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VIRGINIA: o ‘.
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF RICHMOND
H{}..r"
ANONYMOUS,
Plaintiff )
v. CIVIL NO.:_

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE
MAYOR LEVAR MARCUS STONEY,

Defendant.
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COMPILAINT FOR EMERGENCY INJUNCTIVE AND DEC LARATORY RELIEF
COMES NOW your Plaintiff filing pseudunjix.;iously as “ANONYMOUS", by counsel,
and moves this Court for emergency injunctive rehd' 'tof enjoin, I;I;Sma;ld inhibit the
Defendant, MAYOR LEVAR MARCUS STONEY, from ordering or authorizing the removals
of any further public moouments or memorials from the Capitol of Virginia, the City of
Richmond, in violation of §15.2-1812(B) of the Code of ‘v’irginié.(—l?_ﬁ(}), as amended. In support
thereof, Plaintiff states as follows: -
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
1. This court has subject-matter jurisdiction: mer this m%&pufmant to §17.1-513 and
§8.01-261 of the Code of Virginia (1950); a5 amended
2. The subject property at controversy here.iéi and the eJ:Li:gent circumstances related
thereto, exist within the City of Richmond. Virginia ** "
PARTIES e
3. Plaintffis a Virginia and United States citizen; and ahinterested person” concerning

the removal of public monuments and memorials in the Capitol of Virginia pursuant

to Virginia Code §15.2-1812(B).



4. Defendant is the Mayor of the City of Richmond, Virginia, or_cﬁnarﬁy conducts
business within Richmond, Virginia, andif;asides in Rxchmond Virginia

5. The subject property involves unspecifi ed pnbhc mormm ents and mem orials erected
within the city of Richmond, Virginia as described in Vlrg:ma Code §152-1812(A).

FACTUAL BACKGROUND \

6. On Aprl 10, 2020, Govemor Ralph Nnrth#m (Goverqcr.(.}{orﬂzm) signed into law
legislation passed by the Virginia Assembly which aﬂows for local municipalities to
remove war memorials after a sixty-day Adrnini strativ:cfp‘.mce;ss that includes a 30-day

notice to the public, a public hearing; anci:‘ﬁ’BO—day staiffbﬁowmg the hearing to
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determine the memorial's final dispositiof’ ™

7. The new legislation added §15.2-18 12(33%6 the codé;éfﬁ?i‘fginia, which was enacted
into law on July 1, 2020. yini’

8. The Office of the Press Secretary to the Mayor of Richmond published a inform al
Mayoral Press Release on July 1, 2020 stating that. ‘Ma:,or Levar Stoney, using his
emergency powers, ordered the immediate semoval of ‘ﬁiﬁiﬁple monuments in the
city, including Confederate statues...” (iﬁcﬁmorated heréin as Exhibit A)

9. The press release asserted that the Dcfméant made thc dccxsmn to use his

“emergency powers’ to remove the stames becanse in part thcy present a “severe,
immediate and growing threat to public safety St |

10. By 3:00 p.m. on July 1, 2020, with less than twcnty-ﬂ:;ﬁ; hours notice to the public,

crane operators were removing the hundred year old dieimorial erected to the

Confederate General, Stonewall Jackson, as ordered By ‘the Defendant'.

! hitps://twitter.com/i/status/1278408735832662016



11. Cn July 2, 2020, with no published notice to Ithe public, “,Jthc nincty—two year old
memonial dedicated to U.S. Naval Officer, Matthew P;:;tmne Manry was also
removed as ordered by the Defendant’. | o

12. As of the time of this filing on July 7, 2020 with no pubh shcd notice to the public,
the century-old memorial dedicated to Confcderate gmﬁal J. E B. Stuartis being
removed as ordered by the Defeadant? N .

