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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS - -
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION =

oo At o v o . Sl i g
PAUL MONTADOR, Personal = * N
Representative, Executor and Estate Trustee '
of the Estate of STEVEN R MONTADOR, ,
Deceased S GE R S

Plaintiﬁ",_ No.

Ve o PLAINTIFF DEMANDS TRIAL B

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE and
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE BOARD

OF GOVERNORS,
Defendants
. COMPLAINTATLAW ik
S TR R { STl I L S H I I"H!S

Plaintiff, PAUL MONTADOR, Personal Representatlve “Exedutor and Estate Trustee of

the Eﬁatg of STEVFN R. MONTADOR, by and through his attomeys, CORBO ’

JL}\ 1\

DEMETRIO P C eomplammg of Defendants NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE and

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE BOARD OF GOVERNORS (collectlvely “NHL ), Stat

INTRODUCTION

L Atage twenty (20), STEVEN R. MONTADOR signed.with tie GalgaryFlames "

NHL team and began his professmnal hockey career.

VBLET

iy From 2001 through 2013 STEVENR. MONTADOR partlclpated m_ﬁ‘ : ;
hundred-seventy-one (571) NHL regular season hockey games and forty-three (43) NHL playoff

Buffalo Sabres and the Chlcago Blackhawks. |

©pte A ON T L Reby X
\;; i )
Bk .
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% A
concussive brain traumas and multlple concuss1ons 2 many of whlch were undla n

undocurnented - ) - .

:1 £ ‘.‘I-'.\ ;ga. ¥k
i STEVEN R MONTADOR’S documented concussrons were multrtu

.,‘.

concussive brain traumas in srx (6) months, in 2010, he sustamed at least four (4) cgmcusslve: TG

- : . O

! hitp: Hrorww., hgckeyﬁghts @mfglgyem@ details each of STEVEN R. MONTADOR ] NHL ﬁghts ! Y

2 Concussibh is'defined as “a lraumatlcally induced hlterdtion in brain function manifested by an altératio }fﬁ{vﬁén 1X1) g
consciousness.” Pellman, E, Viano, D, Tucker, A, et.al,, Concussion in Proﬁssronal Football: Reconstmctran of Game Impac:s
and Injuries, Neurosurgery, Vol. 53(4) (2003).

3 On January 8, 2012, STEVEN R. MONTADOR suffered an obvious concussion when punched in the face by Johan Franzen in
B

overtime of the Red Wings - Blackh Kkﬁ game. STEYENR MONTADOR’s oopscnousness was bqeﬂy Ell?ﬁﬂ A
He was diagnosed with a concussion. 3 oY E;
On January 10, 2012, STEVENR. MONTADOR was cleared to perform his dutles as an NHL hockey player, mcludmg playmg

in NHL games. ;
On January 10, 2012, STEVEN R. MONTADOR was involved in an on-ice ﬁght wrth Jared Boll durmg whlch he was punched
in the head over ten (10) times, ! 5 ; ¥ shivd
On Januaky 12,2012, STEVEN R: NFONTADOR played in'a game against the anesota erd and v&as uﬁ‘ﬁl @
numerous occasions. ' i . '

On January 13, 2012, STEVEN R, MONTADOR was diagnosed with a concussion... . | ., : .| " o ,.I,\,.;,_ ‘ Vi

On January 14, 2012; January 15, 2012; January 18, 2012; January 21, 2012; January 24,2012; Jahuary‘Bl 2?)‘12' Fe
2012; and February 3,2012, STEV'EN R. MONTADOR played in NHL games, sustaining numerous blows to the head' d
engaging in one on-ice fighti 4 daog: v (4@ woowAnmE d s ({Hsﬁ

On February 7, 2012, during & game ‘against the Avalanche, STEVEN R. MONTADOR again suffered a dragnosed ‘Gonicussio i ¥

On March 24, 2012, STEVEN R. MONTADOR was cleared to perform his dutics as an NHL hockey player, meludmg playmg LT
in NHL games.

