 

he received the education he claimed in the classics or that he was ever awarded an advanced 

degree, though he continued to identify himself as “Dr. O’More.” 

15. Even the names “Haven O’More” and “Haven Moore” were manufactured. On 

information and belief, his birth name was Richard H. Moore. He legally changed it in 1974 to 

Haven O’More, an anagram for “Have No More,” a few months before establishing the Institute 

of Traditional Science under that name. Exactly who he was remains a matter of intense public 
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interest especially because the claims O’More made about himself, as promulgated to the general 

public in the Sotheby’s catalogue, may have contributed to the high prices that the sale of the 

Garden Collection recorded when finally sold at auction. 

16. Equally shrouded in mystery was how O’More got the substantial sums he used to 

purchase the rare books. O’More presented himself to contemporaries in the rare book world as a 

self-made man who had worked as an engineer in the aerospace industry, a scholar of deep 

classical learning, a world authority on yoga and Far Eastern philosophy, and proficient in 

numerous languages. He claimed that his purchases were financed by his own wealth and flair 

for entrepreneurship. Research into O’More’s background following the extraordinary auction of 

the Garden Collection revealed all of these assertions to be largely untrue. 

O’More Persuades Michael Davis to Fund his Book Buying Endeavors  

17. Davis was the wealthy son of Leonard and Sophie Davis, co-founders of the 

Colonial Penn Group of insurance companies and well-known philanthropists. In 1974, Davis 

was a young Harvard student who lived in Cambridge next door to the home on Concord Street 

owned by O’More, who was several decades his senior. His acquaintances said that, sometime in 

the early 1970s, Davis “dropped out of sight,” left school, his whereabouts and activities 

suddenly unknown. Rumors circulated he had come under the influence of a “guru,” and was 

attempting to “change his life” through meditation and fasting. 

18. In 1974, O’More founded the Institute of Traditional Science, Inc. (the 

“Institute”) as a non-profit, 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. O’More served as the 

organization’s president, his first wife Lorea O’More was its treasurer, and Davis was its clerk. 

The Institute’s Articles of Organization explain that the entity was established to “ground itself 

and all its activities into that higher Knowledge which can most scientifically be called Triple 
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Knowledge.” Its stated mission was to “explore the knowledge and learning of ancient 

civilizations” and to transmit the “learning and energy stored in these ancient works” to present 

and future generations. A true and correct copy of the Institute’s Articles of Organization is 

attached as Exhibit C. 

19. By 1983, O’More, through the Institute, had accumulated $6,000,000 worth of 

rare books. On information and belief, most—if not all—of these were purchased with money 

provided by Davis, although O’More did not mention the source of his funding to colleagues.  

20. On December 9, 1983, O’More and Davis established a second book-acquiring 

entity: a limited partnership registered in Dutchess County, New York, called The Garden Ltd. 

Its stated purpose was “to write and develop manuscripts, to rewrite, edit and publish 

manuscripts, and to hold and collect rare books and manuscripts.” O’More was the partnership’s 

sole general partner; Davis was its sole limited partner. A true and correct copy of The Garden 

Ltd.’s Certificate of Limited Partnership is attached as Exhibit D.  

21. The Garden Ltd.’s Certificate of Limited Partnership was signed only by O’More, 

for both himself and as Davis’s attorney-in-fact. In Article XIV of their Limited Partnership 

Agreement, Davis had granted O’More “irrevocable” power of attorney with respect to “make, 

execute, sign, acknowledge, deliver, and file on behalf or in respect to of the Partnership” several 

types of filings, including amendments to the partnership agreement. A true and correct copy of a 

certified record purporting to be a copy of Article XIV of the Limited Partnership Agreement is 

attached at Exhibit E.  

22. Davis provided a substantial amount of funding to The Garden Ltd. His initial 

capital contribution was $13,000,000, which included the $6,000,000 that he provided to 
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purchase the rare books accumulated by the Institute. The partnership went on to build a 

collection that became known as The Garden Collection. 

23. In 1984, Davis’s contribution to The Garden, Ltd. was increased to over 

$17,000,000. The 1984 Amendments to the Certificate of Limited Partnership of The Garden 

Ltd. stipulate that Davis was able to withdraw $100,000 annually for his own personal use. This 

change was signed into effect by O’More only, for both himself and for Davis, through the 

power of attorney. A true and correct copy of the 1984 Amendments is attached as Exhibit F. 

24. O’More and Davis not only purchased rare books aggressively after 1974, they 

also began purchasing real estate around Arsenal Square, a historical district in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts near O’More’s home at 27 Garden Street. Parcels were acquired through the 

Institute and through another entity, the Dolphin Realty Trust. This land-accumualation was 

apparently part of an effort to assemble a site on which to create a headquarters for the Institute 

and to house the rare book library. A true and correct copy of the Declaration of Trust of the 

Dolphin Realty Trust is attached as Exhibit G. 

25. O’More’s involvement in the purchase and development of these properties led to 

significant neighborhood agitation as rumors swirled about the enigmatic book collector. 

O’More’s attempts to demolish several historically-signficant houses caused enormous friction 

with his neighboors. Community members who opposed O’More’s project involved the 

Cambridge City Council and Planning Board, which imposed moratoriums that put any 

development of the Arsenal Square properties on indefinite hold. A true and correct copy of a 

1978 letter from the Cambridge Community Development Department discussing this issue is 

attached as Exhibit H. 

The O’More-Davis Partnerships Come to an Abrupt End in Litigation 
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26. The O’More-Davis partnerships came to an end after Davis sued O’More in this 

Court in the 1988 Case. Davis’s action also named Lorea O’More, the Institute of Traditional 

Science, and The Garden Ltd. as defendants. 

27. The 1988 Case was filed on January 29, 1988 and ended on July 5, 1989, when 

this Court granted the parties’ joint motion for a judgment of dismissal. A true and correct copy 

of the docket sheet in Davis v. O’More is attached as Exhibit I. Basbanes obtained this copy of 

the docket sheet from the Court before the files were impounded. 

28. Once the litigation had been resolved, and as word of a forthcoming sale at 

Sotheby’s in New York became widely known, the book-collecting community learned for the 

first time that O’More was not in fact the sole owner of the Garden Collection or even its 

principal financial backer. The Sotheby’s sale catalogue listed Davis as the “sole limited partner 

of The Garden Ltd.,” who “provided the funding for the Garden’s collection of rare books and 

manuscripts.” See Exhibit B. 

29. While few details about the 1988 Case or the circumstances leading to the 1989 

auction of the Garden Collection are publicly known, the action was ostensibly taken for the 

purpose of dissolving a limited partnership and to force the sale of rare books that had been paid 

for entirely by Davis. After eighteen months of what the docket sheet suggests was intense 

litigation, the partnership ultimately was dissolved, all parties signed a non-disclosure agreement, 

and the books were consigned for sale. 

30. The docket sheet also records that an affidavit was filed on the first day of the 

proceedings from Dr. Thomas Gordon Gutheil, an authority on “forensic psychiatry” whose 

numerous professional credits include direction of the Program of Law & Psychiatry at Harvard 

University Medical School. He has published numerous articles on topics related to undue 
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influence and assessing competancy, including T.G. Gutheil and P.S. Appelbaum, “Mind 

Control,” “Synthetic Sanity,” “Artificial Competence,” and Genuine Confusion: Legally 

Relevant Effects of Antipsychotic Medication 12 Hofstra Law Rev. 77 (1983); T.G. Gutheil, H. 

Bursztajn & A. Brodsky, The Multidimensional Assessment of Dangerousness: Competence 

Assessment in Patient Care and Liability Prevention, 14 Bull. Am. Acad. Psychiatry Law 123 

(1986); and T.G. Gutheil & H. Bursztajn, Clinicians’ Guidelines for Assessing and Presenting 

Subtle Forms of Patient Incompetence in Legal Settings. 143 Am J Psychiatry 1020 (1986).  

31. Although the details of the case remain impounded, the litigation was apparently 

instrumental in an effort by Davis to recoup his investments with O’More through the sale of the 

Garden Collection. The final page of the docket sheet (Dkt. No. 83) contains a stipulation 

docketed on April 7, 1989 concerning “the possible sale by Sotheby’s of the rare books and 

manuscripts.” 

32. The Garden Ltd. was sold over two days in 1989 in an auction conducted by 

Sotheby’s in New York City. The sale price was $16,200,000 (approximately $37,000,000 in 

today’s money) for 309 lots, an average of $52,815 per lot, a record at the time for a book sale at 

auction. It remains to this day a major event in the annals of book collecting. 

Basbanes’s Efforts to Access the 1988 Case File 

33. In the 1980s, as Basbanes began to delve into the world of rare book-collecting 

and bibliophilia, he researched the stories behind its most important players. His findings were 

eventually collected in A Gentle Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion 

for Books, first published in 1995. The sixth chapter of A Gentle Madness recounts the story of 

Haven O’More, the Institute, his partnerships with Davis, and the ultimate sale at Sotheby’s of 
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the magnificent rare book collection held by The Garden Ltd. A true and correct copy of the 

sixth chapter of A Gentle Madness is attached as Exhibit J.  

34. As part of his research for A Gentle Madness, Basbanes attended The Garden Ltd. 

auction in November 1989. After hearing rumors of a possible lawsuit among those at the sale, 

Basbanes learned that a case had been filed in this Court, which he visited about five months 

after this Court had granted the parties’ joint motion for a judgment of dismissal in the 1988 

Case. 

35. On his first visit to the courthouse, Basbanes was given access to the docket sheet, 

but told the case file was not available for him to examine. Basbanes was advised to return in 

two weeks, by which time the file might be available. When he returned, Basbanes was told only 

that Judge Katherine Liacos Izzo had the matter “under advisement.” 

36. On December 14, 1989, Basbanes made a formal request to the chief 

administrative justice of the trial court of the Commonwealth to intervene and order access to the 

records of the 1988 Case. In January 1990, he was informed by letter that the entire case file, 

including the original docket sheet, had been impounded. A true and correct copy of this 1990 

letter is attached as Exhibit K.  

37. In February 2022, Basbanes’s counsel requested the Court to confirm the 

continued existence of the 1988 Case’s file and to preserve it for purposes of this litigation. 

Basbanes’s counsel also requested a copy of the Impoundment Order. A true and correct copy of 

this request is attached as Exhibit L. 

38. The Court subsequently confirmed the existence of the files, promised to preserve 

them, and on March 7, 2022 transmitted the Impoundment Order, which was dated December 7, 

1989. A true and correct copy of this confirmation is attached as Exhibit M.  
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39. The Impoundment Order states that it was entered for two reasons: first, to 

prevent psychological harm to Davis and, second, to protect the value of the book collection 

prior to the Sotheby’s sale. 

40. The full story of the O’More-Davis partnership has never been revealed, in part 

due to the impounding of the 1988 Case records.  

Continued Public Interest in A Gentle Madness and Haven O’More 

41. Haven O’More was a figure of public intrigue in 1988 and remains an object of 

historical interest to this day. 

42. When Basbanes published A Gentle Madness in 1995, the book quickly 

attracted—and has retained—worldwide interest. The book was a finalist for a 1995 National 

Book Critics Circle Award in nonfiction, was named a notable book of the year by the New York 

Times, and its first printing sold out within a week of publication. The book is still in print after 

more than 20 printings in hardcover and paperback, is a part of the permanent collections of 

1,617 libraries worldwide, and has been translated into several languages, including German, 

Chinese, and Korean. The critical and popular success of the book speaks to the widespread 

interest in book-collecting generally and the Garden Collection specifically.  

43. In 2015, the Cushing Memorial Library of rare books and manuscripts at Texas 

A&M University acquired Basbanes’s archival records and professional library. In 2020, the 

Texas A&M University hosted an exhibition entitled “The Eternal Passion: Nicholas A. 

Basbanes and the Making of A Gentle Madness.” In addition, the book is taught in numerous 

college classes and included on dozens of required reading lists for courses on the history of the 

book. For example, it has been assigned on the syllabus for “The Social History of Collecting” at 

Princeton University and “Rare Book Libraries and Librarianship” at Indiana University.  
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44. Basbanes is frequently invited to give lectures on his work and on issues 

regarding books and book culture. He has been interviewed frequently on C-SPAN, starting in 

1996, where he was interviewed on Booknotes, by host Brian Lamb about Haven O’More and 

the Garden sale. Wherever he lectures, the Garden Collection remains a focus of questioning 

from those in attendance. As recently as March 17, 2022, Basbanes gave a lecture at the 

Grabhorn Institute in San Francisco entitled “On the Highway of Letters: Forty Years Among the 

Gently Mad.” He is scheduled to appear June 14, 2022, at the annual meeting of the Ticknor 

Society in Boston. At the Grabhorn Institute, as has happened so many times before, the 

audience asked questions about Haven O’More and the Garden Collection. The answers remain 

sealed within this Court’s files. 

45. Basbanes plans to release a thirtieth-anniversary edition of A Gentle Madness in 

2025. He intends to update the book with the new information he has learned about the major 

players in the book-collecting world. Haven O’More and the Garden Collection would be central 

to the new edition. 

Status of the Parties to the 1988 Case 

46. According to the Impoundment Order, Davis brought the 1988 Case for himself 

individually and in various corporate capacities: as Trustee of the Dolphin Realty Trust, as 

Director of the Institute of Traditional Science, and as sole limited partner of The Garden Ltd. 

47. Also according to the Impoundment Order, Davis named as defendants to the 

1988 case Haven O’More individually, as Trustee of the Dolphin Realty Trust, as President of 

the Institute of Traditional Science, and as general partner of The Garden Ltd.; Lorea O’More 

individually, as Trustee of the Dolphin Realty Trust, as Officer of the Institute of Traditional 
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Science, and as substitute general partner of The Garden Ltd.; the Institute of Traditional 

Science; and The Garden Ltd. 

48. On information and belief, of the parties to the 1988 Case, only Davis and the 

Institute of Traditional Science are extant. Haven O’More and Lorea O’More are deceased, and 

the other corporate entities they represented no longer exist. On information and beleief, the 

Dolphin Realty Trust has been terminated, and, on information and belief, The Garden Ltd. has 

been dissolved by operation of law.  

49. Davis is no longer an officer of the Institute of Traditional Science. 

CLAIM ONE 

TERMINATION OF THE IMPOUNDMENT ORDER UNDER THE UNIFORM RULES 
OF IMPOUNDMENT PROCEDURE AND MASSACHUSETTS COMMON LAW 

50. Plaintiff realleges and repeats the allegations contained above in this Verified 

Complaint herein by reference. 

51. The public interest in accessing the records of the 1988 Case is substantial.  The 

case concerned the ownership of materials of great literary, cultural, and historical importance, 

and of considerable monetary value. O’More was a significant figure on the book-collecting 

scene in 1988 and his efforts to construct a rare book library in Cambridge were a matter of 

intense community debate. 

52. O’More established under the law of Massachusetts and New York two 

organizations, including a non-profit corporation registered and headquartered in Massachusetts, 

that he used to collect these books. The public has a strong interest in knowing the extent to 

which its charitable organizations contributed to misconduct. 
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53. The privacy interests in this case are much diminished. The passage of time has 

lessened the embarassment that might result from disclosure, and mere embarrassment is not in 

itself sufficient to overcome the public interest.  

54. The interest in protecting the value of the 1989 auction of the Garden Collection 

extinguished after the auction took place. 

55. Any private interests in favor of continued impoundment outweigh neither the 

public interest in disclosure nor, accordingly, Plaintiff’s common law right of access. 

56. No good cause exists under the Uniform Rules on Impoundment Procedure to 

justify the continued impoundment of the 1988 Case files. 

CLAIM TWO 

TERMINATION OF THE IMPOUNDMENT ORDER UNDER 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHT OF PUBLIC ACCESS  

57. Plaintiff realleges and repeats the allegations contained above in this Verified 

Complaint herein by reference.  

58. Plaintiff has a qualified First Amendment right to copy and inspect the judicial 

records of the 1988 Case that is being improperly abridged by the Impoundment Order. 

59. The Impoundment Order violates the First Amendment because public access to 

the judicial records of the 1988 Case would not create a substantial probability of harm to any 

overriding interest, and sealing the entire record is neither a narrowly tailored nor an effective 

way to protect against any such harm. 

60. Plaintiff’s First Amendment right can only be restored by the termination of the 

Impoundment Order. 
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REQUESTS FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court: 

I. Order the termination of the lmpoundment Order in its entirety. 

2. Order the Clerk to make available for copying and inspection all records related to 

the 1988 Case. 

3. Grant Plaintiff such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate. 

Dated: May I_L 2022 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ste en Stich (BBO 698332) 
Media Freedom & Information Access Clinic 
Abrams Institute 
Yale Law School1 

P.O. Box 208215 
New Haven, CT 06520 
Tel: (520) 488-0486 
Email: stepben.stich@yale.edu 
Counsel for Nicholas A. Bas banes 

VERIFICATION 

I, Nicholas A. Basbanes, have personal knowledge of all of the facts stated above and 

hereby swear under the pains and penalties of perjury that all of those facts are true and accurate. 

Dated: May l._~022 Signed: C)).-Lhk ~,~~ 

1 This verified complaint does not purport to represent tho institutional views of Yale Law School, if any. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX, ss. 

MICHAEL DAVIS, Individually, as 
Trustee of the DOLPHIN REALTY 
TRUST, as Director of the INSTITUTE 
OF TRADITIONAL SCIENCE, and 
as the sole limited partner of 
THE GARDEN LTD., 

Plaintiff 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

HAVEN 0 1 MORE, Individually, as ) 
Trustee of the DOLPHIN REALTY TRUST, ) 
President of the INSTITUTE OF ) 
TRADITIONAL SCIENCE and ) 
General Partner of THE GARDEN LTD.; ) 
LOREA 0 1 MORE, Individually, as ) 
Trustee of the DOLPHIN REALTY ) 
TRUST, an Officer of the INSTITUTE ) 
OF TRADITIONAL SCIENCE, and ) 
Substitute General Partner of THE ) 
GARDEN, LTD.; INSTITUTE OF ) 
TRADITIONAL SCIENCE; and THE ) 
GARDEN LTD., ) 

Defendants. 
) 
) ____________________ ) 

SUPERIOR COURT DEPARTMENT 
OF THE TRIAL COURT 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 88-635 

f7 ~--
~-_,,,,, ...... 

FINDINGS AND ORDER OF IMPOUNDMENT 

Pursuant to the Uniform Rules of Impoundment Procedure and 

upon consideration of plaintiff's Motion for Order of Impoundment 

and supporting papers, this Court makes the following findings and 

order: 

1. There is good cause for the impoundment of all papers, 

documents, and exhibits in this matter. On balance, the 

Date Filed 5/16/2022 3:42 PM
Superior Court - Middlesex
Docket Number 



plaintiff's privacy interests outweigh the general principle of 

publicity. 

2. Specifically, the plaintiff has a substantial privacy 

interest here. The allegations and claims underlying this lawsuit 

are of a personal and sensitive nature. If these allegations and 

claims become generally known to the public, the plaintiff could 

suffer profound psychological harm. 

3. In this civil case, the general principle of publicity 

does not outweigh plaintiff's considerable privacy interest. None 

of the parties is a public figure and this case does not 

materially involve any public figures or institutions. 

4. An impoundment order is proper under the circumstances 

presented here. The value of property to be sold may be reduced 

by publicity attending its sale. In addition, there is a 

substantial likelihood that the allegations and claims asserted by 

the plaintiff in the Verified Complaint will become publicly 

known. The plaintiff is likely to suffer immediate profound and 

irreparable psychological injury if such publicity were to result. 

Therefore, after hearing, it is hereby 

ORDERED, that all papers, document, and exhibits, including 

the Verified Complaint, be impounded until further order of the 

Court. This Order imposes no restraint upon the parties to this 

action. 