EXIGENT CIRCK}MSTANCES |

13. On March 13, 2020, Govemnor Northam mtercd Execunve Otder 53*, closing all K-12
public schools across the state for two wceks asa preéglz}nona'y measure due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 2

14. Ten days later, Governor Northam extended Executrve Otcicr 53 and closed all K-12
public schools across the state for the rest of the academ:c year

15. For the time being, Plaintiff is responsible for provi dlrfég'eneta] educational home
school materials, activities and lesson plans for x chi!drc;n.

16. As part of an upcoming U.S and V:rgrmgﬁistory lessoﬁ actmty Plaintiff planned to
take x children on a field trip to the Capitol of \rirgiﬁ%%"—‘taﬁf the statues along
Monument Avenue as well as other relevant hi stoncai‘}it‘es in and around the City of
Richmond

17. Plaintiff"s intention to tour the public monuments in theCapmtoi of Virginia as a home
school history lesson activity makes Plaintiff an xnte:rés'ted person” in their intended

removals pursuant to Virginia Code §15.3-1812(B). “* & -

ely iy

% https: ffwenw .nbc 12, com /2020/07 {02/ city-start-rem oval-mng-statue—m o(tument-avenuef
*hitps:/fwset.com/news/ bcal /crews-re move-monume nt-of -confe de rate-ge n-jeb-stuart-in-richmond

* hitps:/fwenw governor.virginia. gov/media/governorvirginiagoy/esecutive- act;onstO-SEr-Te mporary—Restr;ctlons-
Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-{COVID-19}.pdf
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18. Governor Northam s Executive Order 55° ordering vi?igiﬁf‘a residents to stay in their
homes, combined with the recent hﬂghtened level of cnmmaf acthty existing within
the City of Richmond, has hampered and deiayed the Piamt:f'f" s ability to effectuate

those lesson plans safely with x ch:!o:ken to datc

19. The Defendant addressed the removal of fhe monnmen duxmg amedia briefing at

River City Middle School on July 2. 2020, at which hny: he indicated that there
would be eleven more statues removed around the ci& over the next few days”.
20. The Defendant’s unlawful actions to expeditiously remove public monuments causes

a concrete and particularized injury to the Plamuff 5 rigﬁts asa szgzm,a citizen.

COUNT ONE G
(Virginia Code §15.2-1812(B) - Me!nonals for Wag Vet&rans)

IR

21. Plaintiff restates and realleges the facts aggilaﬂegaﬁoné contained in paragraphs 1-21

22 The Defendant made a clear and deliberate move to mrcumvent the newly enacted

A.Il.\‘ I\

statute concerning the removals of monuments and mem pﬁa}s pursuant to Virginia

Code §15.2-1812(B) by issuing an unlawful mncrgcnéjt"prdinance (as particularly

described in COUNT TWO) through which he mdemgiﬁhe removal of a public

monument on the very same day the new statute was enacted into law; the same

statute affording the Richmond City Couh’c;ii the mleé?rt%&énty to determine the final

disposition of any monument or memmél‘in qucstioﬁsig‘%}édgrdancc with statute.
23. The Defendant’s acions, in his capacity ;?._ﬂxe Maya:of ?Ri_chmoni to order the

expedient removal of three public monuments from Méntiment Avenue in violation

Y
* hitps://wann_governor virginia. gov/meadia/gove rnorvirginiagov/e secutive-actibns/ EQ-55-Te mporary-St ay-at-
Home-Order-Due-to-Nove-Coronavirus-(COVID-19) . pdf
5 hitps./fwset.com/newsflocal/second-confederate-monument-rem oved-in- rpchmond -11-to-be-taken-down-in-

coming-days




24

25.

26.

27.