On March 27 2012 dunng a game aga.mst the New Jersey Devrls, STEVEN R. MONTADOR agam sufferecl 8 dlagnosed
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issues, sleep dlsmrbances chromc paln‘,‘_ substance abuse problem, photosens:ttvnty; mood and ..
T

5»3 2

i"‘h: :

“ On February '15 2015, STEVEN R. MONTADOR, age thlrty-ﬁvc (35);

~Neuro-pat§§olgg1ca1 roview of STEVEN R. MONTAD

Krembil Neuroscxence Cenf:re s Canadlan-Sports Concussmn Pro_lect determmed that S

3‘1

R. MONTADOR was suffermg from progresswe, advanced bram damage, commonly re_fcrred to
Co ¥ N 1.0 -
) : &

as Chfdnic Traumatic Encephalopathy (“CTE”) 4 __ | : .

10. CTE caused progresswe deterloratlon in STEVEN R 1;/[ NTADOR’
. i E“-t :"32 ‘ R gﬂ,g&

memo_ry,,_

dysfunction.

R ‘ AL i 23 B B ey
11. CTE_ caused, or :contributged- to cause, STEVEN] MONTADOR’S dea ,@d

r

GRTRY

e Ma;y 26

2015 PAUT: MONTADOR was appomtcd by the d

4 k.k}d; EI N

. IR y b e e

4 CTE is found cxcluswely in the brams of humans that have been subjected to repetitive head trauma. CTE ha§

in the bramé of former N'I{L(playcrs, Reggie' Fleming, Bob Probert, Rick Martin and Derek Boogaard (Tde AR
currently being examined). Remarkably, the NHL’s Commissioner, Gary Bettman, publicly states that “from a mcdlcal and

”»

science stapdpoint, there i 1s 1o evidence yet that [repet,mvc head trauma in NHL hockey] neoessanly lepds, g;o [CTE)::

' Co : B
Ced 'amu\ oS Lo H“a}"ii’,id{."
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while a membcr of the Blackb!awks

“ng ae eene

16. The NI-[L is govemed by th; NHL BOARD OF GOVERNORS Wthh establ;spes

the, poh,q;es Qf the Le,.ague\ CEC st

L

el 17 . Thc NHL and the NHL BOARD OF GOVERNORS havc the ultlmate aut onty to

5y

2
St

1‘l4d h’!"ﬁ Eo
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actlons on the ice.

s, . Eeln . RLtg
o T e PR S k- Aokl o &1 wdim
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19. In addltlon the NHL has evaluated and addressed certam matters related‘ o

i

ng and aﬁer th

1

furtherance of thelr stated commitment to keep NHL players safe durl

.u_ﬁm: ‘e "

form m’te"‘“f -

R

20. The NHL 5 studles, throughout the years, have purherted to ‘m

the permanent ramlﬁcatlons gf bram trauma 1

COUNT1

A ILE T L ET (TS SN P TR

_NHL’s Culture of Vlolence Caused Personal In'u‘ }

e

Ata

LI AN

i n&ﬁ ;me‘ !l relevant tlmes the rI\IHL permitted and promoteq f'tghtmgi %th .

desplte knowmg the dangers of head trauma to its players. . ' . %:

; ”dw s q 29
24, Flghtmg 1ls an’ easrly ldentlﬁable and readily ehmr_nated cause of COneussweé
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%l

§ ] i y {; L EW i ade M
and§ aware that fightmg results m bﬁaln llﬁlll?f

;

.} ¥ &:l

G i ..
steadfas t y‘ _ontmueg to permnt and promote fightmg in 1ts game bec e

ause 1t care mo

.l ‘Hl

25 The NHL penmttmg and promotmg ﬁghtmg desplte 1ts

i3

health of thelr players brams in exchange for profit.’