Dated: December 7, 1989 

- 2 -
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The Collection of The Garden Ltd. 
Magnificent Books and Manuscripts 

Conceived and Formed by Haven O 'More 
Funded by Michael Davis 

Auction 
Thursday, ovember 9, 1989 at 7 pm 

Friday, November 10, 1989 at 10:15 am 

Exhibition 
Saturday, Tovember 4 

Sunday, November 5 
Monday, ovember 6 
Tuesday, ovember 7 

Wednesday, ovember 8 
Thursday, Iovember g 

10am to5 pm 
1 pm to5 pm 
10am to5 pm 
10am to5 pm 
10am to5 pm 
10am to5 pm 

In sending absentee bids thi s catalogue 
may be referred to as 5927 "SHOLDERS" 

Endpaper: Design for the morocco bookplate 
mounted in The Garden Ltd. books 

SOTHEBY'S 
FOUNDED 1744 

1334 York Avenue (at 72nd Street) 
ew York, N 10021 

Telephone: ( 2 1 2) 606- 7000 

Catalogue $60 a t the gallery, 
$70 by mail , $So o,·crsea 

Lis t of post-sale price results 
will be cnt to all catalogue purcha ers 

4 to 6 weeks after sale 
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711e following biogmj1hical statement 

u:asfumished ~)' .\ Ir. Hau n o·More. 

Ha\·cn O'l\forc \\·as inspired from a lmost the \ 'cry beginning of his life by lea rn ing 
history, the Bible, and that he is a direct descenda nt of three of the mo~t illustrious 
men of a ll time. Early readings. c,·cn before sta rting to school. or Shakespeare, :vi ii ton, 
and the Bible. especia lly the New Testament in Greek with hi fa ther and mother. 
trained O ' :Vlore to think a nd to feel in terms of high endeavor and noble scn ·ice. His 
great a unt on his father·s side was the family genealogist. She taugh t O'.\lore as a 
child that he descends th rough his fa ther from H m·cn O 'Morc the 4 th century Celt 
king, poet-scholar, and warrior. Later he learned from her he also descends through 
h is fa ther from the saint and martyr. Sir Thomas More. T hrough his mother. he learned. 
he descends from General Thomas J onathan (''Stonewall") J ackson. For a larger part 
or his life O ' More has s tudied and practiced Yoga: the Science or the cessation of 
··normal'' mental acti,·i ty or what Yoga calls \\"ar; and with Yoga, tra nsformation to 
mind seeing directly into mind or what is called Peace. I n pursui t of knowledge O ' Morc 
has lived, worked, and tra,·clccl in many parts of the Uni ted States, Europe, the .Middle 
a nd Far East, and Mexico . Twice O'More sen-eel in the U.S. Army: fi rst. in Europe. 
and then later, in Asia. He has worked at conceptual levels in pure mathemat ics, the 
general sciences, a nd lingu istic structures with special atten tion to Celt , Middle Eastern 
(Egyptian a nd Is lam ic) and Far Eastern (\ 'cdic, Taoist, and Buddhist) ph ilosophical 
foundations. He applied himself equally to comprehensiYe sltldies in \\'es tern theologi
ca l a nd philosophica l points of view. O'More has worked at several levels of engineer ing 
including adYa ncecl computer design and logic and general sys tems a nalysis for aero
space and the Department of Defense. He is the founder of the Institute ofTracli tiona l 
Science, a non-profi t foundation specializing in pure knowledge and its transmission; 
and he directs its a ctivities in research, education, and publishing. He is a lso the 
founder of SADE\~ a publishing operation based in New York and a llied with the 
interna tionally known Aperture Foundation. As originator and co-founder a nd Genera l 
Partner of the pa rtnership. T he Garden Ltd . ( the name comes from the Hebrew ET
H aGaN: The First Garden (The Enclosure, literally) where all possibili ty is transcen
dent and equal to activity), O 'Morc personally concci,·cd and alone formed The Gar
den's Collec tion of books and manuscripts. From its beginning he aimed at nothing 
less tha n material o f the greatest rarity. in the most superb possible cond ition, and 
with the widest and greatest inAuence on the highest ac tivities of men a nd \,·omen 
worldwide from the earl ies t cultures to the present. 1 n formino- the Collection , O ' More 
tried never for a n instant to fo rget that , first or all. such \\"Orks arc imbued with 
life-giving forces and in telligence: being in telligent , they stand most in the future while 
giving form a nd passion to the present. and sending a living light to the past. He has 
himself wri llcn and publ ished , most recently a ,·olumc of poet ry. applying the same 
principles on which he built the Collec tion- to ad\'ancc the seminal ideas and their 
operational modes - meaning to prepare. to awaken, and to activate ' ' launching points 
to the rea lm of mind." For many yea rs O ' More has labored to int roduce the idea a nd 
to lay out the plans and open up the way to build a new sacred city which " ·ould scr\'c 
all mankind from this time forward. In a t tempting to continu!' the ,·ision and work or 
his forefa thers, O ' l\lore's intention has a l\\"ays been to place the uni\'crsal treasures 
he has collected through The Garden. 1\"ith additiona l seminal books a nd manuscripts 
to be added , a t the hea rt-core of the new sacred cit y in a great research library. Ha\·cn 
O'More has thereby wished and a imed that , th roug h the lib ra ry 's mincl-a\\akcning 
holdings and activities, mankind would be ne\\" ly inspired and ill uminated in th~ 
necessary and al l-importan t-way for the coming 1110,-cmcnt toward the stars. 
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The fallowing slale111e11/ was.furnished by M,: Michael Davis. 

Michael Davis is a private investor. He is the sole limited 
partner ofThc Garden Ltd. and provided the funding for 
The Garden's Collection of rare books and manuscripts. 
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FORM No, CD 180 (Rov 10/71) , 20M 6 · 72 051786 

Wtie illnm11tntt1ttrnltl7 nf iman.aarfyu.aett.a 
JOHN F.X. DAVOREN 

Secretary of the Commonwealth 
STATEHOUSE 

BOSTON, MASS. 02133 

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
(UnderG.L.Ch.180) 

Incorporators 
NAME RESIDENCE 

Include given name in full in case of natuml persons: in case of a corporation, give state of incorporation, 

Haven O'Mo:ce 27 Concord Avenue 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

~oe~ hirebl .af~~rm ~i~ The above•named lncorporator(~ Cle t1H• y as e1111e ,enu~. e ~.Ith the intention of fo1·mlng a 
corporation under the provisbns of General Lnws, Chapter 180 and hereby state(s): 

I. The name by which the corporation shn.11 be known is: 

INSTITUTE OF TRADITIONAL SCIENCE, INC. 

2. The purposes for which the corporation Is formed arc as follows: 

SEE PAGE 1A, ANNEXED HERETO 

NOTE: If provisions for which the space provided under Articles 2, 3 and 4 Is not sufficlent,a<ldltlc,ns should be 
ftCI 0111 on continuation sheet, lo be numbered 2A, 28, etc. lndlcnte under each Article where the provision Is 
xi:t out. Contlnunllon sheclft shall be on 81/i'' x 11" paper un<l must hnv11 a left•hand margin I Inch wide for 
binding. Only one side should be used, 
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If the corporation has more than one class of members, the designation of such classes, th-: manner of 
election or appointment, the duration o! membership and the qualification and rights, including voting 
rights, of the members of each class, are as follows:-

'l'he Corporation has only one class of members. 

Other lawful provisions, If any, for the conduct llld regulation of the business and affairs of the cor
pnratlon, for Its voluntary dissolution, or for limiting, defining, or regulating the powers of the corporation, 
or of Its directors or members, or of any clau of members, arc as follows:-

SEE PAGE 2A, ANNEXED HERETO 

, • If them: urc: no provision~ state "None", 
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PAGE 1A 

INSTITUTE OF TRADITIONAL SCIENCE, INC. 
PURPOSES 

The purposes of this charitable, non-profit corporation 
shall be to explore the knowledge and learning of ancient 
civilizations, particularly Greek, Indian, Chinese and those 
of the Middle Eastern Countries, especially as transmitted 
by ancient writings and textR in Sansk~it, Greek, Chinese 
and Hebrew; to study the applicability, relevance and 
relationships of such knowledge and learning to contemporary 
life in its broadest scope, encompassing inter alia the con
temporarsJ areas of religion, th~ physical and biological 
sciences, medicine-nutrition and philosophy; and to transmit 
this knowledge and learning and the energy stored in these 
ancient works to the present time period and to future gener
ations. 

In the pursuit of these purposes, the Institute of 
Traditional Science, Inc., shall have the additional purposes and 
powers to carry on the following activities: 

1. To carry on research, study, experimentation and 
other scholarly activity; 

2. To carry on and promote writing and publication, 
originals and translations, as well as the production and 
exhibition of films and other audio-visual aids; 

• 3. To carry on a program of instruction and teaching, 
in classroom groups, seminars and individual instruction and 
to establish teaching centers and classroom facilities; 

4. To establish libraries and archives of relevant 
published books and materials, unpublished manuscripts and 
other study materials for use by researchers, students and 
scholara of Traditional Science; 

5. To acquire and dispose of, use, lease and operate 
property of ~11 kinds, real and personal, tangible and 
intangible wheresoever located, which may be necessary or 
desirable in the carrying out of the purposes of the Institute 
of Traditional Science, Inc. 

6. Tu do and engage in any and all lawful a.::ti.vi ties, 
that may be incidental or necessary to any of the foregoing 
purposes, and to have, and exercise all other powers and 
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authority now or hereafter conferred npon corporations or
ganized pursuant to Chapter 180 of the General Laws. 

* * * 

This Corporation shall be organized and operated exclusively 
for educational, religious, and charitable purposes within the 
meaning of Section 50l(aj and Section 50l(c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954, as amended, and regulations propounded 

;.J by the Secretary of the Treasury thereunder. 
:_91,a._ 

If the Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., should be 
determined to be a Private Foundation pursuant to the provisions of 
Section S09(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended, then 
in that event, the Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., agrees 
that it shall: 

l. Distribute its income for each taxable year at 
such time and in such manner as not to subject the foundation 
to tax under Section 4942 of the Internal Revenue Code, and 

2. Not engage in any acts of self-dealing (as defined 
in Section 494l(d) of the Code), retain any excess business 
holdings (as defined in Section 4943(c) of the Code), make 
any investments in such manner as to subject the foundation 
to tax under Sectior. 4944, nor make any taxable expenditures 
(as defined in Section 4945 (d) of the Code) • 

* * * 
The following is offered by way of further elucidation 

of the aims and purposes of the Institute of Traditional 
Science, Inc., stated in the terminology of Traditional Science. 

~he primary purpose of the Institute of Traditional 
Science, Inc., is to ground itself and all its acitivities in that 
higher Knowledge which can most scientifically be called 
Triple Knowledge (Sanskrit, trayI vidya). 

Awarenesr, of Triple Knowledge shows that any other angle 
of approach constitutes a mere rearrangement of some phenomenolo
gical aBpoct of manifestation, In short, any other angle of 
,,ppro1ich does not reach Reality1 thus its foundations being 
rooted in shifting sand, whatever structure arises proves unstable. 
Triple Knowledge immediately clarifies the meaning and aims 
of all existence. Triple Knowledge cannot be classified in 
any framework or by any category, but in a manner of speaking 
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and putting it as accurately as possible in an extremely short 
compass, it spans in their broadest relationships the contem
porary areas of religion, physical and biological sciences, medi
cine-nutrition and philosophy. (All areas of human knowledge 
are essentially interrelated1 Triple Knowledge expresses and 
demonstrates this.) ' 

Further, an accurate and scientific inquiry into Triple 
Knowledge finds expression in the existential realization 
of the sacred monosyllable OM, which expresses the essence 
of the Veda (Knowledge outside the confines of the space-time 
continuum, anJ not bound by any form or name), and is here 
understood as the ideographic symbol of atrna, the Root of the 
root (and itself without a root for if it had a root it could 
not be~ Root). The Vedic text upon which the Institute 
of Traditional Science and all its activities are grounded 
states this accordingly: 

"OM, this syllab:i.e (akshara) is everything that is: 
its explication follows. That whirn was, that which 
is and that which will be, truly all is Ornkara (the 
Universe principally identified with Brahma, and, 
as such, symbolizod by the sacred monosyllable OM), 
and all else that is not subject to threefold time 
(trikala, that is, the temporal condition viewed un
der its three modalities of past, present and future) 
is also truly Oro~ara. Assuredly this Atma (of which 
all things are but the manifestation) is Brahma, and 
this Atma (relatively to the various states of the 
being) has four conditions (padas, a word signifying 
literally 'feet'), in truth, all this is Brahma." 

The secondary purpose(s) of the Institute of Traditional 
Science, Inc., will be to transmit Triple Knowledge. 

In the process of transmitting Triple Knowledge, the 
Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., will investigate the 
fundamental principles supportin,.9_man and Nature, both of 
which can be considered in the realm of manifestation, and 
the underlying principles of the non-manifestation which is 
the sustuining Source of all which is manifest. 

Triple Knowledge is attainable only by total use of 
Intellect (Sanskrit, buddhi1 Gt·eek, nous) to define human 
consclousness and precisely locate it. Intellect, which 
manifests itself as Consciousness, is the container (receptacle) 
of Triple Knowledge. To bring into being such Consciousneos, 
it is, therefore, within the purposes of the Institute to 
explore the nature and degrees of consciousness and develop 
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the immense and largely untappped human potential by returning 
to the Source. This return is made possible through the dis
cipline of Supreme Yoga: the space-time continuum which inhibits 
awareness is ruptured. 

The Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., will continually 
work with Traditional sources and texts -- particularly the 
Sanskrit, Greek, Chinese and Hebrew. In doing so the Institute 
of Traditional Science, Inc., will examine past and present civiliza-
ti.ons both ancient and modern, both o~cidential and oriental. ·· 
It is a purpose of the Institute bf Traditional Science, Inc., to 
uncover and to transmit the immensely valuable eneLgy stored 
in the texts and civilizations to this time period and beyond. 
This function may be called the transmission of Traditional 
Science. The Institute of Traditional Science, Inc., seeks, 
its work, to establish in this time period an awareness at 
the highest level of First Principles -- thus healing the 
fragmented modern psyche, and by this healing or synthesiz.:1.ng 
to demonstrate the essential interrelation of all areas of 
knowledge. · 
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OTHER L1\WFUL PROVIS IONS 

1. The corporation shall have no capital stock. 

2. No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall 
inure to the benefit of any member, director, officer of the 
Corporation, or any private individual (except that reasonable 
compensation may be paid for services rendered to or for the 
Corporation affecting one or more of its purposes), and no 
member, director, officer of the Corporation, or any private 
individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of 
any of the corporate assets on dissolution of the Corporation. 
No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall 
be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to 
influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate 
in or intervene in (including the publication or distribution of; 
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for 
public office. 

3. The property of the members of the organization shall 
not be subject to any corporate liabilities to any extent whatso
ever. 

4. The corporation shall, to the extent legally permissible, 
indemnify each of its present or former directors and officers 
and any person who may be then serving or who may have previously 
served at its request as a· director or officer of any ·other organi
zation in which it has an interest and it may, to the extent author
ized by the directors, indemnify present or former employees and 
othe~ agents or any person who may be then serving or who may have 
previously servec at its request as an employee or agent of any 
other organization in which it directly or indirectly owns or owned 
share- ~r of which it is or was a creditor against all liabilities, 
expE ;;ses and attorney's fees, including amounts incurred or paid 
by 11im (a) in connection with the defense or disposition of any 
action, suit or proceeding, civil or criminal, and any appeal· 
therein, in which he is made a party or inVolv6d by reason of· 
being or having been such director, officer, employee or other 
agent, (b) in connection with any proceeding in advance of the 

;~~ final disposition of such action, suit or proceeding, (c) in satis-
. ~ faction of judgments or as fines and penalties, or (d) in connection 

with any compromise or settl~ment first approved by (i) a disin
terested majority of the directors then in office, or (ii) a majority 
of the disinterested directors then in office, provided that there 
has been obtained an opinion in writing of independent legal counsel 
to the effect that such director, officer, employee or other agent 
~ppearo to have acted in good faith in the reasonable belief that 
his action was in the best interests of the corporation, or (iii) 
by a majority of the members at the time 'entitled to vote for 
directors exclusive of any member who may be ~n interested director 
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or officer, upon receipt of an undertaking by the person in
demnified to repay such amount if he shall be adjudicated to be 
not entitled to indemnification. An "interested" director 
is one against whom in such capacity the proceedings in ques
tion or another proceeding on the same or similar grounds is 
then pending. 

~• Such indemnification may include payment by the corpora-
··•~- tion of expenses incurred in defending a civil or criminal 

action or proceeding in advance of the final disposition of 
such action or proceeding, upon receipt of an undertaking by 
th~ person indemnified to repay such pnyment if he shall be 
adjudicated to be not entitled to indemnification under this 
section. 

Notwithstnnding the foregoing, indemnification shall not 
be provided for any person with respect to any matter as to 
which he shall have been adjudicated in ,any proceeding not to 
have acted in good faith in the reasonable belief that his 
acti0~ was in the best interests of the corporation. 

•Any right to indemnification arising hereunder shall inure 
to the benefit of the heirs, executors or administrators of any 
such officer or director, employee or other agent and shall be 
in addit~on to all other rights to which such officer, director, 
employee or other agent may be entitled as a matter of law. 

• The corporation may purchase and maintain insurance on 
behalf of any such director, officer, employee or other agent 
above mentioned against any liability incurred by him in any 
such qapacity or arising out of his status as such, whether or 
not the corporation would have the power to indemnify him against 
such liability. 

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles 
of Organization, the Corporntion shall not conduct or carry on 
any activities not permitted to be conducted or carried on by 

.an organization exempt under Section 50l(c) (3) of the Intcrnnl 
Revenue Code and its Regulations as they now exist or us they 
mny hereafter be amended, or by an orgnnization, contributions 
to which nre deductible under Section 170 (c) (2) of such Code 
and Regulations as they now exist•or as they may hareafter be 
amended. 

6. Upon the 'dissolution of the Corporation or the winding 
up of its affnirs, the assets of the Corporation shall be dis
tributed exclusively to charitable, religious, scientific, teit
ing for pub~ic safety, literary, or educational organizations 
which would then qualify under the provisions of Section SOl(c) (3) 
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of the Internal Revenue Code and its Regulations as they now 
exist or as they may hereafter be amended. 

7. The By-laws of the Corporation may be altered, amended 
or repealed at any Annual or Special Meeting of the members 
called for the purpose of which the notice shall specify the 
subject matter of the proposed alteration, amendment or repeal 
of the sections to be affected thereby by vote of the members 
entitled to vote 6n the question. The By-laws may also be 
altered, amended or repealed by vote of the majority of the 
directors then in office, except that the directors shall not 
take any action which (a) excludes or limits the right of a 
member to vote on a matter, or (b) provides for indemnification 
of directors or affects the powers of directors or officers to 
contract with the Corporation. 

Any By-law so altered, amended or repealed by the direc
tors may be further altered, amended or.reinstated by the 
members in the above matter. 
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5. By-laws of the corporation have been duly adopted and the Initial directors, president, treasurer and clerk 
or other presiding, financial or recording officers whose names are set out below, have been duly elected. 

6. The effective date of organization of the corporation shall be the date of filing with the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth or if later date is desired, specify date, (not more than 30 days after date of filing.) 

7. The following information shall not for any purpose be treated as a permanent part of the Articles of 
Organization of the corporation. 

a. The post office address of the initial principal office of the corporation in Massachusetts is: 

27 Concord Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

b. The uame, residence, and post office address of each of the Initial directors and following officers of 
the corporation are as follows: 

NAME RESIDENCE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
27 Concord Ave. P.O. Box 284 

P 'd Haven O 'More , · . res1 ent: ............................... Cambridg.e, .. Mass •........ ,Camb:r;i,dga,. -Mass •. 

27 Concord Ave. P.O. Box 284 

Treasurer: .~m:~~- .Q .' MQ;r;<¢, .•..•••.•.• C.c\IllP.:r;;i..c;lg,E;), .. ~.1:l!;l.S., ......... CF\ll\P.:r:j..c;lg.~,, .Mae .s .•. 