28.

of public notice requirements, denied thc’i’famhff’ s n'ghtsto “present [x] views™ as an
“interested person” prior to their removalé'pursuant to ﬁéﬁiﬁ’ia Code §15.2-1812(B).
Plaintiff is an “interested person” as it relates to the méén&ed removal of public
monuments and memorials in the Capitol of the Comﬂ;.:oﬁwcalm_

In his informal Mayoral Press Release issued on July zi~,?“2020, the Defendant
acknowledged the newly enacted statute and stated, In March of 2020, the General
Assembly passed an amendment emgawering Iocalitie_ﬁs like Richmond to remove.
monuments to the Lost Canse The law took effect today, hﬂy 1, at 12 AM,
allowing Richmond to enter into a Eﬂ-dayéa&nm: straﬁ;é"p}ocess dnzi!ig which the
city will solicit public input while dctcnmﬁmg the fafi'.é:%ﬁ;iixg;étatues. Any removed
statues will be placed in temporary storage while (il Brocess takes place”
(emphasis added) (See Exhibit A) A

_ EAET
The Defendant deliberately interjected the phrase “the lost cause” into his own
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interpretation of the text of the new statute.

The Defendant cited no legal authority f or:indefiniteli"’"‘ﬁiﬁéiﬁig rem oved monuments

x’ 1.
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in “temporary storage.”

In fact, Virginia Code §15.2- iSlZ(A) pmvzdes mxthority fcrr mun:c;palxtles to erect
monuments or memorials dedicated to Ihe Veterans of‘ any ‘war or conflict”, and
specifically identifies and names fifteen diff erent hzstirmcai U S. wars and conflicts, of
which The Civil War (1861-1865) is included. Vn’g:ma Code §15.2-1812(B), as
referenced by the Defendant in his Mayoral Press Rezease on July 1, 2020, merely

adds language allowing for the removal of any of the monuments and memorials

described above, after a sixty-day admm:stratrve proccss fmther described therein




20, The Defendant has shown ample opportunities to pubfi‘ciy express his own personal
views about the removals of public monuments, bat has Failed to allow any other
interested persons that same right and pnvﬂ ege under Eg‘éf‘law_

30. The Defendant did not and still has not pubhshed pubhc fiotice regarding the exact
monuments selected for removal, has not specafied Ihe exaf;t hatm‘e of the public
emergency warranting the monument removals, nor has Ahe ;pubhshed public notice of
the dates and locations of monument rem.o%rals in and édpﬁﬁ the City of Richmond.

31. The exigent circumstances of the Defendant’s declam(i i:rlltmt' to continue with the
removal of eleven more unspecified monuments from‘ﬂ;e City of Richmond within
the next few days without legal justification orrcwurie'dmxes the Plaintiff x rights,
and leaves all interested persons without a ;roice or rer:oﬁrse

{(Richmond City Coéc%%ugmcy Oi&nances)
32. Plaintiff restates and realleges the facts and allegano?s contamed in paragtaphs 1-32

D aAin u‘s_‘e -EJ'.C

above. O Laonnod

33. The Defendant dem onstrated a wiliful and dchbcratelrjisgrp of legal anthority when he
unilaterally issued an emergency ordinance to remove; pﬂbhc monuments along
Memorial Avenue without the approval of the R:chmond City Council on July 1,
2020. inir

34. The Defendant’s orders to remove public i;;.onumcnts along Monument Avenue were

i Dpn
done so in perpetuation of the Defendant’s personal vision and not as a matter of

M
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public safety or law.
35. The Defendant has an established and well-publ shedpét‘&ﬁnai vision for Monument

Avenue that was manifested an emergency ordinance og:July 1, 2020.

Lo
wof gy
TERY

GG



36.

37.

38.

On June 22, 2017, the Defendant issued a Mayoral PregsRcIcase in which he
challenged the historical relevance of The Conf edcrac}'agxd described it as “The Lost
Cause™. The Defendant directed the Monument Avenue Commission (The
Commission) to pursue a collaborative anddedicaied_cﬁ;pﬂ to gain public insight as
to how best provide context for the confederate stamtc,?,aiong Memorial Avenue and
to expand upon it to make it more inclusive and divetse-(in’corporated herein as
Exhibit B )

By August 16, 2017, the Defendant announced his updated vision for the The
Commission in a Tweet which read, “Eﬁ'c%:fivc immc&é&f;&:—iy;‘Mo&umeﬂt Avenue
Commission will include examination of"’r;‘::rj_'nﬂval an&’o;zﬁr‘élocanon of some or all