5 In December of 2011, Commlsswnér Bettman mf ﬁly ‘sthted, in an article t1t.led, Cax Booglw'-d.s«

. (Change
NHL, that the repeat deaths of NHL enforcers represented a "limited data base"; the need not o "_|ump to conclustons" the 'gap '
in the science"; and the science being "in its infancy.” The article then states that when Mr. Bettmarn was asked at the end-ofa !
Board of Governors meeting whether fighting in hockey is dangerous, he replied, "Maybe it is, maybe it's not.” When faced with
the quesu?n of, whelher he,ed trayma gges hand in hand w:th hockey fights, Bettm: responded "§m:lc1epme§1 &Lm eus it's
not." enlasked about the fact that tﬁe%rams of deceased NHL players Boogaard, Rick Martm, Bob “Pro\aert ggleﬁ'lgi e
Fleming all showed signs of CTE, Bettman replied, "[w]e don't know everything that went on in theu lives .. .: We don't know
what else they had in common, if anything.” " This cavalier dismissal was, and unfortunately continiies to be, thc*NHL ] default
attitude towards its player safety
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it ...«dn..x. i b o 1 [ e

‘ :5 Thé NHL is both hypocrltlcal and negllgent by expressmg ‘concern f;r plé}?er

appointed Canadi awyer i to issuc a report on v1olence _m' o
ian lawyer R Aty .
# Xt

I Ay

of his research, McMurtry 1nterv1ewed numérous NHL playcrs. HlS ofﬁma] repart concluded“ '

I %llﬂng fo numerous, p{xqurs in the NHL....they all fegl thag 1‘!}0§t ik

advemsmg and sellmg of the game is over-emphasnzmg the‘

®In 1992, Presndcnb’begal COunsel, d?l Stem, reoelvq.ﬂ' ¥ &mprehensnve report on’ hghtmg from méeﬁgsid&tf&‘n :
and Head Coach of the Vancouver Canucks, J.B. Patrick Quinn. Document labeled NHL0016000 and NHLO016001: (De-m‘ﬁiga
designated); Produced In Re: National Hockey League Players’ Concussion Injury Litigation, MDL No, 14-2551.
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' Game of the Week showed a film clip of a hockey fight. Can yo
conceive of any other sport promoting itself in this fashlon?

i a4 10 ot ik b e = 1

34.”% In 197 5, players proposed the 1mposmon of anﬁautomagc suspenst

2 SR ERE T _'1,1
N <'.<',;d,

O U
; § : SR
the League s stance is “We belleve in ﬁghtmg It’s an excmng part otﬁ the' sport

:3!5. “One of the NHL players.‘ "dvocatmg for a ban on ﬂghtlng‘; Bobhy‘H '

>". S ‘ [ '.: ti' i E F i
ittt

one-game strlke in protest of the NHL’s commodltlzatlon of v1olence ‘stating “the game is no

pleasure' anymore It’s an ordeal Hull, further stated: | - ¢
It s trme we took some actron...because if somethmg 1sn t done
‘ soon, it will ruin the game for all of us. I’ve never seen so mueh” :
R stuff like qﬂus.,} pever thgught it could be so bad.,.J¢’: S GO{Q ing, &3
drsaster... e\yho owners, th .mcompetent coacl;xeis, ?t e inepti A
players are draggmg the game into the mud. They’re destroymg it "
wrth therr senseless vrolence.

. Th NHL drd not adhere to Hu I's request mstead NHL contlnued

and encourage fightrng, and ﬁghtmg mcreased over the next decade. The NHL has 're_=

,.-:ﬁrr B L e Ui baﬂ ﬁ ;
19805 as The Golden Era of Fléhtlng l‘durlng these days, the Leagt{e ‘gveraﬁ fd g%
I ’! FE 52

e

3 Toodw C ‘s{

2

one ﬁght for every game p]ayed

et s Nt el g b L by 5‘3 y
On February 17 t1986 Sports Illustrated pubhshed an artrclee trt ;

Fw.ﬁur(t,m AT
Call It Sockev Hockev s desr,enated htt men are makmr.r a travestg_z of the game It'’s hrgh r:me z‘o

’&h ¥ .i.
or ltS

fallure to.take

e tl'l’ "“‘lO“.I fr- =.! . oo [T 1 :
agalnst VlOlence mn ltS Sport : .