24 Concord Ave. 24 Concord Ave. 

Clerk: ..... ~.:i,t;:h~!:!.l.-. A,. ,I;>iW;i..l? .' ..•.. C.a,IllP.:r;;i.,c;lg,E;), .. ~M.S., .......•. Cp,I\\P.:r;;i.,c'J.g.~, . .Mae.s .•. 

Directors: (or officers having the powers of directors) 
27 Concord Ave. 

Haven O'More Cambridge, Mass. 
27 Concord Ave. 

Lorea O'More Cambridge, Mass. 
24 Concord Ave. 

Michael A. Davis Cambridge, Mass. 

c. The date initially adopted on which the corporation's fiscal year ends is: 

October 31 

P.O. Box 284 
Cambridge, Mass. 

P.O. Box 284 
Cambridge, Mass. 
24 Concord Ave. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

!!. The date initially fixed in the by•laws for the annual meeting of members of the corporation is: 

Last Wednesday of January 

e. The name and business address of the resident agent, if any, of the corporation is: 
_.... 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF and undt:r the penalties of perjury the above-named INCORPORATOR(S) sign(s) 
these Articles of Organization this 4th day of September, 1974. 

~ .. O.'.UA"-~-c: ............................................................... . 

The Mlgnuturc uf cuch incorporntor which Is not a nnturnl person muat be by an Individual who shall show th1• 
cupncity in which he nets nnd by signing shnll represent under the penalties of perjury that he is duly nuthorize<I 
on it~ bchulf lo sign these Articles of Orgnni1.11tlon. 
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SEP 27 1974 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

CORPOR,\1 IOi-1 D1'1UOil 

SECf·(tT M<Y'S OiTICE 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 180 

I hereby certify that, upon an examination 
of the within-written articles of organization, 
duly submitted t◊ me, it appears that the 
provisions of the General Laws relative to the 
organi1.ation of corporations have been com· 
plied with, and I hereby approve said articles; 
and the filing fee In the amount of $30.00 having 
been paid, said articles are deemed lo have b~/n 
filed witj;Jne t s c:27 ~y 

of~~,._,,_,._,,,,~~ ~ 

Bnectlve date 
· .,R,.;::-/~}:/.9 cv~o-~) 

JOHN F.X. DAVOREN 
Secretary of the Common wen/th 

TO BE FILLED IN BY CORPORATION 
CHARTER TO BE SENT TO 

· ~~l!~~~~·,-11~~~·1?!;~~~:1i1 ·t:· ~uama·n · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
. l'h:r.:i.~. ,Qc;ip,t,<;i,r: .:P.~£.1,Z:.~ ................................. . 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
......... . ,;J,2.7-·8"!/)/t, .............................. . 

CHARTER MAILED //- z.J-/'17 9- MIi -
DELIVERED 
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, 1. 

CERTIFICATE OF LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, being desirious of fo.rming 

a limited partnership, pursuant to the laws of the State 

of New York, do certify as follows: 

1. The name of the partnership is THE GARDEN 

LTD. 

2. The character of the business is primarily 

to write and develop new manuscripts, to rewrite, edit 

and publish manuscripts, and to hold and collect rare 

books and manuscripts. 

3. The location of the principal place of 

business is Elm Avenue, Millerton, New York 12546. 

4. The name and place of residence of the 

sole general partner is as follows: 

Name 

Haven O'More 

Place of Residence 

27 Concord Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

The name and place of residence of the sole 

limited partner is as follows: 

Name 

Michael Davis 

Place of Residence 

Sugarhill Lot. No. l 
Eastman 
Grantham, New Hampshire 03753 
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5. The term for which the partnership is to 

exist is until the close of business on June 16, 2029. 

6. The limited partner has contributed 

marketable, listed securities having an agreed value 

at October 20, 1983 of $10,050,000, subject to bank 

indebtedness of $2,350,000 which the Partnership will 

assume, and rare books having an agreed value at October 20, 

1983 of $6,000,000. 

7. The limited partner has not agreed to make 

any additional contributions to the partnership. 

8. Except upon the dissolution of the partner

ship, no time has been agreed upon when the contribution 

of the limited partner is to be returned. 

9. The share of the profits or the other com

pensation by way of income which the limited partner shall 

receive by reason of his contribution is as follows: the 

first $100,000 of dividend income received in each cal

endar year by the partnership after the partnership has 

first allocated dividend income to the payment of interest 

on partnership indebtedness, and 25% of the remaining net 

profits. 

10. The limited partner may not, without the 

consent of the general partner, sell, assign, encumber 

or otherwise transfer all or any part of his interest 
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in the partnership. The transferee of such right shall 

not, without the consent of the general partner, become 

a substituted limited partner. 

11. No additional general partner or limited 

partner may be admitted to the partnership without the 

consent of the limited partner other than Lorea O'More. 

12. No limited partner has priority over 

other limited partners as to contributions or as to 

compensation by way of income. 

13. The partnership may continue the business 

on the death, retirement or insanity of the general 

partner only if Lorea O'More consents to become the 

general partner. If she should become the successor 

general partner, the partnership may not be continued 

upon her death, retirement or insanity. 

14. The limited partner is given the right 

upon dissolution to receive securities contributed by 

him and other securities held by the partnership at 

their fair market value at the time of dissolution up 

to the balance in his capital account at the time of 

dissolution. 

15. This certificate is executed by the general 

partner on his own behalf and as attorney -in fact 

. --·---- ------·-··· ·---··-·------·····-···-·--·---
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on behalf of the Limited Partner pursuant to a power 

of attorney contained in the Limited Partnership 

Agreement dated October 20, 1983. 

Dated: November 17, 1983 

'1'1111! 0/\IU)fl:N 1,'l'I> • 

General Partner, and 
Michael Davis, Limited Partner 

By ·+-\;-, ._:______ c, 1 \_1'-/, '-" '- ' ------- • 

Haven O'More on his own 
behalf and as Attorney-in-
Fact for the Limited Partner 
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STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS 
ss.: 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX ) 

On this 17th day of November in the year 1983, 
before me Ann P. SulliTan , a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Haven O'More, known to me to be the 
person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
and he acknowledged to me that he executed the same. 

Witness my hand and official seal. 

(Notarial Seal) 

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS 
ss. : 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX ) 

On this 17th day of November in the year 1983, 
before me Ann P. Sullivan , a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Haven O'More, known to me to be the 
person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
as the attorney-in-fact of Michael Davis, and he acknowledged 
to me that he subscribed the aforesaid name thereto as 
principal, and his own name as attorney-in-fact. 

Witness my hand and official seal. 

(Notarial Seal) 

Notary Public . 

7 )o/ Q~-u:~~--~ 
Oo/ iitr/ 
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THE GARDEN LTD. 

Article XIV. Power of Attorney 

14.01. The Limited Partner hereby constitutes 
and appoints the General Partner his true and lawful agent 
and attorney-in-fact, with full power of substitution, in 
his name, place and stead to make, execute, sign, acknowl
edge, deliver and file on behalf or in respect of the 
Partnership and pursuant to this Agreement: 

(a) a Certificate of Limited Partnership, as well 
as amendments thereto or any restatement thereof, re
quired to be filed under the Partnership Law of New 
Hampshire or the laws of any other State in which such 
a certificate is required to be filed; 

(b) amendments to this Agreement; 

(c) any documents which may be required 
to effect the continuation of the Partnership 
or the dissolution and termination of the Part
nership; and 

(d) any other instrument which may be 
required or permitted to be filed by the Part
nership under the laws of any State or by any 
governmental agency, or which the General 
Partner, in his sole discretion, deems advis
able to file. 

The foregoing grant of authority (i) is a Power of Attor
ney coupled with an interest, is irrevocable, and shall 
survive the death of the Limited Partner; (ii) may be 
exercised by the General Partner for the Limited Partner 
individually by the signature of such General Partner as 
attorney-in-fact: and (iii) shall survive the delivery of 
an assignment by a Limited Partner of the whole or any 
portion of his iriterest, except that where the assignee 
thereof has been approved for admission to the Partnership 
as a substituted Limited Partner pursuant to Article X, 
the Power of Attorney shall survive the delivery of such 
assignment for the sole purpose of enabling the General 
Partner to execute, acknowledge and file any instrument 
necessary to effect such substitution. In the event of 
any conflict between the provisions of the Agreement and 
any document executed or filed by the General Partner 
pursuant to this Power of Attorney, the Agreement shall 
govern. 

I, ~obert Anthoine, ~ member of the B~r oi the St~te of New York, 
do certify that the foregoing Article XIV is a true copy of 
Article XIV contained in the Limited Partnership Agreement of 
The Garden Ltd. executed and acknowledged by the partners on 
October 31, 1983. 

Robert An 
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CERTIFICATE OF LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, desiring to amend the Certificate 

of Limited Partnership of THE 6ARDEN LTD., filed in the office 

of the County Clerk of the Dutchess County on the ninth day 

of December 1983, and being severally sworn, do hereby certify 

as follows: 

1. The amount of the contribution of Michael Davis, 

the limited partner, has been increased from $13,700,000 to 

$17,001,589.78, and accordingly Article 6 of the certificate 

for the formation of the limited partnership is hereby amended 

so that the same shall be and read as follows: 

"6. The limited partner has contributed market

able securites having an agreed value of $9,246,000, 

subject to bank indebtedness of $2,350,000 which the 

partnership has assumed and rare books having an 

agreed value of $6,000,000, and cash in the amount 

of $4,105,589.78. 

2. The right of the limited partner to withdraw 

capital has been amended to permit the withdrawal of $100,000 

each year, and accordingly Article 8 of the certificate for 

the formation of the limited partnership is hereby amended 

so that the same shall be and read as follows: 
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"B. The limited partner shall have the right 

to withdraw from his capital account the sum of 

$100,000 in each calendar year. Except upon the 

dissolution of the partnership, no time has been 

agreed upon when the remainder of the contribution 

of the limited partnership is to be returned." 

3. The right of the limited partner to receive the 

first $100,000 of dividend income has been terminated, and 

accordingly Article 9 of the certificate for the formation 

of the limited partnership is hereby amended so that the same 

shall be and read as follows: 

"9. The share of the profits or the other com

pensation by way of income which the limited partner 

shall receive by reason of his contribution is 25% 

of the net profits." 

This certificate is executed by the general partner 

on his own behalf and as attorney-in-fact on behalf of the 

Limited Partner pursuant to a power of attorney contained in 

the Limited Partnership Agreement dated October 20, 1983. 

Dated: October 1, 1984 

THE GARDEN LTD. 

,1 

General Partner, and 
Michael Davis, Limited Partner 

By ~'-"-- 0 \½-Au u ---
Haven O'More on his own 
behalf and as Attorney-in
Fact for the Limited Partner 
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STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS) 
: 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX ) 

t/J . 
On.-]his /x' d~y of October in the year 1984, 

before me /r?lnc'/4 (_jc-'V ('/r:'C(_L/jr--- , a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Haven O'More, known to me to be the 
person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
and he acknowledged to me that he executed the same. 

Witness my hand 

(Notarial Seal) 

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS) 
: ss.:. 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX ) 

PATRICIA DEVERE.~.u:(, Not.i,ry Pub!ic 

My Comml&s!on IJ<p:ro• riovambor 2·1-, tgg!) 

-1)1 
On ~is /1, d~y of October in the year 1984, 

before me /c'-7/-rl(!/<l __ /):,_~ 1.-'t'it~C<..tl/-, a Notary Public, 
personally appeared Haven O'More, known to me to be the 
person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
as the attorney-in-fact of Michael Davis, and he acknowledged 
to me that he subscribed the aforesaid name thereto as 
principal, and his own name as attorney-in-fact. 

Witness 

(Notarial Seal) 
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DOLPHIN REALTY TRU.§!. 

DECLARATION OF TRUST 

. 'l'hia Declaration of Trust made and entered into aa·of 

.the· ,,.,.,.-tday of January, 1975. 
' t 

W I T N E S S E T H a -- ...... ,-----.--•-

.. 

The µndersigned HAVEN O'MORE, LOREA HONEYCUTT O'MORE and 

MialAEL DAVIS, all of Cambridge, Middlesex county, Massachusetts, 

· who together· w.ith our succes~ora are liereinafter referred to as 

·. "Trustees", do hereby declare that we and qur successors in trust 

will hold any and all property that may be conveyed to us as . . 

;-: .·:·.; Trustees hereunder (including, without limitation, the property 

conveyed to us by deed to be recorded concurrently with the 

recording of this instrument), .ppo1t the terms set forth herein, 

· for the sole benefit of the beneficiaries ?ereinafter referred 'to. 

'.:l. ·. The term "Trusteesll, wherever used herein, shall include 
.such·•person or persons who hereafte:i:-. are serving as Trustee or 
'l'rusteel:l. hereunder, and the rights, powersf authority and 
privileges granted hereunder to the Truste·es may be exercised by 
such person or persons, subject to the I~ovisions hereof. 

2. The trust hereby established shall be known as DOLPHIN 
REALTY TRUST• . . 

·3. The beneficiaries of this trust are shown on the 
·. Schedule of Beneficiaries executed this day by them and the 

Trustees, and filed with '.the Trustees. Any.Trustee may, without 
impropriety, become a beneficiary hereunder and exercise all 
rights of a beneficiary with the same effect as though he were 
not ,;a 'l'rustee. 
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4. The Trustees shall hold the property conveyed to·them 
as Trustees~ and receive all the gains and profits therefrom for 
the benefit of the beneficiary or beneficiaries from time to 
time (hereinafter called the "beneficiaries"), and shall make 
all distributions pursuant to the directions of the beneficiaries • 

. s. subject to the consent of the beneficiaries, the 
Trustees shall have full power and authority to deal with all 
property conveyed to them as Trustees hereunder. The Trustees • • 

·\shall have full legal title to all property of the Trust, wherever· 
J located or situated at any time held or received by them as Trus... .. , . 
tees under the terms ofthis Trust. · 

6. Except as expressly provided in this instrument, the 
· Trustees shall have no power to deal in or with the trust 'estate; 
except as directed by the beneficiaries. When as, if and to. 
the extent specifically directed by the beneficiaries, ths 
Trustees shall have full power and authority to sell,: assign, 
mortgage, deal with, or otherwise dispose of, all or any part 
of the trust. property (including, without limitation, the full 

,power and authority to delegate, by a writing signed by the: 
Trustees, to any person or persons, acting singly or together· 
with others, and whether or not serving as a Trustee here ... 
under, full power and authority to sign checks, drafts, notes, 

.pills of exchange, acceptances, undertakings and other instru• 
ments or orders for the payment, transfer or withdrawal of : . .,, 
money for whatever purpose and to whomsoever payable, including · 
those al.awn to the inuividuc:11: order of a signer, and all 
waivers of demand, protest, notice of p1:otest or dishonor of 
any check, note, bill, draft or other instrument made, drawn 
or endorsed in the name of said trust), and as lessoror as 
lessee, to execute and deliver leases and ·subleases,. and to 
borrow money and to execute and deliver notes or other evi
dence of such borrowing, and to grant or acquire rights or 

, easements and enter into agreements or arrangements with res• 
pect to the trust property. 

7. Any and all in·struments executed .pursu~nt ·to powers 
herein contained may create obligations extending over any 
periods of time, including periods extending beyond the date 
of any possible termination of this trust. 

8. Notwithstanding any provisions contained herein, no 
Trustee shall be required to take any action which will, in 
the opinion of such Trustee, involve him in any personal lia• 
bility unless first indemnified to his satisfaction. Any per• 
son dealing with the Tr~tees shall be. fully protected in ac-

. cord~nce with the provisions of Paragraph 15 hereof. · .. 

• 

i .. I 

1. 
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9, Thia trust shall terminate upon the death of Haven 
O'More, unless sooner xerminated as hereinafter provided. 

10. Any Trustee hereunder may_ resign by written instru
ment signed and acknowledged by such Trustee and recorded with 
Middlesex South Registry of Deeds. . · . 

11~ Succeeding or additional Trustees may be appointed 
or any Trus.tee removed by an instrument or instruments in 
writing, signed by the beneficiaries, provided, in each case, 
that such instrument or instruments, or a certificate by any 
Trustee naming the Trustee or Truotoes appointed or removed, 

· and, in the oaso of any appointment, the acceptance in writing 
by the Trustee or Trustees appointed, sha.11 be recorded with 
said Deeds. · 

· 12. Upon the appointment of any succeeding Trustee, the 
title to the trust estate shall, thereupon and without the 
nec~ssity of any conveyance, be vested in said succeeding Trustee 
jointly with the remaining Trustees, if any. Each succeeding 
Trustee shall have all the rights, powers, authority and privi
leges as if named as an original Trustee hereunder. 

13. No Trustee shall be required to· furnish bond. 

14. :,This Declaration of Trust may be amended from time to 
time by an instrument in writing signed by the then Trustee(s) 
hAr1:mnc'h=ir anr.l authorized by the hAnAfiniariAs, providAd, in 
each case, that the instrument of amendment, or a certificate· 
by any trustee setting forth the terms of such amendment, shall 

'be- recorded with said Deeds. 

15. No Trustee hereunder ehall be liable for any error of 
judgment nor for any loss arising vut of any act or omission in 
good faith, by such Trustee, by any other Trustee of by any 
agent, employee or representative of the Trustees, but shall be 
responsible only for his own wilful breach of trust. The Trustees 
and each agent, employee or representative of the Trustees shall 
be entitled to reimbursement out of the trust propl;!rty for his or 
their reasonable expenses and outlays and shall be indemnified 
and reimbursed for any personal loss, cost, liability, expense 
or damage by them or any of them incurred or suffered in the 
administration of th~ trust property or in conducting any 
business or performing any act authorized or permitted by.this 
trust, but such indemnity or reimbursl;!ment shall be limited to 
the trust property, and no beneficiary shall be personally or in
dividually liable therefor to any extent. No license of court 
shall,· be,. irequisite to the validity of ~ny transaction entered 
into· by th.a Trustees. No purchaser o+ lender shall be under 
any liqbility ,to see to the ·application of: the purchase money 
or of qny money or property loaned or delivered to the Trustees, 
or to'see that·the terms and conditions of .this trust have been 
compli~d .with., ' · · 

• ' I ' . ' ' 

/ 
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16. Every agreement, lease, deed, mortgage or othQr in
strument executed by the Trustees shall be conclusive evidence 
in favor of every person relying thereon or claiming thereunder. 
that, at the time of the delivery the::reof, this trust was· iri '· 
full force and effect and that the execution and delivery 
thereof was duly directed by the beneficiaries. Any person 
dealing with the trust property or the Trustees may always rely, 
without further inquiry, on a certi:Hcate signed by any person, 
appearing from the records of said Deeds, to be a Trustee here
under as to who are the Trustees or the beneficiaries hereunder, 
or as to the authority of.the Trustees to act, or as to the 
existence or non-existence of any fact or facts which constitute 
conditions precedent to.acts by the Trustee, or which are in,' 
any other manner germane to the affairs of this trust. 

17. Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraphs 15 and 16 
hereof, no deed, mortgage, or promossory note secured by a mortgage,. 
of any property held by the Trustees hereof shall be ·valid and··· 
binding upon the trust unless signed by ·ill of the Trustees,· . • ' 
with the exception that a single Trustee may sign sucih instruments · • 
if so authorized !n, writing by all of the beneficiari~s hereoi. 

