
CAUSE NO. 

TIMOTHY WENDT AS EXECUTOR § 
OF ESTATE OF REBEKAH WENDT, § 
DECEASED, TIMOTHY WENDT, AND § 
ERIKA WENDT, § 

Plaintiffs, 

Vs. 

JON FRANCIS CAMPAIGN, 
JONATHAN FRANCIS, 
DESTIN SENSKY, 
MASON C. COL VIN, 
AND JESSE T. LAINE, 

Defendants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

------

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO THIS HONORABLE COURT: 

Plaintiffs, Timothy Wendt, Individually and as Executor of the Estate of Rebekah Wendt 

(the "Estate"), and Erika Wendt (collectively "Plaintiffs") file this Original Petition and 

respectfully show this Court the following: 

I. 
DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN 

1. Plaintiffs will conduct discovery under Level 2. 

II. 
PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff Timothy Wendt is an individual residing in Fort Worth, Tarrant County, 

Texas and was duly appointed Executor of the Estate of Rebekah Wendt by Order of the Probate 

Court of Tarrant County, Texas on November 23, 2020. He is the father of the Deceased, Rebekah 

Wendt. 
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3. Plaintiff Erika Wendt is an individual residing in Fort Worth, Tarrant County, 

Texas. She is the mother of the Deceased, Rebekah Wendt. 

4. Defendant The Jon Francis Campaign (the "Campaign") is a political campaign 

organization owned by Defendant Jonathan Francis and controlled by him and Defendant Destin 

Sensky. It may be served with process by serving Jonathan Francis at 172 Legacy Canyon Drive, 

Cisco, Texas 76437. 

5. Defendant Jonathan Francis ("Defendant Jon Francis") is an individual residing in 

Cisco, Eastland County, Texas. He owns and controls the Campaign. He may be served with 

process by serving him at 172 Legacy Canyon Drive, Cisco, Texas 76437. 

6. Defendant Destin Sensky is an individual residing in Allen, Collin County, Texas. 

He participates with Defendant Jon Francis in the control of the Campaign. He may be served with 

process by serving him at 131 7 Woodland Court, Allen, Texas 7 5 002. 

7. Defendant Mason C. Colvin is an individual residing m San Antonio, Bexar 

County, Texas. He may be served with process by serving him at 8 Firethorn Trail, San Antonio, 

Texas 78256. 

8. Defendant Jesse T. Laine is an individual residing in Weatherford, Parker County, 

Texas. He may be served with process by serving him at 215 Cedar Street, Weatherford, Texas 

76086. 

9. Plaintiffs specifically invoke the right to institute this suit against whatever entity 

was conducting business using the assumed name or common name of "The Jon Francis 

Campaign" regarding the events described in this Petition. Plaintiffs specifically invoke their 

rights under Rule 28 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure to have the true name of this party 

substituted at a later time upon the motion of any party or of the Court. 
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III. 
JURISDICTION & VENUE 

10. This Court has jurisdiction over Defendants because the damages for which 

Plaintiffs bring this action exceed the minimum jurisdictional limits of this Court. 

11. Venue is proper in Bexar County, Texas because Defendant Mason C. Colvin is 

and was a resident of Bexar County at all material times. Venue, therefore, is proper as to all of 

Plaintiffs' claims against all remaining Defendants because all of Plaintiffs' claims arise from the 

same occurrence, transaction, or series of occurrences or transactions. All of Plaintiffs' claims 

arise from the same injury caused by the subject crash. 

IV. 
FACTS 

12. This case arises out of a catastrophic collision that occurred on Friday, July 10, 

2020 (at 6:20 p.m.) (the "Collision"). 

13. At the time of the Collision, Tyler Colvin ("Mr. Colvin") was operating a 2016 

Toyota Corolla (the "Colvin Vehicle") traveling east on Farm-to-Market Road 4 in Palo Pinto 

County, Texas. Mr. Colvin pulled into the path of a 2016 GMC 3500 pickup truck operated by 

Defendant Jesse T. Laine (which was traveling north on US 281). See, the police report 

(Exhibit 1). 

14. At the time of the Collision, the Deceased, Rebekah Wendt ("Rebekah Wendt") 

was a passenger in the Colvin Vehicle. 

15. Upon information and belief, at the time of the Collision, Defendant Marvin C. 

Colvin was the owner of the Colvin Vehicle. 

16. At the time of the Collision, Mr. Colvin was negligent in his operation of the Colvin 

Vehicle. 
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17. Defendant Jesse T. Laine's vehicle collided with the passenger side of Mr. Calvin's 

vehicle. 

18. At the time of the collision, Defendant Jesse T. Laine was negligent in the operation 

of his vehicle. 