.uu lt i A
bt

[M] AN y NHL executwes are scared to death that 1f fightmg v!vere
banned from hockey, thousands of season-tlcket hoide(r.s lwho gety
their Jollres from watching grown men in short pants in a quasi-
legal bare-lmuckle battle would ba11 outon the spot. Vlolence

ar:#_. s
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Wi

T
. REE

doesn’t the league hu-e a bunch of b1km1 clad blmbos to skat
around behind the Zambonis holding up placards showing each
. tear_n 8 penalty totals?

g ..,_._..w. . R e e S

aun the NHL began reallzmg permrttm

0

g' By 1992 many mvolve

'i it * < Aot

d. qar y evderyhgame"é g

- through [Marty] Mc,Sorlpy nd Bob Probert, Tie. Domx,P Geogges 15
Laraque Rob. Ray and Donal Brashear. They mereasmgly settled
thelr teammates’ scores by fighting each other. Imagine in = ' 4.
Amerlean football lf a llnebacker hit a quarterback w1th what_t_he »

t
S

pltcher plunked a star batter w1th aball,ora basketball player
: committed a hard foul on‘a top-scorer. The equivalent to hocke
brand of justice. would ﬁnd those teams sending a spec1fic player:
* from'their bench— someone hardly valued for lus Skll] as a pla
i
perhaps rarely used— and havmg them fight one another

-
r

AL purpose other than to satlsfy the expectation of fans or the chance '
neacs - to be relevant. Coaches used them to stem the- oppOSmg team’s:
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e

momentum or change the' tenor of the game-—maybe send a; |
-~ message” for the-next time teams played. It felt like a sndeshow
: But the puncl:gs were re%! 3 i

o .. i : (': l L 11" ) i 3 lli Ei'! i
' When en orceﬁ;s fought, the game clock stoppe Other players ;

. Telewsmn cameras zoomed in, and a graphlc prov:dmg eaeh
. ﬁghter $ helght and wel t o en appeared on, the.screen., Pl%y‘: )%
Ot : on the Tofé of box r§];hl}'it 3
" chargéd" v01ces ‘tising and falling with every blow? unélfes"‘"
produced a reflexive chorus of ooooohs from the crowd. The
- - volume ratcheted with the sight of blood, ﬂymg equipment, maybe
. a dislodged tdoth. The fight/ended only when ane of the players
fell fo the ice or when the violence slowed, like the dwmdlmg
energy of popcom when nearly every kernel has popped... .

“boards in appreelatlon. Replays of the fight, usually in plow

mot1on filled the giant video screens in the arenas and'the .. .

.. teleyision screpns at homc. Flghts were staples of the mghtly sports
o hlghhght packages \ ; PR :

PR B . i ' : : S lj l lti....'\ “J;kas‘l
_ 40. The NHL obv1ously knew that 1t was extremely dangerous yyhep twoQ players

P

“square off” to fight,, but lnstpad ot; elnglnatlng fighting,, the NHL enhanced its .lSI. i

r*,
i
.[l

T

promoted the fights inan effort to- get more fans through the tumstlles. 1 :3.;

TS S

dangerous and emot

Amlecl w1tl1 the)knowledge .ﬁghtmg was physwally

ZPromgtlng the H;gq gocumentary, Broad Streek “lxl_ylcﬁs, on.
L b tS Phlladelphla Flye;s affiliated web51te [The trailer for the
1. film, viewable on www.flyers.nhl.com, features clip after.
- clip of fighting and violent head shots, accompanied by
o4 vowe-pver testinmionials.extolling the vnttues of wummg
| ..ii.s through “mtlmldatlon” over talent, £

: .a':-l-.l_\.':! SRR ...;’l t; : [T

B

.'& u).i?s.l‘lrl.ll?lg
® Branch, John. Boy On Ice Ihe L;fe and Dearh of Derek Boogaard New York _W
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'promotlonal ﬁlms for the NHL—numerous features that:
:" focus on the hardest hits that take place on'thé i ice, further

'advancmg the NHL’s culture of v1olencc as entertalmncnt

N rqE i
Dlsplaym on W\’ﬁw‘ nhl com 1ts Enforcer/Flghtgrs and

fisticuffs in the main news st story rotation on a’ nlghtly basis.

i Producmg on the; NHL Network, a weekly pro

_ gram,.
op1 Hits o the Week.”