18. Except as otherwise herein provided, every act or thing. 
done and every power exercised or obligation incurred by ,a 
T~ustee in the administration of this trust or in connection 
with ·any business property or concerns of this trust., whether 
ostensibly in his own name or in 'his capacity as Trustee, shall 
he c'loi·,e, e:,;:erci.sed .or ir-.cur'red by him as a Trustee and not ·as 
an individual~ and every person pontracting or dealing with 
the Trustees or any of them or having any debt, claim or 
judgment against them shall look only to the funds.and prope:rty 
of the trust for payment or satisfaction: and n9 Trustee, · 
beneficiary or agent of the trust shall ever be personally liable 
for or on account of any contract, debt, tort,. claim, damage, 
judgment or decree arising out of or.in connection with the• trust 
property or the conduct of the business of the trust. A 
stipulation or notice to this effect may be inaerted in any. 
contract or instrument executed by the Trustees or their agents, 
but the omission thereof shall not bo·construed os,a waiver .of . 
the foregoing provision and shall not render tho Trustee or agents 
personally liable~ Notwithstanding the foregoing, however,·. 
the restrictions contained within this Paragrnph shall not · 
apply to any agreement or obligation, provided the.same is'ih 
writing, and further provided the signature of .the iJ.'rustee 
.involved appeard\ immediately .>abovEI .or hext to the word: '.1in;.. i 
diVidually. 11 i · .. , .. · : . 

Date Filed 5/16/2022 3:42 PM
Superior Court - Middlesex
Docket Number 



,'.'.' 

eK I 2 7 5 8 PG 6 3 8 
' . 

I· i 

11> 

· WITNESS the exe~ution hereof, under seal, this 

day of January, 1975. 

~ Q'V.;o 
· aeiiV.More· 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESF.X, S~3'. 

Then personally appeared the above named Haven O'More 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESElC, SS •. I, 1975 

Then personally appeared the a~ov~ named Lorea Hon~ycutt 

o• More and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be he.r .free 

act and deed, before me. 

I 
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I 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

I 
.. MIDDLESEX, ss. ~?-s,-·_ ' , 

. ' 

and 

and 

,· Then personally appeared the above ·named . Michael Davis 
I 

acknowledged 

d~ed, before 
I 

·' [.' 

the foregoihg 
I 

instrument to be •his free act 

Notary Public 

PGS.39 : 

·1975 

. ·, , 
My Commission ~~pires_s ~f~,f ~1. 

I 
r . 

. • I 

I •, 

j 
,· 
I 
I 
' 

' I 

·1 

'' : ' 

.. ,• . 

, . . ; 

, . 
.. ·: ', 

' ' t ' 

1· 
I 
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CITY OF CP. .. MBRiDGE 

COMMUNITY DE\(EL?PMENT [?EPARTMENT 

Cily 1-tntl Annex Inman &, Broadway EXTENSION 344 

RECEIVED. 

OCT 1 31978 
Cf,MBRIDGE tllSTORICAL COMMISSION . Jar~G~ ~- [,{l~van 

, ,Ci~ M~ •r # 

From 0 \ 1 
l!v . 

Date Oqtober 5, · 1978 Davicf--:-v'Y~<ery, Assistant City 
for Communl~y Development. 

Manager 

Su1ject Council Order #10, 9/25/78 re: Negotiations -
Arsenal Square Moratorium 

During t!1e time that the Temporary Development Moratorium has been 
operati·,.re· in Arsenal Square, both the C?mm,uni ty Development Depart
IT:'Jn t and the Historical Commission have met with neighborhood re
siden '.:.s ~•r-id have begun to investigate possibilities for implement
~-ng la11d \lse controls to diminish the intrusions of incompatible 
dcvelopr:-:ent int'o low density residential neighborhoods. 

, I 
,, 

The tl1reat of intrusive developmen·· in Arsenal Square was magnified 
by the der.:oli tion of the two house ; at· 21 Concord Avenue and 14 
(Jarden. Street. The properties bE.11 mg itfo Mr. Haven O'Moore of the 
Ins ti tui:e t-'f T:i.'adi tional Sci,cnce. Prior to :t;he actual demoli tton, 
I inc t h'i th ne igl_lbor.hood re pre sen ta :i ves arid Mr. 0 'Moore to discuss 
his development plans for .th_e properties. Due to the diametrically 
opposed positions concernihg the appropriate future of those build
ings', n-2gotiations · broke down almost immediately and have not been 
revi V(.·d since.· ·· 

The Coriimuni ty De'velopment Department is pursuing several approaches 
to the Arsenal Square problems includ~ng: consideration of possible 
density and bulk regulations for institutional buildin~s on the 
fringc:s of residential neighborhoods; research rof the experiences of 
ot!w1~ cities through the Planning Advisory Service and the Nationo.1 
Iris Ll tu Le of Municipal· Law Officers; and consul to.tion with the His
torical Commission statf to evaluate ways of protecting distinctive 
r0sidc11tial neighb9rhoods from inappropriate development. 

The Ar~enal Square Neighborhood Association approached the Historical 
C.ommiss:lon this summer and asked to have the Arsenal Square and 
Berkley Street neighborhoods considered for Historic District designa
tion. Tile Comrnj_ssion studied the possibility at its September 7, 1978 
meetjn~, but decided not to proceed with designation at this time. 
The Historical Cormnission is working on a draft of a neighborhood 
conservation plan which would offer alternatives to Historj_c District 
desiF,~n:1t:ion for protecting the integri. ty of CnmbridgC: neighborhoods• 
Ik,,,;c·v·cr, these altcrr:o.::::.·:::: f:::::--:ns of dcn:!.gnation will require state 
legislo.t:i.011 which takes a considernbJ.6 amount of time. The threat 
Jn J\1~::-H:,,.nal Square is :irmni n ent and therefore th·e Commission suggested 
that tlw neighbol'l-100<.1 seek protection through the zon:i.ng process 
in the form of an overlay district. 

,. 
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I , · .· :'l'h:is possibility is being considered by the Community Development 

Department's land use staff and will be discussed with neighbor-· 
·· hood .represeptatives in the near future. 

· The Historieal Commission has prepared a draft of a citywide 
demolition ordinanec in response to·another Council order. Such an 

· ordinance,. would provj_rJe4' a measure of protection for Arsenal Square 
and other areas of Cambridge where low-density, older buildings are 
threatened with demolitibn for replacement with more intensive 
development. · · 

I 

The Communj_ t.y Development Department is conti0uing to work on al terna-
ti ves for encouraging development .. in Arsenal---Square and other 
est'ab·l.ished neighborhoods in forms which are compatible in bulk, 
height, building coverage, open space and traffic generating character
istic~, as intended by the moratorium. 

,J • 

't , 11, 

,. 
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Form 41 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX, SS. SUPERIOR COURT, 

.. 
Mic~ael Davis, Indiv., & as 
Trustee 

1--

: ~,ec~~~s!~--~2~-'c!l~T~F ____ i- __ ~~~~- ___ ) No. ; 

Ronald A. Witmer · i 1988 Jan 29:i 1 

1'Judith Gail Dein 
1 1988 Jan 29 :: 2 

Hale and Dorr 

j 60 State Street 
! Boston, MA 02109 
'--:::rp.c-v"-S f->. ~'c.~C, 

ACTION OF 

Eq. Relief 

!i 

ii 

1988 Jan 29 3 

1988 Jan 29 4 

1988 Jan 29 I 5 ,, 
ii 

1988 Jan 29 ii 6 

!1 

1988 Jan 
:1 _7 2 9 :i 

1988 Jan 29 1! 8 
-1 

1988 Jan 

i• 
:I 

29 jl 9 

1988 Jan 29 10 

• 

NO 
I ' 

vs. Haven O'More, Indiv., & as Trustee, et als (3) 

& Trustees (2) 

DOCKET ENTRIES COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTs 

James S. Dittmar 
Richard R. Lavin 

COMPLAINT with demand for Jury _Trial. 
Snter-.cSc~• Plff's motion for appoint- i 
ment of temporary receiver for the affairs; Frank C. Huntington 
of the Garden Ltd., Institute of I Widett, Slater & Goldma i 
Traditional Science and the D~lphin Realt~ 60 State Street 

Trust. 
Plff's motion for ex parte Order of 

Impoundment. and Allowed. (McDaniel, 

Plff's ex parte Findings and Order of 

Impoundment. (McDaniel, J.) 

Boston, MA 02109 

J.) 

Plff's motion for appointment of Special 
Process Server, and Allowed. (McDaniel, J.:) 

Order appointing John J. Landers, Jr., 
as Special Process Server. (McDaniel, J.) 

Affidavit of Thomas Gordon Gutheill, M.D. 

Plff's certificate of belief that no 
• 

liabiLity insurance is available. 
Plff's ex parte motion for approval of 

attachment on trustee process, held by 
Bank of New tngland, N.A,, allowed in 
the sum of $5,000,.000.00 upon the posting of 

a $250.00 Bond. (McDaniel, J.) 
Plff's ex parte motion for approval of 

. r 
trustee process, held by Boston Safe 
~eposit and ~rust Co., a/k/a The Boston 
Company, allowed 1.n the sum· of $5,000,000.00 

upon the posting of a $250.00 Bond. 
(McDaniel, J.) 
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DATE 

1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 
1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 
1988 Jan 29 
1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 

1988 Jan 29 

1988 Feb 2 

1988 Feb 8 

No. 

11 

Michael Davis, Indiv., & as VS _;:.:...::...cc......c...=...:::....::__--=-=.--=--=..;::.J__ ~:..::...::..~-'---"=---=--=--- . 
Haven O'More, Indiv. 

Trustes 

.. 
DOCKET ENTRIES-Continued 

Plff's motion for an ex parte t~mporary restraining order. 

et als & Trustees 

Allowed upon the posting 

It !: of a $100,000.00 Bond. (McDaniel, J.) 
11 

!, 12 j: 
li 13 I! 
!: - I! ,: ,, 

i 

Surety Company Bond in the sum of $100,000.00. (see paper #11) 
Plff's ex parte temporary restraining order (pioposed). (McDaniel, J.) 
The Court having found that no necessity for the giving of security (Mass. R. Civ. 
P. 65 (c) exists, summons issued'with interlocutory order returnable Monday, 

February 8, 1988 at 9:30 A.M. in courtroom lOB, with temporary restraining order 

'under proposed order #13 for temporary restraining order. (McD~niel, J.) 
1! Plff's ex parte motion for attachment, allowed in the sum of $2,000,000.00. (McDaniel, J. 

ti 
i: 
,! 15 

" 
I! 17 
i 

I 
11 18 
ii 
!I 

ii 19 
:i 
! 

Ii ,20 

j 21 

Ii 
" !l Surety Company 

Surety Company 
Findings - The 

bond in the sum of $250.00. 
bond in the sum of $250.00. 

(see paper //9) 
(see paper #10) 

Court approves attachment 

(McDaniel, J.) 

on trustee process for the amount of 

$5,000,000.00. 
Findings - The Court approves attachment on trustee process for the amount of 

$5,000,000.00. (McDaniel, J.) 

Findings - The Court approves attachment of the Defendant's property for the amount 

of $2,000,000.00. (McDaniel, J.) 
Plff's motion to extent order of impoundment, filed in Court. 

ORDER The orders issued by Judge McDaniel on January 29, 1988, are to remain 
in full force and effect through February 9, 1988, at which time there will be a 

hearing in front of Judge Izzo in Courtroom 7A, as to the pending matters. 

By the Court, (Izzo, J.) copies sent 

1988 Feb 9 22 ORDER The orders issued by Judge McDaniel on January 29, 1988, are to remain 

• 

in full force and effect through February 11, 1988, at twelve noon, at which time 

there will be a hearing in front of Judge Izzo in Courtroom 7A, as to the pending 

matters. (Izzo, J.) copies sent 

ORDER - The orders issued by Judge McDaniel on January 29, 1988, are to 
remain in full force and effect through Friday, February 12, 1988 a~ 5:00 p.m. or 
the conclusion of an earlier hearing which currently is scheduled for 12:00 p.m, on 

February 12, 1988. (Izzo, J.) copies given in hand 

see over 
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•. 

4· 
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Vs HAVEN O 'MO.RE ET ALS 
-------------------- . ---------------------MICHAEL DAVID 
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1
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a copy of which is attached hereto. 
2. Pursuant to the Stipulation, the parties have agreed to limit disclosure of 

f 
I 

FORM 43 

- ---·· - -·- ...-,, ..•. -. ·-- - .. 

ij/£;:,: 

documents and other materials which identify or describe the rate books and 
manuscripts purchased by any of the parties in accordance with terms of the 

Stipulation. 
3. The parties now desire to enter into discussions with Sotheby's concerning the 

possible sale by Sotheby's of the rare books and manuscripts. In order to assist 

in these discussions, it is necessary to disclose to Southeby's information 

concerning the rare books and manusacipts. 
4. The parties hereby agree that the listing of rare books and manuscripts and 

supplement thereto which were provided to Christie's may be disclosed to Sotheby's 

provided that Sotheby's signs the acknowledgement of confidentiality attached hereto 

as Exhibit A. In addition, the parties may disclose other information regarding the 

rare books and manuscripts to Sotheby's provided, however, that all parties (by 

their counsel) agree to such disclosure. 
5. Except for the disclosures to Sotheby's authorized herein, the Stipulation shall 

remain in full force 

~~-&, 

o....Q._Q O u ; C 
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a copy of which is attached hereto. 
2. Pursuant to the Stipulation, the parties have agreed to limit disclosure of 
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I 
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documents and other materials which identify or describe the rate books and 
manuscripts purchased by any of the parties in accordance with terms of the 

Stipulation. 
3. The parties now desire to enter into discussions with Sotheby's concerning the 

possible sale by Sotheby's of the rare books and manuscripts. In order to assist 

in chest discussions, it is necessary to disclose to Southeby's information 

concerning the rare books and manusacipts. 
4. The parties hereby agree that the listing of rare books and manuscripts and 

supplement thereto which were provided to Christie's may be disclosed to Sotheby's 

provided that Sotheby's signs the acknowledgement of confidentiality attached hereto 
as Exhibit A. In addition, the parties may disclose other information regarding the 

rare books and manuscripts to Sotheby's provided, however, that all parties (by 

their counsel) agree to such disclosure. 
S. Exce~t for the disclosures to Sotheby's authorized herein, the Stipulation shall 
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the Eternal Passion for Books 

The Acclaimed National Bestseller 
With a New Preface by the Author 
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To Have and 

to Have No More 

F
or ten years near the end of the millennium, a phenomenon 

known as the 1980s created unexpected opportunities for book

collecting enthusiasts and evoked stirring images of the good old 

days. Bolstered by a robust economy, aggressive new collectors satis
fied rheir rasre for beautiful objects with a ready willingness co acquire 

chem, whatever the cost. In response, many established owners found 

temptation coo enticing co resist, and rarities once thought out of cir

culation forever suddenly appeared on the market. Price records were 

broken, most dramatically in antiques and the fine arts, but just as 

impressively in books. 

Private libraries were no longer the exclusive preserve of the few. 

While soaring prices made paintings too costly for most people co 

own, books were relatively affordable, and as antiquarian fairs gained 

in popularity, they were much easier co obtain. For many participants, 

collecting meant acquiring rhe first trade editions of favorite contem

porary authors: proven novelises such as John Updike, Anne Tyler, 

225 
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William Kennedy, and Toni Morrison, respected poets such as James 
Merrill, John Ashbery, and Amy Clampitt, or popular genre writers 
such as Stephen King, Ray Bradbury, and Sara Paretsky. 

For all the excitement, though, what recalled the grand spirit of 
the Golden Age most was not the new wave of collectors, but a thrill
ing sequence of auctions that offered bibliophiles and dealers a few rare 
chances at coveted treasures. Three remarkable library sales-cwo occa 
sioned by the deaths of prominent collectors, the other precipated by 
a mysterious partnership under a veil of intense secrecy-created ter

rific excitement. While the numbers are impressive enough in their own 

righr-$37.4 million in 1987-1989 for the Estelle Doheny collection, 
$35.7 million in 1989-1990 for H. Bradley Martin's collection, and 
$ 16.2 million in 1989 for the Garden Ltd.-what made the auctions 

especially memorable was that so much superior material became avail
able over so short a period of time. 

A window of opportunity co build an exceptional library had opened, 
a nd ample "disposable income" was available for just such an enter
prise. "From where I sic, a hundred million dollars is not a lot of money," 

David Redden, a senior vice president at Sorheby's in New York and for 
a number of years the executive in charge of rare books sales, said a few 
weeks after the results of the Garden Ltd. sale had begun to setcle in. 

"Sixteen-point-two million dollars for the Garden collection is tremen
dously gratifying, but just twenty-four hours before those books went 

up for sale, we sold one painting in the same room for twenty-one mil
lion. And ic was not a master painting by any means, it was by Willem 
de Kooning, a living artist. That's five million dollars more tha n the 
Garden totaled, and the Garden was one of the most successful book 
auctions ever." 

Bart Auerbach, a veteran New York bookseller and a principal con
sultant for Christie's, agreed. In May of 1990, he noted, a Japanese busi
nessman paid over $160 million in one week for two paintings, $82.5 
million for Vincent van Gogh's Portrait of Dr. Gachet at Christie's, and 
$78.2 million for Pierre-Auguste Renoir's Le Moulin de La Galette at 
Socheby's. He wondered what might have happened if Tokyo real estate 
tycoon Ryoei Saico's caste in collectibles has been inclined coward books 
instead of art. 
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"For what that man paid for those two paintings, he could have built 
one of the finest private libraries in the world," Auerbach said. And that 

would have included a beautiful building, a staff, and a sustaining endow
ment. "All he had co tell his agent was one thing - 'Keep your paddle in 
the air'-and it would have all been his." Saito certainly acquired "cwo 

nice paintings for his walls," Auerbach acknowledged, but "for a Joe less 
money he could have gone down as one of the great book collectors of 
the twentieth century." 

On November 1, 1994, almost five years to the day of the Garden 
Led. sale, Bart Auerbach and I stood in Christie's Park Avenue gallery 
with several hundred spectators and watched as a contingent of Italian 
bankers accempted co bring back to their country a seventy-two-page 
notebook containing more than three hundred illustrations and scientific 
writings compiled from 1506 co 1510 by Leonardo da Vinci. The con
test co acquire this landmark of creativity, called Codex Hammer since 
1980 in honor of its most recent owner, the late chairman of Occidental 
Petroleum, Armand H ammer, provided an historic case study of just 
what Auerbach was talking about. 

Auctioneer Stephen C. Massey opened the bidding at $5.5 million. 
Within fifteen seconds, the presale estimate of $ 10 million had been 
passed, and advances were being made in $ 1 million increments. After 
two-and-a-half minutes of spirited competition, Massey hammered the 
book down for $28 million to a private collector bidding anonymously 
by telephone; with a commission for the auction house added, the total 

price for the document was $30.8 million, a record for a book or man
uscript sold at auction. 

W illiam H. Gares III, the founder and ch airman of Microsoft 
Corporation and one of the wealthiest persons in the world, was not 

known then as a book collector, yet his acquisition of the manuscript, 
announced che next day, seemed perfectly appropriate. The notebook, 
written in Leonardo's distinctive backward style, contains such specula

tions as why che sky is blue and why fossils can be found on mountain
tops and predicts the invention of the submarine and the steam engine. 
Gates said he would display the manuscript in Italy before installing it 
in his 37,000-square-foot estate on the shores of Lake Washington near 
Seaccle. "I have always had a tremendous respect for Leonardo da Vinci 's 
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intellectual coupling of science and art," the billionaire said. "Ir's very grat

ifying to share an intellectual treasure of this magnitude with the world.~ 

When Carrie Estelle Betzold Doheny died in 1958, she left several mon
uments. Her three abiding passions had been the memory of her hus
band, a California oil baron, Edward Laurence Doheny, from whom she 
inherited a substantial fortune in 1935, her faith, and her books. Her faith 

was expressed through gifts to numerous seminaries, hospitals, and reli
gious charities. In 1939, Pope Pius XII recognized Doheny's generosity 
by making her a countess of the Roman Catholic Church, che first such 
title granted to a Southern California woman {resulting in the nickname 
the Countess). The following year, she was able to pay homage to all of 
her interests with one sweeping gesture. Acting on the suggestion of the 
archbishop of Los Angeles, she commissioned the architect Wallace Neff 
to construct a building in Spanish mission style architecture ac Sc. John's 
Seminary in Camarillo, California, co be che Edward Laurence Doheny 
Memorial Library. 