In the Mayoral Press Release issued on tﬁgﬁﬁame day‘kh\e Défendant expressed a
renewed distain for the Confederate memorials along&fénum ent Avenne by saying,
“I wish they had never been built” and “I personally beﬁcvc they are offensive and

need to be removed” (incorporated hereto as Exhibit D)

39. The Defendant’s desire to completely remove the statties was met with imposing legal

obstacles. In 2017, Virginia Code §15.2-1812 only pidvided anthority for local

municipalities to erect war monum ents arid' memonials, ‘buf did not provide a clear
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remedy for lawful removal thereof.

40. On July 1, 2020, the above statute was a:hbnded to mtluﬂe Iawful removal rem edies,

including a thirty-day notice, a public heaxmg anda thf(;ty ~day period for the

Richmond City Council to deliberate and decide upondn a final disposition.




41. The new statute afforded sole authority to the Rxchmond Czty Council to decide upon

g
TR

the final disposition of any public mo:mment or rem cvaf m‘accordance with the

provisions of Virginia Code §15.2-1812(B). il

42 On the same day the new statute was enacted into law‘;ifez Defendant, while acting
under the authority of arbitrary “emergency powers™, dcclaxe& the existence of

“multiple” unspecified monuments in the City of Rxchmond as posing a “severe,
immediate and growing threat to public safet}' and thm immediately ordered and
orchestrated the removal of several statues to the surprise of many Virginians
including the Plaintff. o ‘j -

43. The Defendant’s actions were conduc.tcdvli;r;'.vioiation of!Virgi‘ma Code §4-11, which
requires the Defendant to state with specificity the cma‘gmcy being claimed, and to
gain the approval the ordinance by the Richmond G&I&unsd as confirmed by at
least two-thirds affirmative votes.

44. The Defendant was not able to secure the rcsqmred nur%lbex of votes and the meeting
was postponed to allow for public notice.” RO

45 Despite the lack of approval of the R:chmond Gity Councﬂ the Defendant proceeded
to effectuate his emergency ordinance anci orchestrated the removals of two public
monuments along Memorial Avenue in the days to foisfow"agamst the legal advice of
Interim City Attomey Haskell Browsn ' =

46. The Defendant reiterated his vision for Mbnum ent Avémze as his motivation to

remove the monuments when he stated in an interview with National Public Radio,

e 1 I’“; v
“It's ime to move beyond the lost canse and embracé therighteons cause. We can

7 hitps://www npr.org/sections/ live-updates-protests-for- raqa Hushcef 2029{07{ mf§86m4604/r|d1 mond-va-
mayor-crders-emergency-removal-of-confederate-statues ™



be more than just the capital of the C oni"ederacv. It'sttm e for us to be the capital of
compassign.” (emphasis added) ‘

47. The Defendant’s conduct has only served gq.pcrpetuar;é;_;f&i D:fendant’s personal
views and desires, which is not sufficient to sapport an eimcrgency ordinance which

supersedes Virginia law.

48. The Defendant has failed to provide any rin_f_oxmation ordata supporting his claimed
nexus between any particalar public monument or mmdriair'md the idea that its
continued presence poses a “severe, immediate and growing threat to public safety”,
and has failed to offer the public any less restrictive aiééﬁ”hativcs than the complete
removal of public monuments at his own discretion. o

49. The Defendant’s actions were and remain unil ateral, n‘nﬁ‘aiemccd, and unchecked, and

are being done so under the guise of undefined “em H%&ﬁé}' ;;owers” that affect the

N
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rights of the Plaintiff and all intﬂ'estcé'pe;s;bns.

50. The Defendant swore an oath to “faithfull¢ and lmpmrgéffs?” discharge his duties as
the Mayor of Richmond on December 31,2016, *F:¢

51. The Defendant has a duty as the Mayor of Richmond T be responsible for the proper
administration of city government pursuant to §§501§nd 5.05.5 of the Richmond
City Code.