Permitting 'indivi'dudl teams to show in-game rep ay§.0
VlOlCﬂt'hltS thh the marquee “H1t of the Gami? above th
g 3
Creatmg through NHL Fllms an agent and 1nstrumenta11ty
- of the NHL devoted to producing promotional films, '
numerous highlight features that focus solely on the hardest
hits that take place on the ice. These featured videos ar
. marketed and sold to advance the NHL’s culture of -
Y violence as entertamment |

Llcenstng ‘NI—IL-sponsored video games lrlcludihg ﬁgh ;

tlng

" and vi¢ious 'body’ “checking. For example; the NHL licénsed-

" EA Sports to produce NHL 14, released on September 10,
2013, and which featured a completely revamped fighting-

'system called the: “Enforcer Engnne. Those new feature

. lncluded (a), EnforcersfF ighters commg to the aid of -

- downed superstars and initiated fights; (b) physrcs~based

' punch targetmg” that make blows more reahstlc, and (c) g

1.‘3*t*u RN

the safety‘ and vyelfare of 1ts players 1nclud1ng STEVEN MONTADOR beca

w' : hm.l r; by

were susceptlble to 'bram dalmagc, d

iy L
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provocative reahty.;
. -513 Vloleli\ce in hockey pers*§ts 'gog one sxmplc reaqpn'l

who control the game have no mtcrest m ehmmatmg it. Any

SIS [N ]

players should not bq pohced!,ipy other p]aye:s? the threat of retahatlorhsxmﬁld %}‘ .

»01

. . E AT ’ fa y
A has contmued to proﬁt from lts Qulture of v1olence notw1th§tandmg:

S ‘ ! 'u; ! §
change, a culture. miwhlch thq “lioughcst” p]ayers are glonﬁed v:;md lpamtam job securi qu

their abjlity to dish oyt and pgdqre severg violence on th? ice..
[ -:ﬁ,vj:d' i“"f'i"f ..ll; ‘. ‘j‘ mo bevee = 1s 0 .

vy . L o

8 Documcnt labeled NHL0029626 (De-des1gnated), Produced /n Re: National Hackey League Players Cancuss:an Injwy
MDLNo 14 2551 i It B e
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mcssage blows to the head should not be congldered serious 1n_|ur1es to players, coaches,

- Yawe . iies

m_|ur1es mcludmg, but not llmlted to, CTE and its rcsultmg symptoms ‘

of@nﬁ og more of thc forggpgng egl "

fud
iqa-»‘

As a)proanatg,,ﬁsug

would have been e ltled to bnng an acnon for hlS m_lunes, and such actlon has_surv1

.PA _': -_MQNT%QOR Persanal Rq:presqntalini‘g Fg‘%ﬁf i

5B

pursuan%to 755 1LC§ 5/27-6 qqmmonly( kxaown as the Survwal ‘Act o}? L§tgt¢ gf}%} in

i fisgﬂgcls.zu,'_

| ‘:‘{ELN MO;\ITADQR, Pgﬁeése

T
g
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-aileges par,agrapllsj 22 above and 1ncorporates each allegatlon herem ; ;
.: s L‘

:

and necessanly rcduces the nsk of long—term neurodegeneratwe dlseaies and ¢ ﬂdl i

u
.

and, aware that ﬁghtmg gﬁsp}ti,m btamjinlurl Sﬁh&t&ﬁ%

fully aware of thls cognmonsenpe ,loglc,:

to the tragedy of long-terrn neurodegeneratlve dlseases and thelr consequences, the NHL has

S S -k ,;. . ,;g: i i
steadfastly contmued to perngt and pro;not; fightlng in 1ts garfle beqause lt e aves. m%g

-;,ﬂgt&u PE b .'-" i‘-ll r,‘ﬂ-;f‘

. L

JEVN-F

profit tpan players’ qung-term health.