On the ground floor was the seminary's working library; che sec

ond level was reserved for Mrs. Doheny's sixteen thousand rare books 
and manuscripts. Her most renowned possessions included a collection 
of incunabula, old Bibles, and religious manuscripts, as well as a run of 
English and American literature and superior material relating co che 

exploration and secclement of California. When she died, the entire col
lection passed co the diocese, with the stipulation chat it be kept for at 
lease twenty-five years after her death. In 1986, che diocese announced a 

consignment to Christie's in New York-the Doheny collection-with 
the proceeds earmarked for che education and training of priests. 

While chat sale was caking place, H. Bradley Marcin, che heir of 
a New York steel fortune who starred gathering books while accend
ing Christ Church College at Oxford during the 1920s, d ied at che 
age of eight-two. Martin had maintained two enviable libraries, one in 
Manhattan, the ocher at a Georgian estate in Virginia called Rose Hill. 
For years, there had been talk chat he wanted his books to go to some 
institution. Martin's remarkable collection of ornithology alone was gen

erally regarded as the finest anywhere, institutional or private. Bue his 
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will made no such provisions, and a year after his death, on June 6, 1989, 

rhe Martin library went on che block at Socheby's in New York. When 
rhe nine-part sale concluded in June 1990, $35.7 million had been spent 
for some ten thousand books and manuscripts. 

Boch sales were spread out over several sessions and recorded corals char had 

never been approached in book auctions before. Pride of place in the Doheny sale 
was given co the Old Testament volume of the Gutenberg Bible; top billing in 
the Martin dispersal was a sec of Audubon's Birds of America. In all, cwency-six 

thousand books went under the hammer. Yee the Doheny and Marcin averages 
pale when compared with chose oflesser known dispersals chat rook place dur
ing the same period. In fewer than cwency-four hours on November 9 and 10, 
1989, $16.2 million was spent for 308 "high spots" in world literature, an aver
age of$52,815 per Loe, which exceeded by far the averages logged in either the 
Doheny or Marcin sales ($15,967 and $11,053, respectively). This was che sale 
of the Garden Led. collection, an auction chat above all ochers recalled the reck
less abandon of the Jerome Kern sale sixty years earlier on the eve of the Crash. 

Beyond che impressive numbers and the excitement ic generated 
was che face chat che Garden Led. collection had been built by the most 
baffling book collector co come along in decades. Haven O 'More was 
a complete unknown. Even his name was a curiosity, rumored co be an 
anagram, for "HAVE NO MORE." 

He first attracted international attention in the fall of 1979 when he 
bought impressively at the London sale of an exceptional colleccion of 

books gathered over a span of forty years by Arthur Houghton, Jr., the 
Steuben glass heir whose most enduring monument is a special collec
tions library ac Harvard University chat bears his name. "Haven basically 
swept what he wanted at the Houghton sale," Stephen C. Massey, direc
tor at chat time of rare books at Christie's in New York, said. "That really 

is what made the Garden sale so thoroughly magnificent cen years lacer, 
chat chose Hough con copies-chose books people thought were our of cir
culation for the remainder of their lifetimes-had come back once again." 

Why Arthur Houghton suddenly decided to sell his books in three 
comprehensive sales between June 13, 1979, and June 12, 1980, has never 
been fully explained. He was a principal benefactor of che Houghton 
Library at Harvard University and the donor of some unique John Keats 
material co che university as well, so many people thought his personal 
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collection one day would go co his alma mater. Instead, while still in his 
seventies and a full ten years before his death, Houghton not only decided 

co sell his books, but he chose co sell them in England. 
Whatever his motivation, fabulous treasures assumed to be destined 

for institutions came onto the market. O'More had been buying important 
books for several years prior to the Houghron sale, but most of his pur
chases were negotiated privately through booksellers. In 1976, for instance, 
he quietly paid the New York bookseller Lew David Feldman $150,000 
for che 1543 presentation copy of Nicolaus Copernicus's De Revolutionibus 

Orbium Coelestium, previously owned by Harrison Horblit. The Houghton 
sale, by contrast, was held in an internacional arena amid intense competi
cion. Represented by John Fleming, O'More creaced a scir at the Houghton 

sale by paying premium prices for twenty-cwo magnificent icems. 
While O'More's accivity in London represented a dramatic debut, it 

did noc come as a complete surprise to Scephen Massey, a savvy fourth
generation bookman whose great-grandfather, grandfacher, and fathe,: 
had all been involved in the London book trade. If anything, it con

firmed an urgency the auctioneer had sensed when he met O'More for 
the first time in April 1978. "This elegantly dressed man arrived at our 
Park Avenue gallery one morning and was making a scene," Massey 
recalled. "Because he was demanding to see a book, I got the call to go 
downstairs and deal with him." As Massey approached the disturbance, 
O'More shouted a single sentence: "Do you know who I am?" Massey 
replied that he did not have the slightest idea. "I am H aven O'More,n 
che man declared, "and I want to see this book." 

The book in question was nothing less than a Gutenberg Bible, a 
superb two-volume set of the forty-two-line masterpiece printed at Mainz 

in Germany in the 1450s, and consigned co Christie's for immediate sale 
by the General Theological Seminary of New York. Though prospec
tive buyers were allowed co examine the lot prior to auction, there were 

certain rules, and since the man's behavior that April morning was rude, 
Massey decided to enforce chem. If Haven O'More wanted to see a cata
logued item, he had to make an appointment. 

"I wasn'c worried about losing him," Massey said, "because if che 

book's good enough, they will always call back-they will crawl-if 

they really want the book." Once O'More backed down, though, the 
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two men shook hands and Massey showed him che Bible after all. O'More 
arrived at che sale a few days lacer with the noted San Francisco book

seller Warren Howell and was the underbidder on the Bible, finishing 
second to Bernard Breslauer, who paid $2.2 million in behalf of the 
Wi.imembergische Landesbibliothek in Stuttgart, Germany. 

Had O'More prevailed, the Gutenberg Bible would have been included 

in the Garden Ltd. sale eleven years later, an auction Christie's made a deter
mined effort to secure but lost "in straight combat" to Socheby's. "I breathed 
a sigh of relief on that score," Massey said. "If there had been a Gutenberg 
Bible in there, it would have been a thirty-one-million-dollar sale. The way 

prices were that night? A perfect Gutenberg Bible? Who knows. I am just 
thankful they didn't have it, because that would have been unbearable!" 

Exactly where such an impressive buyer had come from became the 
subject of wild rumor. Some whispered that O'More had worked for the 

Central Intelligence Agency during the 1950s and had been given a new 
identity; others said he had once been an actor. O'More had claimed to 
have written numerous scholarly articles and co have prepared highly sen
sitive evaluations for the government that were classified cop secret. To 
others he spoke of having invented sophisticated weapons systems for the 
U.S. Defense Department. O'More was also purported to be a poet, an 
archicect, and a philosopher. Some more concrete informacion, known 
by a few, was chat he was president of a foundation in Massachusetts 
called the Insticute of Traditional Science. However, a look at ics organi
zational papers was not overly illuminacing: the foundation was commit
red to the transmission of "pure knowledge." O'More had also bragged 
that he could read ancient manuscripts in Greek and Hebrew and was 
adept at several martial arts, including arcane skills once practiced by 
American Indian warriors in the Old West. That melodramatic pose did 
not seem to bother anybody much, chough; what did disturb the old
line collecting community was O'More's brazen boasc-thac he was the 

greatest book collector alive. 

Thirty-four city blocks away from Christie's, in modest offices at 104 
East Twenty-fifth Street, Swann Galleries mounts about thirty auctions 

a year. No van Goghs or Renoirs are offered chere, no Chinese porcelain, 
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no exotic tapestries-bur solid values in books, prints, photographs, and 
ephemera. "You walk into Christie's or Sorheby's chis afternoon with a 
fifteen-hundred-dollar book, and see what they say," Stephen Massey 
said. "Lovely book, they will say, bur sorry, we can't rake ir." But Swann's 

will be delighted co rake it on consignment. "Our bread and butter is 
rhe item that sells in rhe area of five hundred co rwo thousand dollars," 
explained George S. Lowry, president of Swann's. Pardy because of chis 
lower profile, Lowry got co see Haven O'More a few years earlier than 

the fancier houses uptown. 
"Haven O'More arrived like a fireball," Lowry recalled, speaking of 

O'More's appearance on the book-collecting scene in the early seventies. 
"He absolutely lit up the sky. You pay arrention when all of a sudden some 
smarrly dressed guy you haven't seen before is sitting in your gallery and 
spending serious money on books. The man came in with a con of money, 
collected for ten years or so, and rhen disappeared. I'd been head of Swann 

three or four years when he came in with his glamorous wife and bought 
up a lot of books. Nobody knew who he was. I srill don't know, but I was 
impressed." Lowry maintained that in some respects, O 'More actually 
shaped the rare-book marker. "He influenced it co rhe extent chat peo

ple were orchestrating sales and catalogues they thought would appeal 
co him. If you're in the business like me, char scares you a little bir. You 
get scared because here you're dealing with somebody and you have no 
idea what's going rhrough his head. But I have to say this about him. He 

always bought what he wanted. He didn't come co shop. He came to buy." 
Aside from his activity at auctions, O'More bought from book sellers 

like Hans P. Kraus and John Fleming of New York, and Warren Howell 
of San Francisco, three deans of the book trade. O'More also did busi
ness wirh Arthur Freeman of Bernard Quarirch Ltd. in London, and 
rhe bookseller Colin Franklin, near Oxford, England, both of whom 
became friendly with him. 

Whatever his background or his manners may have been, as soon 
as it became evident that O'More was spending "serious money" on 
books, dealers were pleased co serve him and even perpetuate his myth. 
John Fleming, the New York bookseller who began in the trade as an 
associate of Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach during rhe 1930s, sold O 'More 
many treasures and acted as his agent at numerous auctions. Fleming 
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also introduced him to other important collectors, such as Arthur 
Houghton and W illiam Scheide of Princeton, New Jersey. Houghton 
once invited Haven and Lorea O'More to spend a few days at his 

estate on Maryland's Eastern Shore, according co Stephen Massey. In 
Massachusetts, where he rook up residence in the late 1960s or early 
1970s, O'More became a generous member of the Friends of Harvard 
College Library and attended dinners sponsored by Boston's venera
ble Club of Odd Volumes. He traveled extensively, and everywhere he 

went he gained access and aroused curiosity. A curator at the University 
of Chicago's John Crerar Library cold me that O 'More once pulled a 
rare book on the history of science from the shelves and made a single 
haughty comment-that his own copy was "far superior." 

For all his visibility, few felt they really knew the man, not the deal
ers who did business with him, not even the acquaintances who enter
tained him in their homes. Priscilla Juvelis, a bookseller who started 
working with John Fleming in 1979 and later opened her own shop in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, said O'More was a total enigma. "Nobody 
knew anything about him," she said, not even Fleming, "who probably 
sold him more books than anyone else." She recalled what Fleming had 
ventured once about O 'More's boorish arrogance: "You have co forgive 
a man who loves books as much as Haven." 

The New York bookseller Justin G. Schiller agreed. He talked with 
O'More briefly at a reception given by Bernard Quaritch Ltd. during the 

first Arthur Houghton sale and met him occasionally over the next ten 
years, once traveling to Boston to see O'More's William Blake materials. 

"Haven was a marvelous actor," Schiller said. "To my mind, he was a mod-
ern visionary. He tried to assemble the great books oflearning. Regardless 

of his ego, the man loved his books. What impressed me about him was 
char he knew rhe books that he owned wirh an obvious degree of inti
macy. Bur we never talked philosophy, and I knew very little of his back
ground. Nobody did." And what was the source of the new connoisseur's 

wealth? Schiller had no idea. "John Fleming once cold me that he would 
happily pay fifty thousand dollars co know where Haven got his money." 

Stephen Massey was one acquaintance who developed a close 
friendship with O 'More. After their first meeting in the Park Avenue 

lobby of Christie's in 1978, they began to see each ocher socially. "I 
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would say I knew him very well," Massey said. "The truth is char I 
grew very fond of Haven. I used co see him whenever he came co New 
York ac fairly frequent intervals. I'd have lunch with him on his own 

or with him and Lorea. I was upset when he cold me he had to sell 
che books. He didn't cell me in so many words, but ic was obvious 
chat something was up. When he expressed some interest in the first 
Doheny sale, which we had in Occober of 1987, ic was mild interest, 
and he didn't buy anything at all, so I knew then char something was 

nor quire right. Soon afterward I heard he had dropped from sight." 
In the summer of 1989, Massey was contacted by a Boston lawyer. 

"The man came co New York without identifying the name of his client 

at first, just saying he represented a partner in the Garden Led., and chat 
they were looking for an appraisal prior co the dissolution of chis partner
ship, which might require at some stage a sale of the Garden Ltd. This 
particular lawyer was exploring various angles about who should do an 
appraisal, and he came co us, among ocher people." The man accepted 
Massey's suggestion co assemble a team of experts chat would include 
himself and several ocher specialists, and the appraisal was conducted 
in Boscon, where the books were kept. 

A terse press release announcing the sale in the fall of 1989 gave 
Haven O 'More full credit for having "conceived and formed" the collec
tion. However, a new player, a "private invescor" named Michael Davis, was 

identified as the person who had "funded" it, co the great surprise of the 
book community. How such an unusual arrangement had come about, and 
what happened co break it up, remained a mystery. The right to mount the 

lucrative sale, moreover, was given co Socheby's, the archrival of Christie's. 
Massey said this devastating cum of events came co pass because of a con
troversial innovation chat became a major part of the auction business in 
the 1980s. "Socheby's wrote a large check in advance," Massey said. "We 

valued the collection at nine million. That appraisal was accepted by every
one-including Socheby's-buc che lawyers for the Garden parties were 
lured in by a large check, a rather sizable advance of money in anticipation 
of the sale. I heard it was four and a half million dollars, half che appraisal." 

Christie's had not offered an advance on the sale. Ac the time, it 
was against company practice. "I believe if we had been asked, we 

should have been prepared to do it, but we went out of the starting block 
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advising against it, which was our policy prior co 1989. Our feeling 
had always been chat if you have a capital involvement with the goods 
chat you sell, it's potentially damaging co the sale. That is the argu
ment we made. We even brought Lord Carrington over from London 
for chis proposal. We were received by a battery of lawyers in Boston 
from both sides. I was shocked when Socheby's goc ic." 

Up to chat rime, Massey had never heard anything about a man 
named Michael Davis. "But we heard about him pretty quickly," he 
added. "Up to now, the Garden was Haven O'More." 

Added to the mystery of the man who "conceived and formed" the 
Garden library were the many ironies chat emerged from the auction itself 

Mose remarkable, perhaps, was that the only cime these great books were ever 
united as a collection was when they were about co be sold at Sotheby's. Prior to 
chose few exciting days, when the collection was displayed for the examination 

of prospective buyers, all items had been kept in two bank vaults in Boston. 
Only two sentences about O'More's financing partner appear in the 

Garden Ltd. sale catalogue: "Michael Davis is a private investor. He is 
the sole limited partner of the Garden Led., and provided the funding 
for the Garden's collection of rare books and manuscripts." The three 

lines were primed on an otherwise blank page. Haven O 'More, by con
trast, submitted a lengthy statement chat provided some clues about his 
personality, and a few faces about his life. At the top of the page set aside 
for his statement was the photograph of a bronze sculpture. le was a face 
of Haven O 'More. The eyes were closed, but not relaxed in sleep; the 
skin was taut, the lips drawn down, as if the person was engaged in deep 
mediation. Beneath the photograph appeared che following: 

Haven O'More was inspired from almost the very beginning 
of his life by learning hiscory, the Bible, and chat he is a direct 
descendant of three of the most illustrious men of all time. Early 
readings, even before starring school, of Shakespeare, Milron, 
and the Bible, especially the New Testament in Greek with 
his father and mother, trained O'More co chink and co feel in 
terms of high endeavor and noble service. His great aunt on 
his father's side was the family genealogist. She caught O 'More 

as a child that he descends through his father from Haven 
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O'More the 4th century Celt king, poet-scholar, and warrior. 

Later he learned from her he also descends through his father 

from che saint and martyr, Sir Thomas More. Through his 

mother, he learned, he descends from General Thomas Jonathan 

("Stonewall") Jackson. 

O'More did nor name his mother, his father, or the great aunt who 

served as family genealogist, and he did not say where any of chem are 
from or where he was raised. He did not indicate where he went co school, 

though he did stress that for much of his life he had studied and mastered 

yoga, a practice which he described in some detail. He also explained 

chat in his unremitting pursuit of knowledge, he had lived, worked, and 

traveled throughout che United Stares, Europe, che Middle Ease, the Far 
Ease, and Mexico. He stared that he had served cwo tours in the United 

Scares Army, one in Europe, another in Asia, and that he not only had 

worked at conceptual levels in the fields of higher mathematics and the 

general sciences, bur in the analysis of linguistic structures as well, with 

special attention focused on Celtic, Middle Eastern, and Far Eastern phil
osophical foundations. Without naming any companies or institutions, he 

claimed co have worked as an engineer in the aerospace industry develop

ing sophisticated programs of advanced computer design, logic, and gen

eral systems analysis, under the auspices of the Department of Defense. 

More specifically, O'More seated that he was the founder and 

director of research, education, and publishing for an organization 

called the Inscicuce of Traditional Science, a non-profit foundation 

specializing in che transmission of"pure" knowledge. He also founded 

SAD EV, a publishing company based in New York and affiliated, h e 

stated, with che Aperture Foundation, the well-known and widely 

respected publisher of arc and photography. O'More emphasized chat 

he was the originator, co-founder, and General Partner of the Garden 

Led. parrnership. The name Garden, he added, comes from the Hebrew 
Et-HaGaN, meaning "The First Garden" ("The Enclosure," literally), 

a place where "all possibility is transcendent and equal to activity," and 

chus an appropriate designation for his library. O'More emphasized that 

from the beginning of his collecting activity he concentrated on acquir

ing material of the greatest rarity, in the most superb possible condition, 
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and with the widest and most consequential influence on the endeav

ors of men and women everywhere, embracing noble accomplishments 

from che earliest civilizations co the present. 
Celestial motives, O'More implied, energized his scheme from the 

beginning. Speaking of himself in che third person, he said he 

cried never for an instant co forget that ... such works are imbued 
with life-giving forces and intelligence: being intelligent, they stand 
most in the future while giving form and passion to the present, 
and sending a living light to the past ... For many years O 'More 
has labored to ... open up the way to build a new sacred city which 
would serve all mankind from this time forward ... O'More's inten
tion has always been co place the universal treasures he has col
lected ... in a great research library. Haven O'More has ... aimed 
that, through the library's mind-awakening holdings and activities, 
mankind would be newly inspired and illuminated in the necessary 
and all-important-way for the coming movement coward the scars. 

Davis's and O'More's starkly contrasting biographical statements 

appear at the back of the catalogue, though O'More had his say at che 

front as well in the form of a ten-page prefatory essay tided "On che 

Mystery of the Book." There, he quoted freely from John Milton, Thomas 

Aquinas, Paul the Apostle, Jose Ortega y Gasser, John the Aposcle, and 
Ecclesiastes. "Grear or supreme works of the mind," he intoned, are the 

"spiritual heart pumping a life-giving blood through che veins of man-

kind, a higher blood before any physical blood, a spiritual blood provid

ing purpose and continuity of meaning." Only by "couching, handling, 

reading, looking into, smelling-feasting on" the primary versions of 

these works is a person able to live and be one with che "very thing itself." 

O'More proclaimed in summary char the collector of great books 

and manuscripts is the custodian of a family of"spiritual children," and 

char these blessed offspring are not merely beings of flesh and blood, but 

progeny conceived in the "Image of God." These cherished treasures, he 

declared, constitute the most precious inheritance of all mankind, as 

well as their "greatest hope and guide sent from the future." And how 

does one become such a collector? "More than anything, che collector is 

a lover," he concluded. "The collector is in love with reality or essence." 