52. The “faithful and impartial™ and “pwperachmmstratft{)nn%’””of t-::ity government is not
achieved by circumventing and disregarﬁi&é' governi ng“s’.ta‘mtes of the
Commonwealth through the unjustified annﬁunwananted use of unapproved

emergency ordinances to perpetuate the petsonai wsfé'nﬁénd desires of the Mayor.
: HE TR Y



PRAYER FOR RELIEF
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays this Court enter an emergency exlaarte infunction to

S

accomplish the following:

1)

2

3

4

5)

6)

Y
+

To enjoin, restrain and otherwise pmhibii tfle Dc:fcnda}xt?rom ordering, authorizing or
otherwise allowing for the removal of any further pubh';;_ mornuments of memorials
within the City of Richmond in any manner which vio-lz;;esg\e’irginia Code §15.2-
1812(B);

To declare the Defendant’s conduct while acting undg;‘_fiez_netgency powers” to
remove public monuments as unlawful in violation of :szgmra Code §§4-11 and
15.2-1812(B). L ‘- .
To invalidate the Defendant’s emefgmc; g;ﬁnance of Julgy 1 2020 as being void ab
initio and unenforceable; . “ B

To order the Defendant to publish a list of the specrfié lﬁmbhc monuments and
memonals that have been selected by him as cmdidafgg%fof intended removal, and his
intended timeline to remove them;

To order the disclosure of the temporary storage faciﬁfié%‘in_ivhich the removed
statues have been placed, the mannerin w}nch they 51'; gem’gstored and protected,
and to immediately arrange for a puﬁlic heanng to dxscussthc final disposition
thereat. Cew

That Plaintiff be afforded such other reii&; as the natm‘e of X canse may require.

Leodl



By:

Respectfully Submitted,

ANONYMOUS,
By Counsd

O o

James B. Thomas, Esquire (VSB £38630)
Counsel for the Plaintiff

P.O.Box 1249

Bedford, VA 24523

{(757) 218-3087
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Exhibit A
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Mayor Stoney orders immediate removal of Confederate monuments

chive



Exhibit B

XI. Appendix- A
Mayoral Press Releases Establishing and Amending Monument Avenue

Commission

REMARKS BY MAYOR LEVAR M. STONEY - JUNE 22, 2017
Good afternoon. Thank you all for coming.

Monument Avenue is one of Richmond’s most beautiful streets. Along with Jackson Ward, it is one
of only two National Historic Landmark Districts in the City.

Every year, thousands of rourists flock to it, thousands of Richmonders run down it, and still more
travel its leafy, cobblestoned lanes on the way to work and home every day.

It's been described as one of the most pzcmresquc gran&l boulmrés 31’1@:! urban residential
neighborhoods in the world. SR RN :

Bur my fellow Richmonders, something is wrong with this picture. It's the story told by the
Confederate monumencs chat give the sereet its famous name and haye defined its landscape for
more than a century. R

That story is, at best, an incomplete story — equal parts myth and deceprion. It was writren in stone
and bronze more than 100 years ago - not only to distort history by lionizing the architects and
defenders of slavery, bur also ro perpetuate the tyranny and terror of Jim Crow and usher in a new
era of whire supremacy.

These inanimate objects were designed ro do what the Confederate g;ﬁérais and the racist
ideologues they depict could not — keep the free African people of Virginia in bondage.
The Lost Cause was rtheir story - and they stuck ro ir.

b e
Bur it was not history. hive
Monument Avenue was a real estate development that began with the Lee Statue in 1890, and it
succeeded - as a development venture AND in fabricating the “Lost Cause™ ideology as truch.

In fact, it was nostalgia masquerading as history. Buc over decades thts nostalgia became embedded
and subsequently a part of our history, parr of the false narradve - thc alcernarive facts, if you will --
that we will begin to facr check, starring roday.

