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J. Aaron Jensen (12733) 
AARON JENSEN LAW OFFICE 
PO Box 6714 
Logan, Utah 84341 
Telephone:  (435) 890-0808 
aaron@aaronjensenlaw.com 
Attorney for Plaintiff  
 

 
IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

IN AND FOR CACHE COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH 
 
 
KONNOR FINN, 
 
Plaintiff, 
 
vs. 
 
CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT and BOARD OF 
EDUCATION OF CACHE COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, and 
UTAH HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
ASSOCIATION, 
 
 
Defendants. 
 

 
COMPLAINT 
 

Case No.:____________________  
 
Judge: ______________  

Tier 3 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
 

 
Plaintiff, Konnor Finn, through undersigned counsel, complains, alleges, and asserts 

against the Defendants as follows:  

 
PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE 
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1. Plaintiff Konnor Finn (“Konnor” or “Mr. Finn”) is an individual currently residing 

in Salt Lake County, State of Utah.  

2. Defendant Cache County School District and Board of Education of Cache County School 

District (the “District”) is a public corporation and legal subdivision of the State of Utah.1 

3. Defendant Utah High School Activities Association (“UHSAA”) is a non-public entity and 

association of public and private schools within the State of Utah and has responsibility for 

governing high school athletics in Utah.       

  4. Pursuant to Utah Code § 63G-7-401 (and §§63 G-7-101-904 and 68-3-8.5), Mr. 

Finn filed a Notice of Claim with the agents authorized to receive service for the  above 

named defendants  on October  10 and 11, 2018. The Notice of Claim complied with the 

requirements of the Utah Governmental Immunity Act. 

5. Pursuant to Utah Code § 63G-7-403, Defendants had 60 days-through and until 

December 10, 2018, to inform Mr. Finn whether his claims were approved or denied. No 

Defendant responded to the Notice, which the law deems denial of the claims under Utah 

Code § 63G-7- 403(l )(b).   

6. Jurisdiction is proper pursuant to Utah Code §§ 78A-5-102(1) and 63G-7-501, 

respectively. 

7. The negligent acts and omissions of Defendants occurred in Cache County, Utah.  Venue 

is proper pursuant to Utah Code § 63G-7-502(3).  

                                                           
1  CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT and BOARD OF EDUCATION OF CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT are 
named as the same defendant in this matter.  To the extent that they should be treated as separate entities, whether under Utah Code 
§ 53G-4-304, or any other applicable law, the references herein to CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT and BOARD OF 
EDUCATION OF CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, Defendant, the District, or the Board shall mean CACHE COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT and THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT as if they are separate 
legal entities.  All allegations herein are against CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT and BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
CACHE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, whether they claim to be or should be treated as the same or as separate entities.  
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8. Plaintiff is claiming damages exceeding $300,000.00 and is entitled to Tier 3 standard 

discovery pursuant to Rule 26(c)(3) of the Utah Rules of Civil Procedure. 

 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

9. At the time in question, Konnor Finn was living in Millville, Utah. 

10. Konnor was a Senior at Ridgeline High School, active in sports and an A student.   

11. On October 11, 2017, Konnor Finn was participating in football practice at Ridgeline High 

School.  Konnor sustained a helmet-to-helmet hit by another teammate during the practice (the 

“Hit”).   

12. Following the Hit, Konnor reported to his position coach, defensive line coach Stuart 

“Senior” Howell that his head hurt and that he thought he had a concussion and that he had 

concussion symptoms from the Hit.  Coach Stuart Howell told Konnor to “man up” to “quit being 

a pussy” and “get back out there” and keep playing.   

13. Konnor continued to play and participate in that practice and additional ongoing practices 

and games for the next two weeks.  He sustained additional jarring blows to the body and head 

during the course of that football activity.  He felt that he could not go against his coach’s 

instructions to man up, stop being a pussy, and keep playing.  Konnor continued to experience 

head pain and other concussion symptoms.   

14. On or about October 23, 2017, another coach, “Coach W”, spoke with Konnor in the 

weight room and asked Konnor if he was okay because Konnor did not look well.  Konnor told 

Coach W about the Hit on October 11 and his conversation that day about the Hit and his 

concussion symptoms with Coach Stuart Howell.   