Date Filed 5/16/2022 3:42 PM
Superior Court - Middlesex
Docket Number 



238 A Gentle Madn ess 

Apart from what one might surmise from his pomposity, his preten
sion, and his shaky diction, these two statements, written on the eve of 
the dissolution of a magnificent collection, raised in the minds of mosr 
collectors many more questions than they answered about Haven O'More. 
His "family of spiritual children," the "great love" in his life, was being 
broken up; privately, he had told a number of acquaintances that "they 
are forcing me to sell my children into slavery." 

The morning of the sale, November 9, 1989, the late Robert L. Nikirk, 
librarian of the Grolier Club, and I took a cab to Sotheby's for a look at 
the books to be sold that night. As we moved through heavy Ease Side 
traffic, Nikirk speculated about the Garden collection. "There's some
thing very fishy about chis sale," he said. "What everyone is hearing is 

that Mr. Davis paid the bills but he never saw the books. Mr. Davis paid 
out millions of dollars, and he was never allowed to see his own books. 
How this happened nobody seems to know, but what I hear is that he 

was beguiled. Have you read what Mr. O'More says in the catalogue? 
That all these books were going into his cosmic library? The man obvi
ously is a nut, but people who are crazy can also be very bright, and 
nobody denies that this man O'More has a feeling for books. But what 
was it? Something religious? Hypnotism? Brainwashing? Too many diet 
pills? These are the things people are asking, and they are quite serious. 
Nobody knows except Sotheby's, and they're not talking to anyone. It's 
unique in the history of book collecting." 

Inside the huge auction house that occupies a full block between 
Seveney-first and Seveney-second Streets on York Avenue, the fii:sc 

session was still eight hours away, yet no fewer than thirty people 
were already in the third-floor exhibition hall, looking over the books. 

Though everything was locked behind glass doors, prospective buy
ers could ask to see certain items, and attendants would take them 

out for inspection. By themselves in Case lOA were the Shakespeare 
folios of 1623, 1632, 1664, and 1685, described aptly in the catalogue 
as "together the greatest books ever printed in English," and to be sold 
that night as one lot. Elsewhere were gorgeous incunabula, breathtak
ing illuminations, and sturdy classics; the first recorded primings of 
Boethius, Cicero, Euclid, and Plutarch; splendid editions of Copernicus, 
Ptolemy, Erasmus, Thomas a Kempis, Andreas Vesalius, John Milton, 
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and Montaigne; the editio princeps of Plato and Dante, an exceedingly 
scarce first issue of Proust, a presentation copy of Thomas Jefferson's 
Notes on the State of Virginia, a "great vellum notebook" kept by William 
Buder Yeats, a James Joyce manuscript, a journal kept by John Locke, 
an unpublished diary maintained by Vaslav N ijinsky, and a 1522 edi
tion of Marrin Luther's "September Testament," a superb folio bound 

in contemporary German pigskin and the only one to be offered at auc
tion in the twentieth century. Everything was there, and it was dazzling. 

David R. Godine, a Boston publisher and enthusiastic collector of 

early printing, sat at a table delicately holding a fragile quarto. He had 
removed his suit jacket, loosened his necktie, rolled up his shirtsleeves, 
and was scribbling notes on a pad of paper with a short stubby pencil. 
I caught his eye and we chatted briefly. "You know, if you haven't met 
Haven, there he is over there," he said softly, and nodded toward a cor

ner where a well-dressed man stood alone with a dark-haired woman. 
I immediately went over and introduced myself. "A central thrust of 
my project is to demonstrate how collectors through history have been 
responsible for the preservation of knowledge," I said. "Without Robert 
Cotton, there would be no Beowulf or Lindisfarne Gospels; without 
Poggio Bracciolini there is no Quintilian." 

Haven O'More looked me hard in the eyes as I spoke. "You know 
about the pharaohs and their libraries?" he asked. I do indeed, I told him; 
they are mentioned in my book. "The Greeks at Alexandria?" Of course, 
I replied, such a study would be incomplete without them. "Books to 

me are very alive, and very necessary in human existence, and what goes 
bryondhuman existence," he said, and I nodded. "I love these books very 
much. I have written about the collection and I will write more. But my 
statement is in the catalogue." 

At that point, three Sotheby's officials stepped up. They were quite 
agitated. "We told the press no interviews," one of chem said. "We were 
clear on that." Before complying with their demand to leave the table, 

I shook hands with O'More. He gave me his card and suggested that I 
write him. In the weeks and months that followed, I pursued him bur he 
never responded, and we had no further contact. I did speak once with 
his wife, who informed me that her husband had not been well and had 
been undergoing therapy for an ailment she did not specify. 
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Later that evening, two hours before the first lot was scheduled co 
be sold, people began arriving for an elegant reception that Socheby's 
had arranged for booksellers, preferred customers, and assorted biblio
philes, a festive event char allowed everyone to loosen up with a cou
ple of cocktails before business got under way. "Fireworks are at hand," 
David Redden said confidently as the opening drew near. "There is tre

mendous excitement, the mood is absolutely electric. All the right peo
ple are here and we have some wonderful left bids." ("Left bids" are bids 

on various lots encrusted to the auctioneer by people who choose not 
to attend the sale or to bid anonymously by telephone; the auctioneer 
will make offers from the podium in their behalf up to the maximum 
amounts they have specified.) 

A revolving dais had been set up on a small stage at rhe front of che 
gallery to showcase book lots as they were announced; above the stage 
an electronic rote board kept track of the bidding in seven currencies: 
the American dollar, the British pound, the French franc, the Japanese 

yen, the German mark, the Swiss franc, and the Italian lira. Several tele
vision cameras were poised to record the proceedings, and twenty-three 
telephones were in place to handle the outside bids. 

One level above the gallery, in a cubicle that overlooked rhe proceed
ings, Haven O'More sat behind a tinted window and watched as his "family 
of spiritual children" was sold off At the front of the hall, just a few yards 
away from chief auctioneer John Marion, a young man-Michael Davis
kept a running log of the results as they were displayed on the scoreboard. 

Sorheby's had projected gross receipts of$9 million, but those giddy 
estimates were rendered irrelevant in fewer than sixty seconds. The very 

first lot that came up, an Egyptian papyrus scroll containing three chap
ters from The Book of the Dead and featuring a stunning illumination 
ofOsirus, sold to H .P. Kraus, Inc., of New York, for $ 187,000, almost 

four times above the upper estimate; O'More had bought the three
rhousand-year-old panel from Colin and Charlotte Franklin of Oxford, 
England, in 1982. In lot after lot, similar contests were joined, with sim
ilar results. David Redden's optimism had been justified; there was tre
mendous enthusiasm and the mood was, indeed, electric. 

The four Shakespeares were sold for $2.1 million to the New York 
collector Richard Manney-a million dollars above rhe upper estimate. 
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Enthusiastic rounds of applause broke our as that gavel and the one con
cluding the auction sounded. In each case, Michael Davis stood in the 

front row and led the ovation. Later that night, he celebrated by throw
ing a parry for his friends high above Manhattan in the elegant Rainbow 
Room at Rockefeller Center. 

Four hours after the final lot was sold at Sotheby's on November 10, 
1989, the thirteenth annual Boston Antiquarian Book Fair was admit
ring a long line of waiting customers, a good number of chem booksell
ers and collectors who had rushed up from New York to make rhe 7:30 
P.M. opening. Richard Manney, the proud new owner of the Garden 
Shakespeare folios, was searching through various stalls for less costly 
finds. Booksellers Anne and David Bramer, buyers of several lots in the 
final Garden session, arrived at their booth with fifteen minutes to spare. 

"The glamour of a big sale is wonderful," James Cummins, Richard 
Manney's agent, said while tend ing his stand, "but this is the meat and 
poraroes of the business." 

Though the gross receipts for the Garden sale were about half the 
numbers recorded for either Doheny or Marrin, Stephen Massey consid
ered it "by far" the "more perfect" sale. "You get it in July and you sell it 
in November," he explained with brisk precision. "You do it in rwo ses
sions, one at night, one the next day; in and out, one catalogue, gone. 

With Doheny and Marrin you had thousands of lots. If you examine 
those catalogues, you will certainly see some extraordinary items, bur 
added to those extraordinary items are the real cement-around-the-ankles 
kinds of things, tons and tons of bulk. And those tons of bulk cost rime 

and money. Now look at the Garden. Three hundred [remarkable] lots. 
Everything the best, just giant. A magnificent collection." 

Massey shrugged. "Say what you will about Haven," he said, "bur 
he bought only the best." 

Colin Frankl in, a prominent publisher in London for cwency years with 
Routledge and Kegan Paul before deciding to become a full-rime anti
quarian bookseller in 1970, has written extensively on printing and 
fine-press works. Unlike most booksellers, he collects for his own plea
sure. "Everything I sold Haven, except for one Yeats manuscript which 
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he asked me to get for him at an auction, I had owned privately," Franklin 

cold me. 
As O'More bought more and more material from him, a friend

ship developed. Franklin recalled char Haven and Lorea O'More were 
"very kind" to him and his wife, Charlotte. "We enjoyed their hospital
ity in Acapulco, and at their home in Arkansas." H e had taken note of 
O 'More's philosophical aspirations. "It was important to him to project 
that, and I have no doubt that his greatest satisfaction would have been 

to be accepted as a man of deep wisdom," Franklin said. "The interest
ing thing about him was char, as we now know, he was a man who pre
tended to some extent. Though I'm not dismissing him as a pretender in 
philosophy because I've had many talks with him-philosophical talks, 
if you like to use a grand phrase. I would find him stimulating but totally 
exhausting, and so vain as to be totally impossible and ridiculous. Bue of 
course ir was very important for him nor to seem ridiculous. To be taken 
totally seriously was very important in his life." Yer Franklin was always 
willing to give O 'More the benefit of any doubt. "From his conversa
tion you would imagine char he read Plato in the original with some ease, 
and Homer, and so on," he said. "Now, it would not surprise me ac all to 
learn that he didn't know Greek at all. But I may be wrong," he hedged. 

Though Franklin thought he knew O'More well, he coo said he was 

surprised to learn chat there was a si lent partner. H e had never really 
probed him about the source of his wealth, bur O'More had given him 
the impression that he was a self-made man with a genius for investment. 

"He mentioned something he'd invested heavily in. le may have been totally 
fiction, or it may have been true. I have no idea. In ocher words, he gave 
the impression he was buying with his own money. And he lived fairly 
high, bur you don't have to be rich to live fairly high." 

Franklin acknowledged that when he learned at the time of the sale that 

O'More had been "using somebody else's money" to build the Garden coUecrion, 
" it was a little disillusioning" because what had intrigued him most about the 
man was his attitude toward money. "The impression he gave was an interesting 

one; the reality turns out to be not so interesting. The impression he gave was 

that he was a kind of philosopher-king, a person who had the ability to think 
when he chose, and live the philosophical life, and then, when he chose, co tum 

chat off, and to turn on the money-making rap. Ifhe needed another supply 
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of money, well, he would just tune in to that wavelength, and make what 
money he needed. And then he would turn it off again, and come back into 
rhe philosophical mode, and buy what books he wanted. It was an impres
sive scenario, and I believed in it." 

O'More also led Franklin to believe that he had written a hundred or 

more learned manuscripts over the previous twenty to twenty-five years. 
Nothing seemed to be published, though. O 'More had shown Franklin 
a slim book of poems, enticled Sacrificial Bone Inscriptions, and there 

were a few short pieces in some photography books. "It amounted to but 
one slender thing, really, and he showed it to me with such great pride. I 
think that he had considerable fear of going into print and of not being 
recognized as the guru he would have us think he was. And that's why 
he wouldn't go into print," Franklin speculated charitably. "Perhaps he 

felr char anything printed and subject to public scrutiny would show him 
to be the man he didn't wish to seem." 

Along with the show of deep learning, Franklin noticed char it was impor
tant to O'More to project a youthful air. "One great vanity of his was that 
he should seem very young." Franklin said he saw ch rough chis, estimating 
O'More to be in his sixties during their acquaintance in the mid-1980s. "It 
would seem that he would have us think he was forty-five for such a long time." 

Once he learned the circumstances of O'More's collecting, Franklin 
said he felt "let down" by the man. "I realized that there had been some 
deception in our relationship. This man had pretended to be something 
he wasn't. And I thought I was the one who cared for him." Franklin 
shook his head slowly. "Ir's always humiliating when you are exposed," 
he said sadly. "When you are shown to be a lesser man." 

Though few people knew it at the rime, the real reason for the Garden 
Led. sale was not, as one Socheby's official had asserted, because "two 

collectors have decided to split up and go their separate ways." In fact, 
the sale had been ordered by a superior court judge in Massachusetts 
after hearing evidence so explosive that it later would be sealed when I 
sought legal access to examine it. 

On the first day of the sale, three Sotheby's officials had told me 
that I could not talk to Haven O'More anywhere inside their auc
tion house. Why? They would nor say. When I introduced myself to 
Michael Davis after the last lot had been hammered down, he told me 
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to calk to his lawyer and walked away. le was apparent chat chere had 
been a major falling-out, and the obvious place to start looking for 
information was in the city where each of the partners had lived. 

The week after the sale, I turned up traces of a lawsuit, Davis vs. OMore, 
in the Middlesex Superior Court for the Southern District, in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, but was not allowed to see any of the files.Judge Katherine 
Liacos Izzo was assigned to the case. When I asked to meet with her, the 
clerk suggesced I come back in cwo weeks. When I did so, I was told that 
Judge Izzo still had the matter "under advisement." This seemed odd. When 
I had first walked into the courthouse two weeks earlier, I had gotten a 

copy of the case log known as the docket sheet, and it clearly showed that 
che proceeding had been discharged five months earlier, resolved to the 
apparent sacisfaccion of all parries. How could ic still be under advisement? 

On December 14, 1989, I formally asked the chief administrative jus
tice of che trial court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts co inter
vene and allow me to see these public documents. A month lacer, an attor

ney in Judge Arthur Mason's office informed me char "the case has been 
impounded and is not available for public inspection." Frustrated but 
intrigued, I went back to che Middlesex County Courthouse and asked co 
see che file once again. I was not surprised to be told the case was now sealed. 

I then wandered into the room where che dockets are scacked and found 
that the seven pages I had been allowed to copy two months earlier had 
been replaced with a single sheet of blank paper. The case number, 88-635, 
was ac the top with the word "impounded" written in longhand. Even the 

name of che proceeding, Davis vs. O'More, had been removed. Obviously, 
my poking around had prompted the parties to put the entire matter under 
wraps, and Judge Izzo inexplicably had complied. In an instant, the record 
of whatever had transpired in courtroom 7A from January 29, 1988, to July 
5, 1989, was now forbidden material. Bue unbeknownst to them all, I still 
had a certified copy of the original docket sheet. And all this heavy-handed 
secrecy had roused my curiosity even more. 

Michael Davis, the suddenly-taboo summary sheet revealed, was 
the plaintiff in an action started in 1988 to dissolve a partnership. Davis 
brought suit against O'More, individually, and in his capacities as an 
officer of the Institute of Traditional Science, the Garden Ltd., and the 
Dolphin Realcy Trust. The first order of business of Davis's suit had 
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been to seize the estimated $10 million book collection, which was 
being held in the vaults of the Bank of New England and the Boston 
Safe Deposit Company. The court also authorized an attachment of 
0'More's personal property, estimated to be worth another $2 million. 
Nineteen motions were submitted and approved on January 29, 1988, 
the day the action began. Representing Michael Davis was Hale and 
Dorr, regarded by many as the most prestigious law firm in Boston. Five 
lawyers were listed as counsel for plaintiff. Haven O 'More had retained 
Widett, Slater & Goldman, also of Boston; three lawyers were identi
fied as appearing on his behalf. Two ochers were listed as counsel for 

the banks holding the rare books. 
In addition, the receipt of an affidavit from Or. Thomas Gordon Gutheil 

was recorded. Dr. Gutheil, I soon learned, was president of the Law and 
Psychiatry Research Center in Brookline, Massachusetts, and director of 
che Program of Psychiatry and Law at Harvard University Medical School. 
A nationally recognized authoriry on forensic psychiatry, Or. Gutheil was 
the coauthor of Clinical Handbook of Psychiatry and the Law, a standard text 
on the subject first published in 1982 and issued in a second edition in 1991. 

He was the editor of a 1991 book, Decision Making in Psychiatry and the Law, 
and had written ninery professional articles and contributed cwenry-cwo chap
ters co books. He was a member of the American Academy of Psychiatry and 
Law and the International Academy of Law and Mental Health. 

Michael Davis, my research disclosed, was the son of Leonard and 
Sophie Davis, who met during the 1940s as students at City College of 
New York. Leonard Davis became a successful businessman engaged in 
a variety of enterprises, including Colonial Penn Insurance Group and 

Play-Pix Productions, Inc., producers of stage and film dramas. He was 
also principal owner of National Telefilm Association, which in the early 
1960s sold WNTA-TV Channel 13, a New Jersey television station. In 
1972, Leonard Davis received an honorary degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania, a tribute frequently bestowed on major donors. On May 
13, 1975, the New York Times reported chat Leonard Davis, class of 1944, 
had given $2.5 million to his alma macer coward the construction of a $5 
million performing arts center, Aaron Davis Hall, housing the Leonard 
Davis Center for the Performing Arts. Another article described the gift 
as "the largest contribution by a living person to a unit of the college." 
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On the strength of these findings, it was evident to me that Michael 
Davis had been persuaded or, more likely, pressured by his fa mily to break 
his legal relations with Haven O'More by bringing the suit. 

I unearthed the original Garden Ltd. partnership papers almost by 
accident. Since che thrust of Davis vs. O'More was to break a partnership, 
che documents had to be recorded somewhere showing chat such a n alli

ance had been formed. Curiously, none was on file in the Massachusetts 
Secretary of Stace's office, which seemed odd, since both men lived in the 
state and the court action took place there. Among all the records of the 
real estate transactions near H arvard Square of M ichael Davis and Haven 

O'More in the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds office, I found a scrap 
oflegal miscellany recorded in 1985. le showed that Haven O'More, the 
owner of a condominium unit at 14 Concord Street in Cambridge, had 

granted Haven O'More, general partner of the Garden Ltd., the right co 
use parking space number 19, which adjoins the building. The transac
tion was nothing more than a routine formality, but in executing ic, the 
Garden Ltd. was identified as "a New York limited partnership" with "a 
post office address of c/o Aperture, Elm Street, M illerton, New York." 

Limited partnerships in New York are not recorded in Albany, the 
state capital, but in the various county sears. Millerton is in Dutchess 
County, ninety miles north of Manhattan, and maintains administra
tive offices in Poughkeepsie. And it was there, in the county clerk 's office, 
that I found the Garden Led. partnership certificate. The Garden Led., 

it shows, had been established on December 9, 1983, as an association 
formed "primarily to write and develop new manuscripts, to rewrite, edit 
and publish manuscripts, and to hold and collect rare books and manu
scripts." H aven O'More was listed as "sole general partner," and M ichael 
Davis the "sole limited partner." 

Michael Davis, the certificate disclosed, had contributed co che 
partnership "marketable, listed securities" then valued at $10.5 million, 

subject to bank indebtedness of $2.35 million, which the partnership 
assumed, and rare books valued at $6 million. Nothing in the agree
ment suggested chat Davis was seeking a rapid return on his stake in the 
partnership. D avis had locked himself into che partnership "until the 
close of business on June 16, 2029." By then, Davis himself would be 
very elderly, and O'More-twenty-five years older than Davis-would 
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be well over 100, and in all probability deceased. Davis, moreover, was 
forbidden to "sell, assign, encumber or otherwise transfer" any part of his 

interest in the partnership ro anyone else, and no rime was set forth for 
the return of his contribut ion. Furthermore, no other general or limited 
partner was allowed to become involved without the consent ofLorea 
O'More, who was the only person permitted to become general partner 
and to continue che parrnership in the event of the death, retirement, or 

insanity of Haven O'More. The partnership's bills would be paid out of 
the first $100,000 in dividend income earned each year; Michael Davis 
could have 25 percent of whatever was left over as an annual allowance. 

