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GARY FRANKLIN, SR. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

June 16, 2021 

 

Honorable Judge Gardephe, 

My name is Gary Franklin.  I am a father, a husband and, for a good part of my life, I have been 
a youth basketball coach.  In March 2019, I went to Michael Avenatti for legal counsel.  I trusted 
him.  I had no idea that Mr. Avenatti, along with Mark Geragos, would use my story to try to line 
his own pockets.  Mr. Avenatti really hurt me, both personally and professionally. 

My world is youth basketball.  I built my career in youth basketball initially with a mission to 
help inner city, mostly African American kids earn scholarships to college.  And from the time I 
started in 2004, helping young basketball players was my life’s work and the most important 
thing I could ever have imagined doing.  When I founded my own basketball club with my late 
brother, my goal was, and has always been, to use the game of basketball to develop young men 
both on and off the court.  I strive to be a role model and mentor to the hundreds of young men I 
coach.  As a coach, I expect my players to maintain excellent academic standards, to volunteer in 
their community, and above all else, to live their lives with integrity.   

I went to Mr. Avenatti seeking his counsel related to my club’s Nike sponsorship.  I sat down 
with Mr. Avenatti, and with his encouragement, entrusted him with a lot of important and 
confidential information.  I told Mr. Avenatti I wanted him to resolve my differences with Nike, 
and he said he would.  I didn’t ask him to threaten Nike, and certainly didn’t ask him to extort 
Nike.  In fact, I did the opposite:  I asked him to try open communication with a company that I 
had a professional relationship with.  I just wanted a lawyer who could speak for me and help me 
understand my rights and help me set the record straight in terms of who I was and how I had run 
my program.  I just wanted a lawyer who could convey to Nike that I was an honorable man who 
was just trying to keep his program. 

Though I had limited experience with lawyers at this point, I trusted Mr. Avenatti to keep 
information I shared with him confidential and to act at all times in my interests.  I placed my 
faith entirely in Mr. Avenatti.  Mr. Avenatti quickly abused that trust when he announced on 
Twitter, without my knowledge and without my consent, that he would be holding a press 
conference to discuss a scandal at Nike that “involved some of the biggest names in college 
basketball.”  I never imagined that Mr. Avenatti would proceed to post on Twitter details of the 
information I had relayed to him as part of our attorney-client privileged discussions, including 
the names of the players I coached.  I never imagined that he would go one step further and 
publicly post links to my confidential documents and make them available for anyone to 
download.  And I never imagined that Mr. Avenatti would fly to New York and, along with Mr. 
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