I(m

| 56,_ Tne NHL pergntgmg ang pfémotmg ﬁghtmg d‘ESP}te. ttﬁ-lﬁni

term health risks assoc:ated w1th fightlng is, demonstratlve of the NHI_.’s des1re to sacrlﬁce the

NHL, that the repeat deaths Sf NHL; en£0{um gepresepted a "!l.tmtcd dpta basey; tha nged not ) <iun ‘tg, ﬂ °91l’§,
in the science”; and the science bemg "invits infancy.” The article then states that when Mr. Bettman was asked at the’ ud &
Board of Governors meeting whether fighting in hockey is dangerous, he replied, "Maybe it is, maybe if's not." When faced with
the question of whether head trauma goes hand in hand with hockey fights, Bettman respended, "Sometimes iti is, sometimes it's
not." When, asked about the fact that the brams of deeeased N'HL players Boogaa:d R:ck Ma.rtm Bob Pmbert a.nd Reggle.m
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cmotxonalj

N ;

throughout thelr careers such as STEVEN MONTADOR lead to acverc bram mjune

i'cinoYed 1twoul b. 1mpassibl

and, therefore, revenues, further, lt knew that once ﬁghtmg was‘

to remstate w1thout a medla backlash

59. The NHL 1s both. hypocrltlcal and neghgent by expressmg concern

e op o

safety on the one hand and promotmg and encouragmg ﬁghtmg on the other

‘ ry,' mCIU 1ng, but not hm;ted to,‘

J’l. N o

memon;y o

encouraged ﬁghtmg and encouraged players to play through the paln -

what else they had in ¢o! on, if anythmg * Thxs cavaher dlsmxssal was, and unfommately contmues tobe

attinide towards its player safety !

j . t 4
Uiy 1992 Pres1dcnb’Legal Coun i Ehl Stcm, rednded a‘comprehenswe report m; ﬁght:ng Qom mShﬂfsiMi g ¢ i
and Head Coach of the Vancouver Canucks, LB. Patrick Quinn. Document labeled NHLOOIGOOO and N'HLDO]GOO] (De
designated); Produced In Be: National Hockey League Players Concussion Infury Lit:garzon, MDL No. 14-2551. . ‘
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. ) " 5 ' :3‘. | A
an Iawyer Wllllam McMm'try to 1ssue a report on 1'/101e

:'i J"', &

In talkmg to nume;ous'plafers‘ m the NHL : they_all fegﬂl tha%
advertising and selling of the game is over-emphasizing " :
the fighting and brawling at the expense of educating the crowds ‘

| abon.%t the skilliand finesge: This past season the advertlsmg fot;’th '

Game of the Week showed a film cllp of a hockey fight Can yo

t

65 " 1975 players proposed the 1mposmon of an automatlc s

ot e yREE 4
. i bt 'Ei ' g‘- i a‘éws %Ed \15 ‘
balance of the game in which a fight occurred ‘and at Teast a one- game ‘suspension;

chose not to enact a rule change at the t1me. In rejecting the prpposal one team

‘,. Con = TN ‘
oo ?f,z e E 8 LR

It s tlme we took some actlon because 1f somethmg 15;1 t doh

s stufﬁ llke thls.tI never thought it could be 50 bad...It’s beconrmg
dnsaster egcilot‘ wne }he ncompetent ooaches theoggo i
= playets_ are drgggmg the ‘game mto the mud. ’[he ire; Qestromng it

w1th their senseless violence.
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67.

5 -
19805 ag The Goldeén Era of Flghtlng durmg these days, the League veraged,appr X1tnate1y

i g o

‘ 1986 Sports IIlustrated pubhs‘hed an ﬁ?tlcle'ehtlt!e

.‘ [M]any NHL ‘executlves are scared to death that'lf'ﬁg ting W
banned from hockey, thousands of season-tickét holdefs who get -
; then' Jollies, from watching grown men in short pants in a quasi-,
legal bare-knuckle battle’would bail out on'the 'spot. ._Vlolene
! sells; That’s npt news, sp dqes sex. If that’s whati lrr'lgoru?nt'
s doesn t the league hire a bunch of b1k1m clad blmbos to skate