15. Coach W said that Coach Stuart Howell was wrong to make Konnor continue to play.  
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Coach W then told the athletic trainer, Nathan Young, about Konnor’s situation.  The trainer, Mr. 

Young, found Konnor and evaluated him for concussion.   

 

16. Coach W later told Konnor he was sorry if he put Konnor in a bad situation with other 

coaches by telling Mr. Young about Konnor’s symptoms following the Hit and being made to 

continue to play.   

17. Coach W told Konnor he cared about his safety and health and that he needed to be 

evaluated for concussion.   

18. Nathan Young, an athletic trainer and physical therapist, told Konnor on or about October 

23, 2017, he likely had a concussion and could not practice or play anymore and that he needed 

further medical evaluation.    

19. Konnor received further medical evaluation at Budge Clinic and was diagnosed with 

traumatic brain injury or concussion and post-concussive syndrome on or about October 25, 2017.   

20. He experienced ongoing and worsening symptoms of concussion from October 11, 2017, 

going forward, including, without limitation, second impact syndrome and additional traumatic 

brain injury before his brain healed from the concussive effects of the Hit.  Konnor received 

further diagnoses and treatment including MRI evaluation on or about October 30, 2017.   

21. He was admitted to Primary Children’s Medical Center on or about October 31, 2017, for 

treatment of concussion symptoms and post-concussive syndrome.   

22. Konnor has experienced pain, confusion, blackouts, other concussion symptoms and need 

for significant medical treatment and pain management since the concussion occurred on or about 

October 11, 2017.   

23. As a result of the Hit and especially from further impacts following the Hit, Konnor has 
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experienced pain and/or seizures so severe as to render him unconscious and necessitate several 

emergency calls resulting in ambulance transport to hospitals and hospital stays.   

24. Konnor has undergone diagnoses and treatment from the University of Utah Concussion 

Clinic, Dr. Henry at Foothill Clinic, Cognitive Fx, and various additional treatment including, 

inter alia, physical therapy, occupational therapy and cognitive therapy.   

25. As a result of the concussion from the Hit and additional blows sustained after Coach 

Stuart Howell instructed him to keep playing, and other coaches expected him to keep playing, 

Konnor had to miss several months of school.   

26. Konnor was finally medically cleared to participate in school baseball in 2018.  Konnor 

participated in baseball on a limited basis in the spring of 2018. 

27. Konnor has continued to experience some symptoms of the injury to his brain to present, 

including, without limitation, periods of blackout and memory loss, personality changes, 

depression and hospitalization for an event related to the Hit and related post-concussive 

syndrome in September 2018.  

28. Konnor and his family have incurred significant medical bills from emergency services, 

hospital stays, concussion therapy and the need for continued medical care, as a result of the 

injuries he sustained that went untreated and worsened before his symptoms were taken seriously 

by the coaching and athletic staff at Ridgeline.  Konnor’s medical bills continue to accumulate and 

an exact amount to date has not been determined.   

29. Konnor will require continued medical care, pain management, and will suffer loss of a 

normal life due to the concussion injuries he sustained that were worsened by his coach sending 

him back in to play for the two weeks following the concussion he sustained from the Hit. 
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30. For several years prior to October 2017, football coaches at every level, from little league, 

to high school to college to the NFL have been informed, taught, trained and instructed to stop 

players’ participation immediately upon complaints or indications of any concussion symptoms 

until the player is medically evaluated and medically cleared by competent medical personnel to 

return to play.  Such training, including training conducted and attended by high school football 

coaches in Cache County, Utah, since at least 2013, have often included the ESPN E:60 “Second 

Time Around: The Dangers of Concussions”—focusing on the dangers of continuing to play 

football with concussion symptoms and documenting Preston Plevretes’ football injuries from a 

second impact syndrome brain injury that occurred in 2005.    

31. The UHSAA Sports Concussion Management Policy (Updated and Revised 8/17/2011) 

Section 4. “Concussion Education for Coaches” states: 

4.1 It is required that each year coaches, staff and athletic trainers shall review the UHSAA 
Concussion management policy, and a copy of the CDC’s “Heads Up: Concussion in High School 
Sports—A Guide for Coaches” http://www/cdc/gov/concussion 
 
4.2  All coaches, coaching staff, athletic trainers and administrative personnel shall complete a 
course dealing with concussion, its signs, symptoms and management.  This course shall be 
completed prior to working with student-athletes.  The CDC, in partnership with the National 
Federation of State High School Associations, has developed a free web based course, 
“Concussion in Sports: What you need to know”, to be used for this purpose. 
 