19. Mr. Colvin died at the scene of the Collision. 

20. Rebekah Wendt was airlifted by air ambulance from the scene of the Collision by 

helicopter and transported to John Peter Smith Hospital in Fort Worth, Texas where, she 

succumbed to her injuries and died. 

21. At the time of the Collision, Defendant Jon Francis was a candidate running to be 

the State Representative for Texas House District 60 (Brown, Callahan, Coleman, Eastland, Hood, 

Palo Pinto, Shackelford, and Stephen Counties). See https://www.votejonfrancis.com. 

22. At the time of the Collision, Defendant Destin Sensky was the campaign manager 

of the Campaign. 

23. At the time of the collision, Rebekah Wendt and Mr. Colvin were employees of the 

Campaign and had been canvasing door-to-door for the Campaign and were returning at the end 

of the workday to the hotel where the Campaign had provided rooms for Campaign employees to 

stay. 

24. At the time of the Collision, Rebekah Wendt and Mr. Colvin were employees in 

the course and scope of their employment for and with Defendant Jon Francis and the Campaign) 

(see Formal Offer Letter Exhibit 2; Executed Work Agreement Exhibit 3 and Non-Disclosure 

Agreement Exhibit 4). 

25. At the time of the collision, neither Defendant Jon Francis nor the Campaign 

maintained Workers Compensation Insurance. 
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v. 
CAUSES OF ACTION 

SURVIVAL ACTION (THE CAMPAIGN) 

26. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

27. Before dying, Rebekah Wendt had a cause of action for negligence that could have 

been brought against the Campaign. The Campaign owed legal duties to Rebekah Wendt to 

exercise ordinaiy cai·e. The Campaign breached this duty of care by failing to ensure that Rebekah 

Wendt's working conditions at the time of the Collision were reasonably safe; e.g., by placing her 

in a vehicle operated by Mr. Colvin, an inexperienced and negligent driver. 

28. The Campaign exercised or retained some control over the manner in which 

Rebekah Wendt was performing her work at the time of the Collision. The Campaign knew or 

should have known of the hazards associated with Rebekah Wendt traveling as a passenger in Mr. 

Colvin' s vehicle as a necessaiy part of her employment with the Campaign as the Campaign, its 

supervisors and/or agents were responsible for ensuring the safety of its employees while in the 

course and scope of their employment. 

29. The Campaign's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's injuries 

and resulting death. 

30. The acts of negligence committed by the Campaign, its agents, servants, and/or 

employees arose directly out of and were done in prosecution of the business that they were 

employed to do by their employer, who is therefore liable under the doctrine of respondeat superior 

for the negligent actions of its employees. 
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SURVIVAL ACTION (DEFENDANT JON FRANCIS) 

31. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

32. Before dying, Rebekah Wendt had a cause of action for negligence that could have 

been brought against Defendant Jon Francis. Defendant Jon Francis owed legal duties to Rebekah 

Wendt to exercise ordinary care. Defendant Jon Francis breached this duty of care by failing to 

ensure that Rebekah Wendt's working conditions at the time of the Collision were reasonably safe; 

e.g., by placing her in a vehicle operated by Mr. Colvin, an inexperienced and negligent driver. 

3 3. Defendant Jon Francis exercised or retained some control over the manner in which 

Rebekah Wendt was performing her work at the time of the Collision. Defendant Jon Francis 

knew or should have known of the hazards associated with Rebekah Wendt traveling as a 

passenger in Mr. Calvin's vehicle as a necessary part of her employment with Defendant Jon 

Francis and/or his agents, including Defendant Jon Francis, were responsible for ensuring the 

safety of its employees while in the course and scope of their employment. 

34. Defendant Jon Francis' breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's 

injuries and resulting death. 

SURVIVAL ACTION (DEFENDANT DESTIN SENSKY) 

35. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

3 6. Before dying, Rebekah Wendt had a cause of action for negligence that could have 

been brought against Defendant Destin Sensky. Defendant Destin Sensky owed legal duties to 

Rebekah Wendt to exercise ordinary care. Defendant Destin Sensky breached this duty of care by 

failing to ensure that Rebekah Wendt' s working conditions at the time of the Collision were 
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reasonably safe; e.g., by placing her in a vehicle operated by Mr. Colvin, an inexperienced and 

negligent driver. 

37. Defendant Destin Sensky exercised or retained some control over the manner in 

which Rebekah Wendt was performing her work at the time of the Collision. Defendant Destin 

Sensky knew or should have known of the hazards associated with Rebekah Wendt traveling as a 

passenger in Mr. Calvin's vehicle as a necessary part of her employment with Defendant Destin 

Sensky and/or his agents, including Defendant Destin Sensky, were responsible for ensuring the 

safety of its employees while in the course and scope of their employment. 

38. Defendant Destin Sensky's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah 

Wendt's injuries and resulting death. 