-l r,i i‘ f |
it must.contmue‘to move towards ellmihratlﬁg ﬁghtmg from lts game,

2 Document Iabeled moO15999—6 b
Lrt:ganan, MDL No. 14-2551.

1...:? i
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;ﬁp gen ‘a%;mpf the hgﬁk»ejf enforcer was born Nt_reteﬁ'lm
. through [Marty] McSorley and Bob Probert, TIe'Domli_Geo ges:
o Laraque Rob Ray and Donal Brashear. They mcreasmgly settled -
e ,the1§ _ ammat;gsq seores. l? fightmg each other. Imagme in: o
i
_American | foquall”lf a litnebaclger hit;a quarterhack wlth W
_ Quirterback’ seam belieVed was too much fo ‘iffg basebal
o plteher plunked a star batter wnth aball, ora basketball player ‘
~ committed a harcl foul on a top scorer. The equtvalent tg ,ho Ké
: P Yoo 3 i) j
uld fmd tflose teams sendmg a spec ic’ la¥el
| from thelr bench—'— someone hardly valued for hlS skll] as. ‘a player,
perhaps rarely used— and havmg them fight one another

AR RN

; Th %rhouts cOimbined the‘ bl;ptahty of boxmg ; d‘the’s mansh
t of pr ofessional mesthné‘*The men sometimes fought e
purpose other than to satisfy the expectatlon of fans or the chanc
tobe relevant Coaches used them to stem the opposm% team’s
| momentum; ogchange the»«tenor of the game-maybe “se :
: message” for fhe next tlme ‘teams played. If felt like a sideshow?
"But the punches were real. : B

*Mf ught, the.game clock stopped. Oth
\ ter ruleéf‘barrmg entry into a figh

TeleVJSlon'cagefap ézoq 4f 1 and a graphi providin
" fighter’s height'and weight often appeared on the screen.. Pla
play-men took on the role of boxmg announcers, their hyper
';- _e]}'ar ed yoi,ee's,; t‘_ijsipg angfa ing with every blgw Pqn‘c_hea

SRR

dubed1are exwe chqms f oooohs from e Crows {I‘h

U i : e 15 3
Fans_gave standing ovatlons. Teamrnates banged heir stick: on the
boards in appreclatlon. Replays of the fight, uspally in plow ‘
Y ﬁlled”éthe glant tp,de sereens in the arenas.andthe

R e b S
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> ; &
: Promotmg the HBO documentary, BroadStreet*Bulhes On 1is
Phlladelphla Flyers _affillated websnte The traller for tl}e ﬂ]rp,

'_“ i ,_"l B’

"{f ; §
Perrmttmg 1nd1v1<fual teams to show m—game

Fllms anagen an instt

devoted 1o produomg promotional ﬁlms numerous hrghhght featuresrthat
tfocus golely on the hardest hits that taki place on th we :
‘fwdeo%are markefed th?nd sold to advanc{e the NHI; _s,g

icckipe, Ii,qas?ample the NHL
NHL; k4, released ‘on’September 10
: completeiy revamped fighting system ¢ lled the’ “Enforcer Eng 1

bl o 0 e




FILED DATE: 10/26/2021 1:43 PM  2021L010483

fgiliated fights; (b)), “phygtlcs ba:%_

le"gllé*nc, and (cJre

"n gk al

' was eghgent andsxté conduct demon

'“‘f"f

the safety and welfare of its players, 1nc!udfng_ STEVEN'MO \ ‘AD

G a%’t

were susceptlble tobrain damage; depression and/or substance abuse

wﬁ m%
0 gclq

Rj becau '

Jpn them but falled to end' >

to long-terrn bram mjury, 1né'fud1ng but not llmlted to memory loss,

; :sa;;;vsgliﬁg%ig&moow- i

of “knocked out” boxers sxttnfg out_;

i: ; f - ‘. t '
; fdfa’.tely The NHLthought thls was a good questlon

e

14 Document labeled NHL0029626
Litigation, MDL No: 14- 2?51

further ﬁ
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BT R e

ERY

MONTADOR Personal Representatlﬁc and'Execut‘_ ral}_ State

pursuan ;'to thc I]lmms Wrorgfug Deathr '
4 4 E%’ ; | ol . :
-plam'tlff_, PAUL’MONTADOR, Personal- ep esén ; nv and’

b

[

i t;Jthc Es tg g{ STEVEN MONTADOR [geceased de:rnand§t _|ud
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i ...u,‘k

kgrou d pla m

Bl -

7, of all--NHL players who cxpcrllenc.ed (;onc;lg

vutﬂlzmg the dﬁta%supposedly studle% qhe

s hde f. it

'b&?ge ratlve changes m NHL players ‘ ai

exposure data for the NHI‘; teams, b
7 A study on the mechamsm,s of b Jury was pe:{onned b}/ way of a video ana]ysns’of
player. 5%k + i