So Davis had given O'More nearly absolute control over more than 

$13 million-$7.7 million in negotiable securities and $6 million that 
already had been spent for rare books-and had done so without even sign
ing his name. Only one signature appears on chis certificate, chat of Haven 
O'More, who executed it "on his own behalf and as Attorney-in-Fact for 
the Limited Partner." On che same day the partnership was formed, Davis 
had granted an irrevocable power of attorney co O'More, making him his 

"rrue and lawful agent and attorney-in-face, with full power of substitu-
tion, in his name, place and stead to make, execute, sign, acknowledge, 
deliver and file on behalf or in respect to the Partnership" any documents 
that would have any bearing on the Garden Led. In effect, O'More was 
granted total authority to handle Davis's partnership affairs for the rest of 
his life and beyond it as well, as it remained in force even after Davis's death. 

A year later, in October of 1984, the partnership certificate was 
amended to allow Michael Davis's contribution to be increased from 
$13.7 million to $ 17,001,589.78, che additional money being "cash in 

the amount of $4,105,589.78." In return, Davis was allowed an increase 
in allowance; he now was permitted to withdraw up to $100,000 a year 
for his personal use. Once again, the only signature is that of Haven 
O'More, signing for himself and as attorney-in-face for Michael Davis. 

In 1983, Haven O'More had been living in Massachusetts for at lease 

ten years. Michael Davis was then listing his legal residence as Grantham , 
New Hampshire, where there is no state income o r sales tax, though 
other documents show that he also lived next door to the O 'Mores in 
Cambridge. All the rare books they bought were being kept in Boston bank 

vaults. Yet the certificate oflimiced partnership located their principal 

Date Filed 5/16/2022 3:42 PM
Superior Court - Middlesex
Docket Number 



248 A Gentle Madness 

place of business as Millerton, New York. No telephone number for 

their partnership was listed in the town, nor did it appear that O'More 
or Davis ever actually conducted business from there. An Aperture 

executive acknowledged char the Garden Ltd. never h ad offices at the 

Elm Street address they cited either. So why had the Garden Ltd. used 
a small community more than a hundred fifty m iles from where the 

principals lived as the legal address of their partnership? 
Most states have laws requiring that certificates of partnership be 

announced over a period of weeks in the classified advertising pages of 

local newspapers. Establishing the Garden Ltd. in Cambridge would have 
meant publishing such a detailed declaration-including the power of 
attorney agreement-in a Boston publication in which the arrangement 

was likely to be noticed. But by establishing a "mail drop" in Millerton, 
the Garden Ltd. could satisfy these requirements with notices in the 
Poughkeepsie journal and the Millbrook Round Table, regional newspapers 

with modest circulations chat do not extend ease into New England or 
south to New York City. Thus, nobody in the antiquarian book world
and nobody in the Davis family, for that matter-would have been likely 

to learn about an arrangement giving Haven O'More unrestricted use 
of more than $17 million of Michael Davis's money. 

When the partnership was formed in 1983, some $6 million already 

had been spent on rare books, all of it furnished by Michael Davis. O'More 
and Davis had been in business together for quite some time before that, 

however. Nine years earlier, in September 1974, the two had established 
the Institute ofTraditional Science, Inc., as a non-profit, charitable corpo

ration "to explore the knowledge and learning of ancient civilizations," and 

to "study rhe applicability, relevance and relationships of such knowledge 
and learning to contemporary life in its broadest scope, encompassing inter 

alia the contemporary areas of religion, the physical and biological sciences, 
medicine-nutrition, and philosophy; and co transmit this knowledge and 

learning and the energy stored in these ancient works to the present time 

period and to future generations." To these ends, the institute would "estab

lish libraries and archives of relevant published books and materials, unpub
lished manuscripts and other study materials for use by researchers, stu
dents and scholars of Traditional Science." Haven O 'More was listed in the 
incorporation papers as president, his wife as treasurer, and Davis as clerk. 
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Ar about the same time, O 'More and Davis had formed yet another 

entity, the Dolphin Realty Trust. This entity promptly began buying up 
property on Concord Avenue and Garden Street in an area adjoining their 
homes in Cambridge known as Arsenal Square. Perhaps, as O'More asserted 
in the Sorheby's sale catalogue, the name of the Garden Ltd. was inspired 
by a Hebrew word for enclosure, but maybe it had something to do with 

Garden Street as well. The properties created a triangular lot of about one 
and a half acres, and it was here that their library was co be built. Bur it was 
a doomed project. Cambridge, it happened, is very particular about irs his
toric preservation regulations, and records show char in his haste to build 
his "sacred city," O'More did not secure proper permits in tearing down 

several old buildings protected by the Cambridge Historical Commission. 
O'More's efforts co proceed met with strong neighborhood oppo

sition. One resident, Albion T. Sawyer, led a 1978 petition drive called 

rhe Arsenal Square Moratorium to prevent construction. Rumors swirled 
that Dolphin Realty Trust was a front for Harvard University, crudely 
seeking co expand its territory, a sensitive issue in a city where Harvard 
and Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology already own major parcels of 
tax-exempt real estate. The Planning Board became involved, the City 

Council was drawn in, meetings and hearings were held, votes were taken, 
orders made and renewed. The project was put on indefinite hold, and 
never got beyond the planning stage. 

"There was a feeling out there that Haven O'More was a straw for 

Harvard," Dr. Owen Gingerich, professor of astronomy and the history 
of science at the nearby Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, 
recalled many years later. An ardent bibliophile in his own right, Dr. 
Gingerich was widely recognized as the world authority on the publishing 
history of Nicolaus Copernicus's De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium, 

a circumstance that first brought him in contact with O'More. He knew 

O'More as well as anyone at Harvard during the 1970s and 1980s, and 
followed the Arsenal Square controversy closely. "Of course it wasn't 
true at all, it was quite preposterous; Haven had nothing at all to do 
with Harvard, but the people in the neighborhood wouldn't believe it." 

Finally, O'More abandoned his dream. If his great library was going to 
go up, it would not do so in Cambridge. Gingerich said he heard sto
ries that O'More "actually talked about putting the library into a space 
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capsule and putting it into orbit," and failing chat, "he would move 
everything down to Arkansas," where Lorea O 'More was from, and 

where the couple maintained a second home. 
In 1988, while Davis vs. O'More was being argued in Judge Izzo's 

court, an "unrestricted" grant of $221,142 was made by the Institute 

of Traditional Science to the Leonard and Sophie Davis Foundation of 
West Palm Beach, Florida, an entity of considerable assets and numer
ous philanthropic activities, chartered in New York State in 1961 for the 

purpose of helping Jewish charitable, religious, and educational organi
zations. Mr. and Mrs. Davis, and their son, Michael Davis, were listed 
in federal tax documents as officers. The transfer, apparently, was part 
of some overall settlement between the Davis family and O'More. In 
1991, the Institute ofTradicional Science elected new officers. That year, 
too, properties owned by the Dolphin Realty Trust in Cambridge were 
offered at a public auction, and the large lot of open land once intended 
as the site of O'More's "great research library" was sold for $1.2 million. 
Michael Davis was permitted to withdraw from che Garden Ltd. part
nership, and was replaced by Lorea O'More. The fabulous Garden sale 
would be just one intermediate act in the severing of the financial, if not 
the spiritual, bonds berween Michael Davis and Haven O 'More. 

Haven O 'More craved books in the most flawless condition, books of the 
greatest consequence. Bue just as much, according to the people who came to 
know him, he craved recognition. For many, it was his lease endearing charac
teristic, even co his closest bookseller friends-his insistence on being recog

nized as the greatest book collector alive. He had declared as much, often, in 
the company of collectors who were undeniably great, people like William H. 
Scheide, Arthur Houghton, Jr., and Sir Geoffrey Keynes. "That is precisely 
why Arthur Houghton found him so insufferable," Stephen Massey said. 

O 'More routinely sought the company of the rich, the famous, 
and che eminent. Nicolas Barker, longtime editor of The Book Collector 

and for many years deputy keeper of rare books at the British Library, 
wrote in a four-page foreword to the Garden Led. catalogue that he 
was introduced ro O'More at the house of Sir Geoffrey Keynes some

time around 1979. The late Sir Geoffrey Keynes (1887-1982), the 
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younger brother of John Maynard Keynes and an honorary fellow of 
che British Academy, was the son of a Cambridge don, a bibliographer, 

and che world's leading authority on William Blake. 
He was also a great collector, with a library, now at the University 

Library, Cambridge, chat is "matchless in the hisrory of science and med

icine," according to Barker. Boch O'More and Keynes "were excited" by 
rheir common interests, Barker wrote. "It was as if they had been con
versing, without knowing it, for a long time, and ... their first [meeting] 
had released a fund of enthusiasm that both found compulsive." O'More's 

"excitement was almost tangible ... the idea of the collection itself, the 

idea of a reliquary, a shrine, that should preserve and at the same time 
divulgate all that these writers had srood for and brought about by their 

words-this clearly electrified him." 
During the first of two interviews I had with Barker for this book, I 

asked him to elaborate on this published statement. "I met O'More just 
that one rime, at the home of Keynes," he said, and explained that he 
wrote the foreword not as a gesture of friendship, but after being tele
phoned in England by Sotheby's officials with an urgent plea for help. 

"The essence of the conversation was that they couldn't send out a cata

logue of some of the greatest books in the world without an introduction 
chat their customers could understand. They asked ifl could do it, and I 
agreed. Everything I know about the man is in that catalogue." I asked 
Barker to rank the Garden Library. After some thought, he said, "It's a 
collection of great books. I don't think it's a great collection. It doesn't 

seem to me to have anything that I would call a focus at all ocher than 
chis vague concept of greatness, which obviously means something to 
Mr. O'More. It's what's called ' high-spot' collecting." 

The New York bookseller Justin G. Schiller was introduced to O'More 

during the first Arthur Houghton sale after they had competed for a hand
colored copy of William Blake's Songs of Innocence and of Experience, one of 
only three copies known. "Blake is my passion," Schiller explained. "As a child, 
I learned many of the songs of innocence, and it was a book I never dreamed of 

owning." Schiller had gone to England in June 1979 to operate a booth at the 
London Book Fair, not co buy at the auction. "I did go to the viewing a few days 
before the sale, though, and came across the Blake quite by accident. I didn't 
want to look at it because I have this internal passion that drives me, and I 
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can be a very possessive book person. So I resisted looking at it, but when 

I did, I went bonkers. When I got back to my hotel room, I began to 
reconstruct on paper all the rare books I own, and to put them under the 
categories of certain customers. Then I stated making transatlantic tele
phone calls. I was able to gee pledges from three of my customers against 
things char I own. I figured my absolute top bid could be sixry five thou
sand pounds, one hundred sixty thousand dollars, which is more than I 
ever spent on anything." 

The estimate for the lot was £30,000, which gave Schiller what 
he thought was adequate breaching room. He engaged the services of 
Quaricch Ltd. to bid for him, and stayed away from the gallery. "I was 

manning my booth at the fair when I was told it went for £70,000. First, 
they told me we didn't get the book; second, that they now had a terrible 
situation that had developed because there was chis man Haven O 'More 

who was the buyer of the book, and he was outraged at being pushed to 
pay £70,000. He was a good customer of theirs, and he was demand
ing an explanation. He wanted to know why they were bidding him up. 
He would not believe there was an underbidder, and Quaritch needed 

permission to tell Haven my name." Because Schiller agreed to this, he 
was invited to a cocktail party, where he met O'More. "By then, he was 
all gusto and bluster. Now he was saying he would have paid anything 
to get the book." 

Their mutual interest in William Blake brought both Schiller and 
O'More in contact with Keynes. Schiller said he learned that O'More 
had "ingratiated himself" with the aging bibliographer by offering to 
underwrite the publication of some Blake facsimiles, which in fact took 
place. That statement is corroborated by Keynes himself in his 1981 
autobiography, in which "Dr. Haven O'More, founder of che Institute 
of Traditional Science in Boston," is identified as the "main benefactor" 

of the Blake project. T here is no him of warmth or friendship in either 
of the two references Keynes makes to "Dr. Haven O 'More." The lase 
time Schiller saw Keynes, Keynes said to him, "Lee me show you some
thing special," and led him to "a couple of Blake oil paintings on copper 
char left me speechless. Then he said , 'Your Dr. O'More will never see 

these.' It turned our chat he despised Haven. Geoffrey couldn't stand a 
braggart, particularly a braggart who cried to oucbrag him." 
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Another New York City bookseller, Fred Schreiber, a dealer in early 

printed books, cold me about an April day in 1979 when Haven O'More 
called co ask if he could see two items chat were listed in his recent cata
logue. "I was working out of my house in the Bronx at the rime," Schreiber 
said. "Everyone in the business was talking about chis man, and I agreed 

co meet him." 
About six hours after O'More said he would arrive, the doorbell 

rang at Schreiber's house. A woman said, "Dr. O'More is outside in the 
limousine. Can he come in and see the books?" Schreiber said he could, 
and the woman, O 'More's wife, Lorea, returned to gee him. "O 'More 
came into the house holding my catalogue, rolled up, a nd slapping ic 
in his palm. He then started jabbing me in the chest with it. 'Do you 
know who I am?' he said, 'I am Dr. O 'More,' and he was emphasizing 
che Dr. 'Do you know what I do?' he went on. 'You are a book collec
tor,' I answered. 'I am nor just a book collector, I am the book collector.' " 

Schreiber then showed O 'More the books he had requested. One 

was the first printed edition of Aristocle's works in Greek, 1495, which 
he had listed in his catalogue for $4,500; che other was a second edition 
of Plato, 1534, primed in Basel, for $ 1,500. O'More said he wanted chem, 
bur insisted on a 40-percent discount. Schreiber refused and reached our 
to retrieve the books from O'More. "Ir was like a rug of war," he said. 'Tm 

holding chem, he's holding chem, we're pulling back and forth . Then he 
said, 'All right, all right 30 percent. Give me 30 percent, and you also get 
my good will.' I asked him what that meant. H e said , 'I am the greatest 
book collector in the world. My good will is important to you.' Finally, 
against my better judgment, I agreed to give him 10 percent." 

When their business was concluded, O'More asked to see Schreiber's 
srock of books, which was kept in a converted attic. T he Ph.D. diploma 
in classical philology Schreiber received from H arvard in 1970 was hang
ing on che wall. " 'Oh, Harvard,' O 'More said when he saw it. 'I've gone 
beyond Harvard; I've got three Ph.D.s myself.' I was mildly curious 
about this, and I asked him what his degrees were in. He said the clas
sics, physics, and some other field that I can't remember. Then he said 
char he spoke twenty languages fluently. Being a philologist, I was inter
ested in chis as well, and I asked him which languages. 'Which ones 
do you know?' he said. When I replied, 'Naturally I know Greek and 
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Larin,' he interrupted me and said, 'I never studied those,' and changed che 
subject. When I heard that, I knew something wasn't quite right b ecause 
a Ph.D. in classics presupposes fluency in Greek and Larin." 

Ten years later, when Schreiber read O'More's preface to the G arden 
Ltd. catalogue, he was amused to see his suspicions confirmed. O'More's 
opening sentence involved a "contemplation of three words"-rhe Larin 

phrase magnae mentis opera-which he translated as "great or supreme 
works of the mind." O 'More called it the "underlying principle control
ling the inception and guiding of the formation" of the Garden collec
tion. The only problem is that he got the Larin wrong. "What the phrase 
actually means is 'works of a great mind,' " Schreiber said. 

Sacrificial Bone Inscriptions, a slim book of poetry written by Haven 
O 'More, was published by SAD EV, the imprint of the Garden Led., 
in 1987, and distributed by the Aperture Foundation. (The Aperture 
Foundation was established in 1952 by a group ofleading photographers, 
Minor White, Edward Weston, and Ansel Adams among them, to pub
lish their works and to serve as a forum of ideas.) Ir amounts to a pref
ace, seventeen compact poems, and a coda. Ir had been offered for sale 
in several Aperture catalogues as a SADEV book under a New Age cat

egory. Printed in Verona, Italy, by the noted firm Sramperia Valdonega, 
and with type designed by Giovanni Mardersreig in an edition of 750, 
O 'More's modest collection of verse is a handsome production, flush 
with revealing, if rather disturbing, poetic sentiments. 

Man, he declared in his preface, "must submit to sacrifice" in order 
to have "existence in the first place." Elsewhere, he asserted that to "taste 
death 's full sweetness" there "must be life's fire on blood and flesh." In che 
coda, he declared that only "by killing all that is appearance and dying 
to it is death fully tasted." Life, he insists, must "be chewed to the limit" 
in order to "possess death- the gateway to eternal life." 

When SADEV published the poems, it also issued a nineteen
page pamphlet entitled Delighting All Who Pay: An Essay on Haven 
0 'More's "Sacrificial Bone Inscriptions," by David Waxman. The 

essay gushed with praise for O'More the poet. "Ir is hard to resist 
poetry of such sinuous elegance," Wax man wrote. "We are dealing 
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with a mystery: poet ry at once dense and fluid, a synaesthetic breath
canvas flashing with the spectrum of tone and mood and color
but focusing to what?" The collection is "deeply pensive," "nobly 
high-minded," "thoroughly oracular," " totally original," filled with 

"charm and genius," "triumphant," and "transcendent." It is, Waxman 
asserted, a "textbook of Sacrifice" in which "we are necessarily forced 
co energy." Understanding the message is difficult bur challenging 
nonetheless : "If you would really get at Sacrificial Bone Inscriptions, 

then memorize it! Inscribe its pattern in you r bone; let its poetry 
dwell and speak within you." Extracts from the essay were printed 
in Aperture catalogues and appeared on the dusrjacket of the book. 

The other SADEV publications mentioned in Aperture's New Age 

backlisr were two books of photographs. One, by Marilyn Silverstone, an 
ordained Buddhist nun, was described as "visions oflndia and the Himalayan 
Kingdom." Titled Ocean of Life, it was issued in 1985 with the help of a 
grant from the Institute of Traditional Science. Markings, published the 
following year, featured "sacred landscapes from the air" by the noted aer

ial photographer Marilyn Bridges. H aven O'More wrote prefaces for both. 
David G. Waxman is a bookseller in G reat Neck, New York, whose 

business card once scared his specialty as "the best minds in the best edi
tions." He acknowledged in an interview with me that he wrote the essay 

at the request ofO'More, bur his "only regret is that I d idn't make it stron
ger, that I might not have done the work sufficient justice." Waxman's 
friendship with O'More began in the early 1970s, when he was a student 
at Brandeis. He said he knew Michael Davis during that rime as well, hav

ing "had some interaction with him," but knew nothing of his partner
ship in the Garden Led. "One should not think that O'More was a man 
without accomplishment prior to chis partnership," Waxman stressed. "le 
was my understanding that he was an accomplished man, and he was a 
book buyer in advance of chis partnership." He said he believed O'More 
lived "somewhere in the Midwest" before moving to Massachusetts in 
the lace 1960s or early 1970s. 

Waxman acknowledged chat SADEV is Vedas-the ancient rit
ual and philosophical treatises of India written between 1500 and 500 
B.C.-spelled backward. Regarding the given name of Haven O'More, 
Waxman said: "I would say that what is essential here is not the personal 
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derails; what is essential is what he tried to do in forming this library, and 
rhe great intellectuality which lies behind ir. Now, you can get caught up 
in gossip mongering, but all rhar is basically irrelevant. What is important 

is the fact of his collection, the fact that he was trying to set an example 
for rhe book-collecting public and what it means to be a book collector, 
the kinds of things ir is important to get involved in." 