(R AN P
i
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I got into polirics and government to give a voice to the voiceless and right wrongs. When [ was
running for office, | said thar cthese Confederate statues require contexr — thar is, an explanation of
whart they acrually are — who built them, why chey were buile and how they came to preside over the
culrure of this ciry.

Ladies and gentlemen this is our time, and it's our responsibility, to set the historical record srraighr.

These will be difficule discussions, bur we need ro have chem.

It is my belief that withour telling che WHOLE story, these mondniénrs constiture a defaule
endorsement of a shameful period in our narion and in our city — one that does a disservice to the
principles of racial equality, rolerance and unity we celebrate as values in One Richmond roday.

And thar is why T am pleased o announce the creation of the Monument Avenue Commission.
. wris s

The job of chis commission will be ro solicir public inpur and make recommendations ro the

Mayor's Office on how ro best tell the real story of these Monuments.

We have assembled a distinguished and experienced ream of experts — a number of them who are
here with us roday. Hisrorians, artists, authors and community leaders who will guide chis process.

[ am honored ro announce that Christy Coleman, CEO of the Ametican Civil War Museum, and
Greg Kimball, Direcror of Education and Ourreach for the .lbrarg of Yirginia, have agreed to serve

as Commission CO‘ChEI!’S.

ST ES :;,
a1

The City is also forrunare ro have as commission members: Councilman Andreas Addison, Ed
Ayers, Stacy Burrs, Sarah Driggs, Councilwoman Kim (me,Juh;m Hayrer. Lauranett Lee, and
Coleen A. Butler-Rodriguez.

And [ am grareful for the leadership and willingness of David Ruriu Supcrimmdem for the
National Parks Service in Cencral Virginia, and Julie Langan, Director of the Srare Historic
Preservacion Office ax the Virginia Department of Historic Resoufces, to serve as ad hoc advisors ro
the Commission.

The commission will hold rwo public meetings before the end of Seprember, and dares, rimes and
locarions will be announced in the coming days. Rcs;siems will also lq¢ able ro offer suggestions and
input on 3 web site that has been created: That sire is: www. monumenravmuemmmxssmn.org

In addition to raking on the responsibility of explaining the mom{:?!tgpgs that currendy exist, | have
also asked the commission to look into and solicie public opinion on.changing the face of Monument
T N »
EEE NN '
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Avenue by adding new monuments thar would reflect a broader, miore inclusive story of our city.
That is our goal.

*

I know there is pain in the history of our city. For many African Am*cﬂcans. that pain is personal.
Asan African American and the Mayor of this Csty. I am kecﬁly awam rhar the pasr walks with us

every day.

William Faulkner said: “The past isn't dead. It's not cvén past.”

This is abour our future. And if we want to redefine our ciry's fumre., we must correct the mistakes
of its past in the present.

Sheffield Hale, the President and CEQ of the Adanta Hu;tory Ccnmr, said: “The past has much ro
teach us abour wha we are, and where we are ~ if we let it.” R

We have a chance to advance the truth, the complete truch, by u;&ngi:h#sc symbols not for
celebration, burt as tools to educate. | wish these monuments had never been built, bur whether we
like it or not, they are part of the history of this city. Ané removal wguid never wash away thar

stain. R ELEI

And che need to educare and explain our history has siever been more important than it is coday.
We live in an age of alvernarive facts and fake news, Holocaust deniers and 9/11 conspiracy
theorists, spouting manipulative and misguided narratives de&gncqi to build walls between us, nor
bridges.

Whether chey are cast in concrere or birthed in the cyber soup of sacial media, the hace thar buile
them will not go away just because you tear it down, turn it off or unfollow it. That is especially true
when it comes to issues of race in our country. o

Recent surveys on our monuments and recent demopstrations in thgcr parts of che country tell a
story of division, and affirm the idea that racism daesn T start, nor. wi li it end, because of some
statues on a tree lined streer ~ it resides in hearts and mmds ;

And the way to change heares is to educare mind . e e
* . T *

Right now many people probably drive past chese statures and are ;mpg':es&ed by their scale and
grandeur.