SURVIVAL ACTION (DEFENDANT MARVIN C. COLVIN) 

39. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

40. Before dying, Rebekah Wendt had a cause of action for negligence that could have 

been brought against Defendant Marvin C. Colvin. Defendant Marvin C. Colvin owed legal duties 

to Rebekah Wendt to exercise ordinary care. Defendant Marvin C. Colvin breached this duty of 

care by negligently entrusting the Colvin Vehicle to an inexperienced driver, Tyler Colvin. 

41. Defendant Marvin C. Calvin's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah 

Wendt' s injuries and resulting death. 
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SURVIVAL ACTION (DEFENDANT JESSE T. LAINE) 

42. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

43. Before dying, Rebekah Wendt had a cause of action for negligence that could have 

been brought against Defendant Jesse T. Laine. Defendant Jesse T. Laine owed legal duties to 

Rebekah Wendt to exercise ordinary care. Defendant Jesse T. Laine breached this duty of care by 

negligently operating his vehicle at the time of the Collision. 

44. Defendant Jesse T. Laine's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah 

Wendt's injuries and resulting death. 

NEGLIGENT CONTROL (THE CAMPAIGN) 

45. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set fmih fully 

below. 

46. In addition to other counts, the Campaign is liable to Plaintiffs for negligent control 

over Mr. Colvin's work. The Campaign exercised or retained some control over the manner in 

which Mr. Colvin was performing his work at the time of the Collision. Accordingly, the 

Campaign owed a legal duty to Rebekah Wendt to exercise reasonable care in its control of Mr. 

Colvin's work. The Campaign breached this duty of care by failing to ensure that Mr. Colvin 

conducted his work in a reasonably safe manner. 

47. The Campaign's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's injuries 

and resulting death. 

8 

Copy from re:SearchTX



NEGLIGENT CONTROL (DEFENDANT JON FRANCIS) 

48. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

49. In addition to other counts, Defendant Jon Francis is liable to Plaintiffs for negligent 

control over Mr. Colvin' s work. Defendant Jon Francis exercised or retained some control over 

the manner in which Mr. Colvin was performing his work at the time of the Collision. 

Accordingly, Defendant Jon Francis owed a legal duty to Rebekah Wendt to exercise reasonable 

care in its control of Mr. Colvin' s work. Defendant Jon Francis breached this duty of care by 

failing to ensure that Mr. Colvin conducted his work in a reasonably safe manner. 

50. Defendant Jon Francis' breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's 

injuries and resulting death. 

NEGLIGENT CONTROL (DEFENDANT DESTIN SENSKY) 

51. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

52. In addition to other counts, Defendant Destin Sensky is liable to Plaintiffs for 

negligent control over Mr. Calvin's work. Defendant Destin Sensky exercised or retained some 

control over the manner in which Mr. Colvin was performing his work at the time of the Collision. 

Accordingly, Defendant Destin Sensky owed a legal duty to Rebekah Wendt to exercise reasonable 

care in its control of Mr. Colvin' s work. Defendant Destin Sensky breached this duty of care by 

failing to ensure that Mr. Colvin conducted his work in a reasonably safe manner. 

53. Defendant Destin Sensky's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah 

Wendt's injuries and resulting death. 
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NEGLIGENT HIRING (THE CAMPAIGN) 

54. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

55. In addition to other counts, the Campaign is liable to Plaintiffs for negligent hiring 

of Mr. Colvin. The Campaign hired Mr. Colvin to canvass for the candidate, Defendant Jon 

Francis, which required Mr. Colvin to drive and transport Rebekah Wendt. 

56. The Campaign owed Plaintiffs a duty to hire a competent employee to transport her 

in the course and scope of her employment. The Campaign breached that duty by hiring Mr. 

Colvin, who was not competent perform the job for which he was hired. The Campaign failed to 

properly investigate Mr. Colvin and his competency as an operator of a motor vehicle. Mr. Colvin 

was not competent in his operation of the Colvin Vehicle at the time of the Collision. 

57. The Campaign's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's injuries 

and resulting death. 

NEGLIGENT HIRING (DEFENDANT JON FRANCIS) 

58. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

59. In addition to other counts, Defendant Jon Francis is liable to Plaintiffs for negligent 

hiring of Mr. Colvin. Defendant Jon Francis hired Mr. Colvin to canvass for the candidate, 

Defendant Jon Francis, which required Mr. Colvin to drive and transport Rebekah Wendt. 

60. Defendant Jon Francis owed Plaintiffs a duty to hire a competent employee to 

transp01i her in the course and scope of her employment. Defendant Jon Francis breached that 

duty by hiring Mr. Colvin, who was not competent perform the job for which he was hired. 

