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August 11, 2020 
 
 
The El Paso County District Attorney  
Mr. Jaime Esparza 
34th Judicial District  
500 E. San Antonio Ave. 
Suite 201 
El Paso, Texas 79901 
 
Via email to: rramos@epcounty.com  
 
Re: Pattern of Sexual Harassment of Detained Individuals at the El Paso Processing Center 
 
Las Americas files this complaint to bring to the attention of the District Attorney and local law 
enforcement a pattern and practice of sexual harassment and sexual assault of immigration 
detainees at the El Paso Processing Center (“EPPC”) by EPPC staff. Although lieutenants, 
captains, and ICE supervisors have been made aware of these patterns of sexual misconduct, we 
present a pattern by which they have failed to protect detainees as required by U.S. law and ICE 
internal guidance. The experiences of three detainees are detailed in this complaint and serve to 
illustrate a pattern and practice of sexual exploitation and retaliation for reporting harassment at 
EPPC by EPPC staff.  
 
The following information was collected from interviewing each victim. We provide this 
information with each person’s consent but with the expectation that their identities be held 
confidential and that they be protected from retaliation. In particular, Jane Doe 1 remains 
detained at EPPC and is facing increased anxiety, fearing that this complaint will jeopardize her 
safety during detention. Jane Doe 1 has been assaulted by at least two separate guards during her 
detention in El Paso, John Doe has experienced sexual harassment from an EPPC guard, and 
Jane Doe 2 was similarly sexually assaulted by several guards at EPPC.  
 
 

INDIVIDUAL INCIDENTS 
 
Jane Doe 1 
 
In order to obtain her medication each day, Jane Doe 1 walks from her barrack to the medical 
unit. Along the path she must take to go to and from the medical unit, there are various areas that 
she believes are blind spots and thus invisible to cameras. Two assaults have occurred in a small 
corner near the door of barracks 8B.  
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CONCLUSION 

 
Las Americas urges local law enforcement to conduct a detailed, comprehensive investigation 
into this pattern and practice of sexual assault, harassment, and retaliation. Law enforcement 
officials should demand from EPPC staff the preservation of any and all evidence, video or 
otherwise, that would be material to the investigation of these allegations. At the conclusion of 
this investigation, we hope that law enforcement will take appropriate action against the officers 
involved as they pose a clear threat to the safety of detained persons in the EPPC. Thank you for 
your time and careful attention to this matter.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
 
Linda Corchado 
Director of Legal Services  