R , !Ji i ‘l N i 11' ,l 3 ‘

D
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its data for foﬁftééhé years.‘

g

%

past, present, and fgture;‘ tha g

L

93. Durmg and after this study perlod the NHL had and conﬁrmed duty ) analyze

. ]

...: . ie

rt—

o -I‘ |

%ﬁ# éle'):z}tlve dlsease

1 :tq |_.

%g Add1t1onaily, the NHL dlcf rigt ndtlfy Jtis playe s-of the’

s
[ulﬂ [ F

L'“re isnd’p .oven scientific or sEatlstlca

18 Thyat repp;t, was, at best, watered d%wp - dISCUSSlI}% m;ly the number of concussd

1997-2004 Listing nine speclﬁc' _
needed” dodge. The NI-IL 8i delayﬁu;\ D

limitatons, G the
ishing the Qqncussxon Program report

r¢port; fourteen years in the

security that they were noi af risk of pe rmancnt damage to their brains.
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erativey 1sea§es. &
£ H”;..gmr.l,;myq,w%g*#.ﬁu “,Lﬁ‘

- 98. The NHL mlsleadmg its players about the dangers of repetltlve head trauma'has
e 3 e R

BT
risk ?f suffermg severe neu;

gatlve health effecgs bf head tﬁa

N concea}mg the potential negatlve effects of head Jl?
§ play cluding but not limited
*incre e‘énfopmg one or iore
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1m1'3edmg:concug§pd mlayers from beln&tq“d of;the perman

. could befall them if they contmued to sustain furthe head i mj

SEAICA

MO ;TADOR Persoila ‘RepresentaQWe

2 “‘*‘11}( 'uw'n %n‘ :*‘.:iﬁ
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Begrnnmg in 1997 the NHL cndcavored mto the study of repetrtlve

aﬁ' 'ﬁjﬁ i

B

i aq amongst 1ts players.

n:i#}

but not hmlted to‘ brrth date 'educatronal bag

hrstory’ m_]ury, and retlrement data Addrtronally, the NHL supposed y track

B & &,

pl_ayers_.;'yv]lg

rr. et

et guédlcal%eports of

20 The NI-IL consrstently characterizes | this concussron program as a ‘jointly admrmstered' program with tthe NHLI;Aﬁ;I‘hrs
charactexmhon is; mrsleadr@g— while @erhmx aspects‘“ of thié ptogram may have enhsted a NLf-IPA 2 i
the scope setand focus of thelprogram's activities were umlaterally dictated by the League By way of example; tt
determmed whlch issues should be studled and whlch should be avoided. | :

“ Orlgmally usmg t.he NHL lnjury Sﬁvﬂgllmw Sy m (NHLISS),

l-rlt\‘
B
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| wffp.%-f

--4-) |Ma_\

23 That mport, was, Aax best, watered down dlscussmg only the number of concusswns in th NHF ?[ th
1997-2004. Listing hine" speclﬁc study llmltatlons, the’ report, fourteen years in the m'ékmg, bé)lled v}m t
needed” dodge The NHL’s delay in pubhshmg the Concussmn Program report prov1ded NHL plaj e1S Y '. I
security that:they were n01 i risk of perman tdamit'ge  théir. brains; g sl
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“leader,..‘

pasf; ‘Iire:"

o it : £
connectlon or correlatlon betweeFﬁ repeated nnpacts to the head sustél ed

play, and ﬁght ln I}]HL games and practlces. i

[

) ally congs almg mfonnauon abou

i intentipn | th °I’W¥l°!a
_research on the negat:lve health effects of head trauma an‘d'_

C () :coﬁce“"‘imgrthe p%ntial negatlve effee of hiéadl' iniji hi
playmg in the NHL, including but not limited to, that they are catan
- mcreased l‘lSk for developmg one or more serlous neurodegeneratlve
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hlm as %;s helr and ext of km

“““f; i
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