Defendant Jon Francis failed to properly investigate Mr. Colvin and his competency as an operator 
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of a motor vehicle. Mr. Colvin was not competent in his operation of the Colvin Vehicle at the 

time of the Collision. 

61. Defendant Jon Francis' breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah Wendt's 

injuries and resulting death. 

NEGLIGENT HIRING (DESTIN SENSKY) 

62. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

63. In addition to other counts, Defendant Destin Senksy is liable to Plaintiffs for 

negligent hiring of Mr. Colvin. Defendant Destin Senksy hired Mr. Colvin to canvass for the 

candidate, Defendant Jon Francis, which required Mr. Colvin to drive and transport Rebekah 

Wendt. 

64. Defendant Destin Senksy owed Plaintiffs a duty to hire a competent employee to 

transport her in the course and scope of her employment. Defendant Destin Senksy breached that 

duty by hiring Mr. Colvin, who was not competent perform the job for which he was hired. 

Defendant Destin Senksy failed to properly investigate Mr. Colvin and his competency as an 

operator of a motor vehicle. Mr. Colvin was not competent in his operation of the Colvin Vehicle 

at the time of the Collision. 

65. Defendant Destin Senksy's breach of this duty proximately caused Rebekah 

Wendt' s injuries and resulting death. 
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PLAINTIFF TIMOTHY WENDT'S LOSS OF CONSORTIUM (ALL DEFENDANTS) 

66. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

67. As the direct and proximate result of the joint and several negligence of Defendants, 

Plaintiff Timothy Wendt has been deprived of Rebekah Wendt' s consortium, including her 

companionship, love and affection, and continues to be deprived of Rebekah Wendt' s 

companionship, love and affection. Plaintiff Timothy Wendt is entitled to recover for same. 

PLAINTIFF ERIKA WENDT'S LOSS OF CONSORTIUM (ALL DEFENDANTS) 

68. Plaintiffs incorporate the preceding paragraphs of this Petition as if set forth fully 

below. 

69. As the direct and proximate result of the joint and several negligence of Defendants, 

Plaintiff Erika Wendt has been deprived of Rebekah Wendt' s consortium, including her 

companionship, love and affection, and continues to be deprived of Rebekah Wendt' s 

companionship, love and affection. Plaintiff Erika Wendt is entitled to recover for same 

VI. 
DEMAND FOR JURY 

70. Plaintiffs have demanded a jury trial and tendered the appropriate fee. 

VII. 
DAMAGES 

71. Plaintiffs seek monetary relief over $1,000,000. Tex. R. Civ. P. 47(c)(5). 

VIII. 
PRESERVATION OF EVIDENCE 

72. Plaintiffs hereby request that Defendants preserve and maintain all evidence 

pertaining to any claim or defense related to the Collision made the basis of this lawsuit, or the 

damages resulting therefrom, including photographs; videotapes; audiotapes; recordings; business 
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or medical records; bills; estimates; invoices; checks; correspondence; memoranda; files; 

facsimiles; email; voice mail; text messages; investigation; cellular telephone records; calendar 

entries; and any electronic image, data, or information related to Plaintiffs, the referenced 

Collision, or any damages resulting therefrom. Failure to maintain such items will constitute 

spoliation of the evidence. 

IX. 
PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

73. For these reasons, Plaintiffs ask that Defendants be cited to appear and answer and 

that they have judgment against Defendants, jointly and severally, for the following: 

a. Actual damages for physical pain and suffering, mental anguish, medical 

expenses, loss of earning capacity, loss of conso1iium, and loss of services; 

b. Exemplary damages; 

c. Court costs; 

d. Pre and post judgment interest; and 

e. All other relief to which they are justly entitle 

Go zalez Chiscano Angulo & Kasson, PC 
9601 McAllister Freeway, Suite 401 
San Antonio, Texas 78216 
Phone: (210) 569-8500 
Facsimile: (210) 569-8490 
State Bar No. 00794952 
hbg(cl>gcaklaw.com 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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The following will be filing Motions for Pro 
Jf ac Vice soon after the filing of this matter: 

Masten Childers, III, Esq. 
(Motion for Pro Hae Vice forthcoming) 

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP 
161 North Eagle Creek Drive, Suite 210 
Lexington, Kentucky 40509 
Phone: (859) 687-6699 
Facsimile: (859) 263-3239 
mchilders@wtplaw.com 
Co-Counsel for Plaintiffs 

C. Allen Foster, Esq. 
(Motion for Pro Hae Vice forthcoming) 

Erik D. Bolog, Esq. 
(Motion for Pro Hae Vice forthcoming) 

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP 
1800 M Street NW, Suite 450N 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phone: (202) 689-3153 
Facsimile: (202) 689-3163 
cafoster@wtplaw.com 
ebolog@,wtplaw.com 
Co-Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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