Despite all rhe unexplained contradictions that subsequenrly surfaced 
about O'More, Waxman said he still "cannot emphasize too much that I 

consider him a very great writer," even though O'More had published only 
one book and written a few forewords for photography collections that have 
been underwritten by the Institute of Traditional Science. "People appar

ently don't really understand where he is coming from, what he is trying ro 
do. Sacrificial Bone lnscriptiom, let me say, for those who will work with it, 
evidences the very highest level of intelligence. It is nor what it may seem 
on first reading. Ir is really exquisite, and poetry of the highest intelligence" 

Waxman was nor the only person who regarded O'More as a man of 
brilliance and accomplishment. Arthur Freeman, an American who caught 
for fifteen years at Boston University and Harvard before moving to London 
to work as a bookseller for Quarirch Ltd. in the 1970s, had been acquainted 
with O'More in both the United Stares and England. The first he heard of 
O'More's financial partner was at the announcement of rhe Garden sale. As 
for O'More's background, he said, "There is a 'Dr.' before his name, you know, 
and it was earned." I asked Freeman where O'More had earned his doctorate. 

"Ir could have been Brandeis or Berkeley, or maybe Oklahoma," he suggested. 
Bur officials at these schools-as well as universities in Arkansas, North 
Carolina, and Texas-carry no record of a Haven Moore or Haven O'More. 

The whiff of New Age guru in O'More's available writings was also 
confirmed in part by a native New Yorker who was then working for an 
antiquarian bookseller in London, and from 1977 to 1987 was office 

manager for the bookseller John Fleming. She agreed to discuss what she 
knew of the man on condition that her name be withheld from this work. 
We talked over lunch one day at a pub on Jermym Srreer not far from her 
office in Westminster. She recalled frequent visits to Fleming's shop by 
O'More. "Haven was quire a character," she said. "We always kept a bottle 

of his favorite Greek brandy on hand, and whenever he came, he'd drink 
the whole thing. There were rimes when he'd spend the night, bur char 
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was no big deal, because we were used to putting up with a lot of eccen

tric people. John Fleming's place was famous for rhar." 
O'More wore an unusual ring, "a big chunky ring, like a class ring," 

the woman recalled. "I asked him what it was, and he said it was the sym
bol of his Institute of Traditional Science. I asked him what traditional 
science was, and he didn't say anything." Whenever O'More spent the 
night, he would begin each morning with elaborate yoga exercises. "He 
had chis dark blue robe he would wear, and he'd sit in rhe middle of the 
Boor. John had the kind of place where all kinds of people were always 

passing through, people coming and going. One time Benny Goodman 
came in and began to rehearse. He was playing rhe clarinet while Haven 
was doing his yoga, and it was I ike Haven didn't even know he was there. 

I also remember rhar when he wasn't doing yoga, he was staring at him
self in the mirror. The guy was a real kook." 

Around 1984, O'More gave rhe woman instructions to send all future 
invoices for book purchases to the Garden Lrd. in Cambridge. "We were 
buying a lot of books for him and he was paying enormous prices," she said. 

"And that was when I saw Michael Davis's name on something he gave us 
about rhe Garden for the billing. I couldn't believe it because I knew Michael 
back in rhe sixties. We were both in our late teens then, early twenties, and 
we moved around in the same group, a Park Avenue crowd." The woman 
recalled that Davis was "quite the parry animal" in those days, so "amazing" 

rhar his friends gave him rhe nickname Falstaff. "He was a pretty stocky 
guy, and he loved parries. I remember him as very shy, bur he loved to parry." 

Sometime early in rhe 1970s Michael Davis "dropped out of sight. 

Ir wasn't unusual for people in the group to move around, bur he didn't 
call anyone. Then we heard he had gone completely straight; people said 
he had lost a lot of weight, he was into macrobiotics and meditation, and 
he wasn't going to parties anymore." After John Fleming's death in 1987, 
rhe woman lived in Italy for a year, then moved to England, and "lost 

touch with a lor of what was going on." 

Michael E. Hoffman, for many years the executive director of the Aperture 

Foundation, told me that he allowed the Garden Ltd. to use Aperture's 
address in Millerton, New York, as a "courtesy" to O'More. Though now 
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based in New York, Aperture was formed in the rural town, and continued to 

maintain an office there on Elm Street. Hoffman made the oblique comment 
that the nature ofO'More's business in Millerton probably was "a banking 
interest." In addition, "Mr. O 'More supported several extraordinary Apenure 

books and wrote a text for one or rwo of them." But there was "no formal rela
tionship" berween the rwo groups. The foundation depends to some extent 
on contributions, he said, and by financially supporting some of its projects, 
O'More was able to get his SADEV books distributed by Aperture. 

Hoffman added that he had known O'More for at leas t twenty
five years, and he had "a remarkable record of doing some rather signif
icant work, and we certainly knew about him and his collecting, and 
we knew about some of his accomplishments." For example, through 
rhe Institute, O'More had supported the scholar J. A. B. van Buicenen's 
new translations of the Mahabharata and che Bhagavad-Gita, later 
published by the University of Chicago Press, and h ad appeared in a 
fi lm about transcendental meditation, Hatha Yoga Darshana. "These 
are some of the most important th ings char have been done anywhere," 
Hoffman said, though he was unable to say where a copy of the film 
could be located. 

Though Hoffman said he was fami liar with O'More's "incredible 
background," he declined to describe it. 'Tm not sure what he's w illing 

to put into print. He's an extremely discreet person and is nor very h appy 
with notoriety. This of course has led to misunderstandings regardi ng 
him in the past," he added mysteriously. "You're going to find you rself 
getting into things that may surprise you, and are over most people's 
heads, frankly," he warned. "And that's one of the reasons he doesn't 
explain himself." 

What, I wondered, about O'More's autobiographical scaremenc ro 
Socheby's? "I think char Socheby's thing was a smoke screen," he replied. 

"I don't think he has any interest in exposing himself. I can't say chat's a 

good thing to do, but that's how he did it. Bue if you are able ro find his 
actual work, and if you look at the books he supported of Aperture's alone, 
the text he wrote, you' ll see you're dealing with some person of consider
able ability." O 'More was the "kind of person who just hares gossip and 
hares rumors and doesn't particularly wane co be talked about," especially 
since he was "involved in a lot of esoteric work " chat consumes most of 
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his rime. "Jc's not ordinary work. And it has taken him outside the realm 

ofordinary life. So he operates in a very different way than most people. 
And it's very hard to comprehend ic partially for that reason." He added 
char anyone unfamiliar with hatha yoga "can't deal with O'More on any 
level, you can't comprehend what he is doing." Haven O'More " is one of 
che most accomplished yogis in rhe West." 

Thus trying co explain O 'More's professional activity in straight-for

ward terms is a pointless exercise. "Certain works are there and available 
for people who understand them and nor avai lable for people who don't," 
Hoffman said. "It's that simple. He's not out looking for the press. He's 

nor our looking for praise. He's not out looking for students or disciples. 
He's doing a very special kind of work which requires his full attention. 
And that's a very traditional way of working in the higher areas of cer
cain esoteric practices." 

Hoffman offered rhe opinion char Leonard Davis, the father of 
Michael Davis, was behind the breakup of the Davis-O 'More partner
ship. "He was attempting to really blaspheme O'More and destroy his 
credibility and character in order to win the allegiance of his son, who 
had become allied with O 'More over a mulriyear period. There was a 
grear deal of money involved and the father decided that he was going to 

try to destroy O'More, who had become a sort of father figure for his son. 
Ir was a very outrageous suit without any justification which was even
tually serried and char was the end of ir. Bur O 'More was totally blame
less in this and there was never any proof of wrongdoing whatsoever." 

I mentioned to Hoffman that Michael Davis had executed a power 
of attorney to Haven O'More that turned over complete authority of a 
family fortune that totaled more than $17 million. "I don't know all char," 
he said. "Bur Michael Davis was a free agent and O 'More literally saved 
his life many years ago. This guy would have been on the street some
where." Michael D avis would have been on the street, homeless, even 
though he was worth millions? I asked. 

"Thar's right. His whole life was given purpose by his work with 
O'More." 

Ir is said that the most lasting legacy of a great private library, especially 
one that is broken up and dispersed at public auction, is the carefully 
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compiled catalogue that documents its existence. Treasures assiduously 

gathered over so many years by such luminaries as George Brinley, Robert 

Hoe III, Jerome Kern, Thomas W. Streeter, Estelle Doheny, and H. 

Bradley Marrin made their way to thousands of new repositories when 

they went on the block. When the books and manuscripts found new 

homes, all chat remained co confirm chat they once were cherished com

ponents of a focused plan were the catalogues chat described their a crri

buces, identified their provenance, and paid tribute co the passion and 
judgment of their former owners. 

By that standard alone, the Garden Ltd. will endure as a hallmark 

of American book collecting in the late twentieth century, particularly 

since so little is known about the man who "conceived and formed" it. 

Handsomely bound in black cloth, embossed with gold-stamped lettering, 

and illustrated with dozens of!avish color photographs, The Collecrion of 
the Garden Ltd. Magnificent Books and Manuscripts, published by Sotheby's 

and distributed worldwide, is a reference work of the first order for stu
dents of bibliography and collectors of fine books. 

Just as significant, perhaps, is that it provides the clearest window cur

rently available into the personali ty, character, and aspirations of H aven 

O 'More. "Loving the book, the only reason co collect-how could there 

be another?-holds the collector in a grip far stronger than steel," he 
wrote in the preface to the Garden Ltd. catalogue, a sentiment chat few 

bibliophiles at any level of sophistication would dispute. 

How this enigmatic man came so close co building a great library 

on Garden Street a scone's throw from Harvard Yard with somebody 

else's money is still a mystery, and as long as the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts keeps the contents of Davis vs. O'More sealed, it will 
remain so. In the end , Haven O 'More was co "have no more" of his 

"spiritual children." The "universal treasures" he once hoped co place at 

the "heart-core" of a "sacred city" ultimately did move on co ocher places 
and ro new owners. 

The four folios of Shakespeare, lauded in the cata logue as "per

haps the finest set in private hands," have changed custodians three 

times since selling for $2.1 million on November 9, 1989; now, it is 

said, they reside in the home of an anonymous collector known only to 

the Los Angeles bookseller who arranged the transfer by a coded name. 
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The exquisite copy of Nicolaus Copernicus's De Revolutionibus Orbium 

Coelestium, on the other hand, inscribed on the title page in 1543 by 

the astronomer's disciple and acknowledged co be the "most important 

copy in private hands of the first edition of the most significant publi

cation of the sixteenth century," entered a notable European collection, 

where it is likely co remain for some time. 
Meanwhile, the property near Arsenal Square in Cambridge that 

Haven O 'More once intended as the site for his library was sold to a 

developer who promptly erected a cluster of condominiums, marking 

yet another sad turn for a man who wanted so keenly to be proclaimed 

the world's greatest book collector. 

As the 1980s became the 1990s, and as the new century approached, 

book collecting continued a long steadily. The lengthy recession chat con

sumed most of the country at the beginning of the decade had an impact on 

how much money some people were willing to spend on material that most 
observers would regard as nonessential, but highly desirable items contin

ued to appreciate in value nonetheless; collectors just became more selective. 

Other concerns began co mount, some involving the impact modern 

technology will have on how primed books will function in the twenty

first century, if indeed they are co be produced at all. In the fall of 1995, 

eleven months after he paid $30.8 million for a seventy-two-page note

book compiled in the early 1500s by Leonardo da Vinci, William H. Gates 

III obtained for an undisclosed sum the Bettmann Archive, a massive 

assemblage of sixteen million historical photographs that offer a sweep

ing visual record of the twentieth century. T he purchase was merely the 

most dramatic in a series of systematic moves made by the chairman of 

the Microsoft Corporation to acquire the electronic rights to thousands 

of images-mainly works of arc from the National Gallery of London, 
the Philadelphia Museum, the Barnes Foundation, and the Hermitage in 

Sr. Petersburg, Russia-th rough a small company he owns in Bellevue, 

Washington, known as the Corbis Corporation. 

Exactly what shape books will take in the future is by no means clear, 

bur everyone concedes that changes are inevitable. One telling sign of things 
to come was the opening in early 1996 of the Science, Industry and Business 

Library (SIBL for short) of the New York Public Library at Madison 

Avenue and Thirty-fourth Street, a $ 100 million center of specialized 
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function designed "co serve as a prototype for a whole new level of com
puterized access" for libraries worldwide. There are some books in the 
building, co be sure, but the real research at this facility will be conducted 

by ocher means. "There are about 250 computers on the premises, as well 
as 500 work stations equipped for visitors with laptops; the main reading 
room is really a vase computer docking system," architecture critic Paul 
Goldberger wrote in che New York Times. "It unites all of the library's var
ious collections of scientific, technological, mathematical, and business 

material, which has been divided between Forty-second Street and the 
library's West Side annex, and places them in a new environment chat is 
itself a showpiece of technology." 

On February 11, 1996, the New York Times Book Review devoted 
eight full pages to critical notices of newly released CD-ROMs, the first 
such concession the influential journal made to the relentless compres
sion of words and images into digitized data and what it bodes for tomor
row's readers. Of particular interest to bibliophiles was a review printed 
under the headline "Good Heavens" and written by Dr. Owen Gingerich 
of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, who 
is a book collector of consequence. The specific subject of his review was 
the Hubble Space Telescope CD-ROM Archive, although his conclu
sion anticipates tomorrow: 

I predict that these disks will become collectors' items. They are 

incunabula of an age when CD-RO Ms are still in their cradles, 
exuberant and growing, but generally lacking in the maturity 
and sophistication of anything chat might replace the printed 
medium. They will be a joy to computer buffs who wane to 

download the images for other purposes. And they will be his
torical trophies of a wonderful starting effort chat didn't quite 
make it, stepping-scones co much better astronomical archives. 

7 
Infinite Riches 

And thus me thinkes should men of judgment frame 
Their meanes of traffique from the vulgar trade, 
And as their wealthe increaseth, so inclose 
Infinite riches in a little roome. 

-Christopher Marlowe, 
Thejew of Maita (l.l.34-7) 

The third-generation bibliophile slid a clamshell box, a special 
container for preserving fragile documents, out of a steel vault 
and carried it carefully over co a reading cable in the middle of 

his library. There, he opened the case co reveal a bulky fol io with hand-
cooled ornamentation and brass clasps on the outside. "That's the orig
inal binding," William H. Scheide said softly, and rapped his knuckles 
on the precious book. "Pigskin on an oak board." Tucked inside the 
front cover, a yellowed sheet of paper dated February IO, 1873, car
ried the heading "Invoice of Merchandise Shipped by Steamer from 
Liverpool." Written beautifully in longhand by the famous expatriate 
American bookseller Henry Stevens, it documented the sale of a Biblia 
Latina to George Brinley of H artford, Connecticut, for £600, plus £37 
15s. for commission and insurance. Stevens also had written a post
script for the benefit of customs inspectors in New York; and a few of 
che curious are privileged enough to get a peek at it now: 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUSTICE 
Two Center Plaza 

Mr. Nicholas A. Basbanes 
92 East Street 
N. Grafton, Ma 01536 

Dear Mr. Basbanes: 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

January 17, 1990 

This letter is in response to your letter to this office dated 
December 3, 1989 concerning access to Davis vs. O'More, Middlesex 
Superior Court No. 88-635. According to First Assistant Clerk 
William P. Johnston the case has been impounded and is not 
available for public inspection. 

Please contact William P. Johnston if you have any questions 
concerning this matter. 

cc: Michael F. Edgerton 

Sincerely, 

Brian T. Mulcahy 
Administrative Attorney 

General Counsel/Legal Department Manager 
Gregory R. Baler, Associate Executive Secretary 

Superior Court Department 
William P. Johnston, First Assistant Clerk 

Middlesex Superior Court 
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ABRAMS INSTITUTE FOR FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION  

Yale Law School 

P . O .  B OX 2 0 8 2 15 ,  N E W  H AV E N ,  C O N N E C T IC U T  06 5 2 0- 8 2 1 5  •  FA C S I M IL E  2 0 3  4 3 2- 3 0 3 4   

C O U RI E R A D D RE S S 1 2 7  WA L L  S T R EE T ,  N E W  H AVE N ,  C T  0 6 5 11  

 

  February 25, 2022  

VIA EMAIL 

Michael A. Sullivan, Clerk of Courts  

Middlesex County Superior Court  

200 Trade Center, 2nd Floor  

Woburn, MA 01801  

Middlesex.clerksoffice@jud.state.ma.us  

  

RE: Request for preservation of case file and transmittal of order of impoundment in Michael 

Davis, Ind., & as Trustee vs. Haven O’More, Ind., & as Trustee et al. Case No. 88-635 

(Middlesex Super. Ct.)  

  

Dear Mr. Sullivan,   

  

I am a law student intern with the Media Freedom & Information Access Clinic at Yale 

Law School working under the supervision of Stephen Stich (BBO 698332). We write on behalf 

of Nicholas Basbanes, a journalist, author, and expert on books and book culture. Mr. Basbanes 

has written extensively on issues closely related to the above-captioned case, which led to one of 

the most valuable book auctions in history. However, the case has been impounded for over 

thirty years and contains information of significant public interest related to Mr. Basbanes’s 

expertise and previous work.   

  

Mr. Basbanes intends to file a civil action in accordance with the Uniform Rules on 

Impoundment Procedure (“URIP”) to gain access to the case file and continue publishing 

information about these topics. Would you please confirm that your office still possesses the case 

file, and ensure that it is preserved?  

  

Additionally, please provide us with an electronic copy of the order of impoundment in 

the above-captioned case. Under URIP Rule 8(d), such orders must be “made available for public 

inspection,” and only information “stating or disclosing the impounded material” may be 

redacted.  

  

Please send confirmation of the existence of the case files and of their preservation along 

with the order of impoundment to julia.peoples@ylsclinics.org.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Julia Peoples  

cc: Stephen Stich, Esq. (stephen.stich@ylsclinics.org)  

MEDIA 
FREEDOM & 
INFORMATION 
ACCESS C LI NIC 
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Stephen Stich

From: Matthew Day <matthew.day@jud.state.ma.us>
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 9:46 AM
To: Julia Peoples; Middlesex.clerksoffice@jud.state.ma.us
Cc: Chelsea Thomeer; David Schulz; Stephen Stich
Subject: RE: Michael Davis vs. Haven O’More Case No. 88-635 (Middlesex Super. Ct.)
Attachments: impoundment.pdf

Good morning‐ 
I have attached the order of impoundment on 88‐635, Davis v. O’More.  We do have the file. Let us know if you wish to 
proceed on this matter. 
Thanks 
 
Matthew Day, Esq. 
Middlesex Superior Court 
200 Trade Center 
Woburn, MA 01801 
 

L2 session Zoom Invite for January and February 
Meeting ID: 161 705 0761 

 

From: middlesex.clerksoffice@jud.state.ma.us <middlesex.clerksoffice@jud.state.ma.us> On Behalf Of Julia Peoples 
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 1:18 PM 
To: Middlesex.clerksoffice@jud.state.ma.us 
Cc: Chelsea Thomeer <chelsea.thomeer@YLSClinics.org>; David Schulz <david.schulz@ylsclinics.org>; Stephen Stich 
<stephen.stich@YLSClinics.org> 
Subject: Michael Davis vs. Haven O’More Case No. 88‐635 (Middlesex Super. Ct.) 
 

Hello Mr. Sullivan,  
 
I hope this email finds you well. I am a law student intern with the Media Freedom & Information Access Clinic 
at Yale Law School working under the supervision of Stephen Stich. We are writing on behalf of Nicolas 
Basbanes, a journalist, author, and expert on books and book culture. 
 
Attached, please find our request on behalf of Mr. Basbanes for the preservation of the case file and 
transmittal of the Order of Impoundment in this case.  
 
Best, 
Julia Peoples 
Yale Law School Media Freedom and Information Access Clinic 
 

Date Filed 5/16/2022 3:42 PM
Superior Court - Middlesex
Docket Number 