But they don't realize that ac the same time the statues on Monument Avenue were being erected
between 1890 and 1919, the rights of African-Americans were bef_, \g, systematically removed.

W
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In 1867, roughly 106,000 African American men were regiswred o vote in Virginia. By the time of
the ergmm Constitutional Convention of 1902 there were 147, OGG Af}mzn American men
registered. i ;3 : '
By 1905 chere were fewer than 10,000.

Berween 1867 and 1895, nearly 100 black Virginians served in the :;\;ro'hduscs of the General
Assembly or in the Constitutional Convention of 1867-1868. By 1889 there were four black
legislators lefe.

By che rurn of the cenrury, as Jim Crow took hold, there were no morc black legislarors in
Virginia... until 1968.

Right now, you won't find chat on any monument on Monument Avenue.

o, SEE AT
But the legacy of the long retreat from democracy that these Monumenrs commemorate lingers in
ovur City to this very day. i

See, having a complete history is important.

ras
My recent visit to Moncpelier, the home of our 4th president, James: Madison, has ser an example
that is worthy of mention.

With the help of a generous benefactor, they just completed a maﬁjﬁgﬁ tenovation of the grounds
thar included restoration of the South Yard of the estate, where 281 slaves once roiled and suffered.

The people behind the restoration, and Montpeliet’s important new exhibit, the "Mere Distincrion
of Colour” believe that telling the complete story of our ¥ past is thc bndge to 3 more enlightened
future.

atingni s

So, aside from celling the rruch ro whar already exises, what does a "’cémp!ztre srory” look like?

Well, I think we should consider what Monument Avenue would i{:mk like with a lirtle more
diversity.

i §
s ,j:

Right now, Arthur Ashe stands alone as the only true champion on that street.

Nevertheless, Richmond's history includes other chmgmns. nfcqurgse hke the United Srates
Colored Troops — who marched into this city on Apnl 3, 1865 ancl raised the American flag.

MAC Report July 2018 ‘
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And chere are champions in modern rimes, like Oliver Hill, a dcfmder of equaliry, who led and won
one of the most important civil rights bartles in our nation’s history
Richmond is unique among cicies in many respects in how it has handled its complex and conflicred

Civil War and Civil Rights history.

We WERE the Capital of the Confederacy and ARE the city of thc first African-American
Governor elected in the United States — L. Douglas Wilder. e

We have expanded rhe conversation and understanding of history.and erected a Reconciliation
statue acknowledging this city’s role in the Triangle Slave Trade in Shockoe Bottom.

And we are moving forward developing a plan to commemorate the Devil's Half Acre and

Richmond's African Burial Ground along Shockoe Creck.

We have a sratue of Abraham Lincoln and his son Tadd next o rll?;American Civil War Museum,
the only museum dedicated to relling the story of the Civil War from multiple perspectives: Union
and Confederare, enslaved and free African Americans, soldiers and civilians.

Next monch we will dedicate a new statue of Richmond's own Maggje Walker on Broad Screet, and
next year, an Emancipation stature will be commcmoratcd on Brnv'm's Island.

These are all important projects, and symbols that h;lp educare anq buijld a bridge to undersranding
by offering a more complete history. L .

A [ T

But let me suggest anocher straregy to balancing che historical ledger.in our City through.
Let's make our next monument a new school,

A new community center.

YUy

: G
An alternative to public housing thar restores dignity and pride of place.

' ) -
America’s history has been wrieren and rewrirren: ar\d our strugglc with race in this country persises
- not because public monuments rise or fall, but because fear makes p:oplc faleer.
But whar lasts, the legacy that will endure, are the pcopic we bu:ld the mmds we cnhghtcn and the
hearts we open on both sides.

o
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When we do that, we will nor just have a few new monuments. Weitwill have thousands - LIVING
monuments ro understanding, inclusiveness, equality :mci promise. .
: < “J =;|; N

They are the ones who will know the difference becween mych am’.f‘ f:u:‘t They will know the
difference beeween history and nostalgia.

et ot

They will embrace just causes - not lost causes, and write the next chapter in the history of our city.

That is the opportunity before us. Telling the complere story of Monument Avenue is one very
important step on the road ro building One Richmond.

So, let’s get to work and Make It Happen.,
Thank you. *

REMARKS BY MAYOR LEVAR M;‘E';T()NEY?%@GUST 16, 2017
e [T SN
When I spoke about the monuments earlier this summer, it was from an oprimism that we can take

the power away from these statues by relling their trae story, for r}m ﬁrst time,

; HI S SRR
As | said in June, it is my belief chae, as they currently stand without e:lcplamtion, the confederare
statues on Monument Avenue are 2 defaule endorsement of a shameful period in our narional and
city history that do not reflect the values of inclusiveness, equality and diversity we celebrae in
roday's Richmond. |

[ wish they had never been builr.

Scill, I believed that as a first step, there was a need o set the h:smm:al record straight. That is why
[ asked the Monument Avenue Commission to solu‘:tc publici mpur.’ il m  suggest a complete and
truthful nacrarive of these statues, who builr them :mcf why they were crcctcd,

RN IR

Y
When it comes ro these complicaced quesrions that involve hlswry, a[avcry, Jim Crow and war, we

all must have the humility ro admir thar our answers are inherently inadeguare. These are challenges
so fundamental to the history of our country, commonwealth, and gity rhar reducing them ro the
question of whether or not 3 monument should remain is, by definjrion, an oversimplificarion.

But context is important in both historical, and present day, perspé&ives. While we had hoped to
use this process to educare Virginians about the history behind chese monumenrs, the events of the
last week may have fundamentally changed our ability to do so by revealing their power to serve as a
rallying point for division and intolerance and violence. |

. :
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Exhibit C
Levar M. Stoney & S 4

g @levarStoney

Effective immediately, Monument Avenue Commission
will include examination of removal and/or relocation of
some or all confederate statues

5:09 PM - Aug 16, 2017 | o

O 106K (D 3.3K peopie are Tweeting about this

"



Exhibit D
When we do that, we will not just have a few new monuments. We will have thousands - LIVING

monuments to understanding, inclusiveness, equality and promise. - -

They are the ones wha will know the difference between myth and facr. They will know che
difference between history and nostalgia.

They will embrace just causes -- not lost causes, and write the next chaprer in the history of our city.

‘Thar is the opportunity before us. Telling the complete story of Monument Avenue is one very
important step on the road to building One Richmond.

So, let’s ger to work and Make It Happen.

Thank you.

Loy

REMARKS BY MAYOR LEVAR M. STONEY- AUGUST 16, 2017
When 1 spoke about the monuments earlier this summer, it was from an oprimism thar we can take
the power away from these statues by telling rheir true story, for the first time.
As [ said in June, it is my belief chat, as they currently stand without ékp!nnatﬁon, the confederate
statues on Monument Avenue are a default endorsement of 2 shameful period in our national and
city history thar do nor reflect the values of inclusiveness, equaliry and diversity we celebrate in
roday’s Richmond.

I wish they had never been buile.

Scill, I believed that as a first step, there was a need ro set the historical record straight. That is why
I asked the Monument Avenue Commission to solicit public iﬂpmfia{ad to sugyest a complete and
cruthful narrative of these statues, who built chem and why they were erected.

When it comes to these complicated questions that involve histori;g,s;fgifttzy, Jim Crow and war, we
all musr have the humility ro admir thar our answers are inherently inadequate. These are challenges
so fundamental to the history of our country, commonwealth, and city rhar reducing them ro the
question of whether or not a monument should ren’ﬁfg}ics. by deﬁg}n?:!\, :m oversimplification,

But context is important in both historical, and present day, perspectives. While we had hoped to
use rthis process to educare Virginians about the history behind these monuments, the events of the
last week may have fundamentally changed our ability to do so by revealing their power to serve asa
rallying point for division and intolerance and vielence.
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