4.2.1 As determined by the UHSAA, repetition of the course may be required in subsequent years. 
 
4.2.2. The “Concussion in Sports: What You Need to Know” on-line course is available free of 
charge after registering at http://www.nfhslearn.com 
 

32. Section 6. of the UHSAA Sports Concussion Management Policy (Updated and Revised 

8/17/2011) “Concussion Action Plan” states: 

6.1 When a student-athlete shows any signs, symptoms or behaviors consistent with a concussion, 
the athlete shall be removed immediately from practice or competition and evaluated by a 
qualified health care professional with specific training in the evaluation and management of 
concussion.  The decision regarding removal from practice or competition may be made by school 

http://www/cdc/gov/concussion
http://www.nfhslearn.com/
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designated medical personnel or a designated school representative. 
 
6.1.1. School personnel, including coaches are encouraged to utilize a pocket guide on the field to 
assist them in recognizing a possible concussion.  An example pocket guide is available as part of 
the CDC toolkit “Heads Up: Concussion in High School Sports” available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/concussion  
 
6.2. Where possible, the athlete shall be evaluated on the sideline by a licensed athletic trainer or 
other appropriate health care professional.  Ideally, the sideline evaluation will be completed using 
the Sports Concussion Assessment Tool ver. 2 (SCAT 2).     
 
6.2.1. The SCAT 2 is comprised of a symptom checklist, standard and sport specific orientation 
questions, the Standardized Assessment of Concussion (SAC), and an abbreviated form of the 
Balance Error Scoring Scale (BESS)   
  
6.3. A student‐athlete diagnosed with a concussion shall be withheld from the competition or 
practice and shall not return to activity for the remainder of that day. The student‐athlete’s 
parent/guardian(s) shall be notified of the situation 
 
33. Utah Code Title 26 Chapter 53, the Protection of Athletes with Head Injuries Act, Part 3, 

Medical Clearance states: 

(1) An amateur sports organization, and each agent of the amateur sports organizations, shall: 
(a) immediately remove a child from participating in a sporting event of the 

amateur sports organization if the child is suspected of sustain a concussion or 
a traumatic head injury; and 

(b) prohibit the child described in Subsection (1)(a) from participating in a 
sporting event of the amateur sports organization until the child: 

(i) is evaluated by a qualified health care provider who is trained in the evaluation and 
management of a concussion; and  
(ii) provides the amateur sports organization with a written statement from the qualified health 
care provider described in Subsection (1)(b)(i) stating that: 
(A) the qualified health care provider has, within three years before the day on which the 
statement is made, successfully completed a continuing education course in the evaluation and 
management of a concussion; and 
(B) the child is cleared to resume participation in the sporting event of the amateur sports 
organization. 
 
34. Defendant District, through its agents, had a duty to remove Konnor from practice 

immediately upon Konnor’s presentation of signs and symptoms of a concussion and assure he 

received the appropriate evaluation and that he not return to practice or play until cleared by a 

qualified health care provider. 

http://www.cdc.gov/concussion
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35. Defendant District, should have provided concussion management training and its agents, 

based on this training, knew or should have known the protocol to follow when an athlete 

presents with signs and symptoms of a concussion, including, without limitation, helmet to 

helmet hits, headaches and the athlete’s own suggestion of possible signs and symptoms of a 

concussion. 

36. Defendant District had a duty to properly train and supervise its agents and staff at 

Ridgeline (whether employed, contracted or volunteer) in the proper identification and treatment 

of concussion or suspected concussion. 

37. Defendant District, had a duty to ensure that all its agents and coaching staff received 

concussion management training and followed required protocol, particularly, including the 

removal from participation of a participant who experiences and/or reports concussion symptoms 

as Konnor did, rather than ordering Konnor to go back into practice and continue playing. 

38. Defendant District, had a duty to ensure that all its agents and coaching staff received 

concussion management training and followed required protocol, particularly, notifying the 

parents or guardians of a participant who experiences and/or reports concussion symptoms as 

Konnor did, rather than ordering Konnor to go back into practice and continue playing and 

failing to notify Konnor’s parents of his injury and symptoms; especially when they knew or 

should have known that coaches, including Stuart “Senior” Howell would instruct players to 

continue playing with complaints of head pain and concussion concerns.  

39. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent and reckless acts, wanton and willful 

conduct and omissions of Defendant, through its agents, Mr. Finn suffered reasonably 

foreseeable severe personal injuries and other general damages, as well as special damages 

for costs of medical treatment, past and future damages for lost wages, and other past and 
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future special and general pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages, as well as other damages 

known and unknown at this time.  Mr. Finn has been damaged by the acts and omissions of 

Defendants in amounts to be proven at trial. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF I.  
NEGLIGENCE--DISTRICT 

 
40. Mr. Finn incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 39 as if 

fully set forth herein. 

41. Defendant District is responsible for ensuring that their agents and employees follow the 

laws of the State of Utah and UHSAA rules and guidelines including laws, rules and guidelines 

enacted to ensure the safety of student athletes. 

42. Defendant District owed Mr. Finn and other student athletes a duty of reasonable care 

while he was in their care as a student and as a football player.  

43. Defendant District owed Mr. Finn and other student athletes a duty to follow the laws, 

rules and guidelines and provide and require appropriate training and implementation of 

concussion management in their high school sports programs. 

44. Defendant District breached its duty by failing to hire responsible coaches, failing to 

train coaching staff in the concussion management policy and failing to monitor coaching staff 

to ensure this policy was being carried out. 

45. Defendant District, by and through its agents, including, without limitation, Coach Stuart 

“Senior” Howell and Coach Christopher Howell, breached its duty by failing to follow the 

concussion management policy and ordering Mr. Finn to continue playing football after Mr. 

Finn exhibited concussion symptoms and expressed his concerns that he had suffered a 

concussion. 
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46. Defendant District, by and through its agents, including, without limitation, Coach 

Stuart “Senior” Howell and Coach Christopher Howell, further breached its duty by failing 

to provide proper evaluation of or medical care for Mr. Finn’s concussion symptoms on 

October 11, 2017, and during the following weeks.   

47. Defendant District, by and through its agents, including, without limitation, Coach 

Stuart “Senior” Howell and Coach Christopher Howell, breached their duty by failing to 

follow the concussion management policy and removing Mr. Finn from practice or game 

play until he had been evaluated and ultimately cleared to play by qualified health care 

providers, and by expecting him to continue to practice and play in the weeks following the 

Hit.   

48. Defendants’ breaches of t h e i r  duties were the legal and direct and proximate 

cause of Mr. Finn’s injuries, suffering and damages and general and special damages he 

incurred and continues to suffer and incur as described herein and resulting in second 

impact syndrome, pain and suffering, physical inconvenience and discomfort, loss of time, 

mental anguish, expenses incurred due to the medical treatment, loss of enjoyment of life.  

His losses are permanent and continuing and he will suffer losses in the future. 

49. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, Mr. Finn has suffered damages in an amount to 

be proven at trial. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF II. 
NEGLIGENT HIRING, RETENTION AND SUPERVISION—DISRICT 

 
50. Mr. Finn incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 49 as if fully 

set forth herein. 

51. Defendant District is responsible for hiring, retaining and supervising its agents involved 
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in football at Ridgeline and such agents were under the supervision, control and authority of 

Defendant District.  

 52. Defendant District had a duty of reasonable care to hire, retain, and supervise its agents 

involved in football at Ridgeline such that their agents and employees would follow the laws of 

the State of Utah and UHSAA rules and guidelines including laws, rules and guidelines enacted 

to ensure the safety of student athletes, including, without limitation adherence to the concussion 

protocols outlined herein.  

53. At all times material, Defendant District either directly or through its agents, negligently 

hired, retained and/or supervised the coaches and/or other personnel involved in football at 

Ridgeline when Defendant District knew or should have known that a failure to appropriately 

listen to student athletes, evaluate, assess and intervene in the event of a traumatic brain injury 

could result in injury or even death. 

54. Despite this knowledge, the Defendant District failed to exercise reasonable care in 

hiring, retaining, and/or supervising the coaches and/or other personnel involved in football at 

Ridgeline and involved in communicating with and evaluating Konnor on the day of the Hit and 

after the Hit until he was properly evaluated and diagnosed with a concussion.   

55. Defendants’ breaches of their duties were the legal and direct and proximate cause of Mr. 

Finn’s injuries, suffering and damages and general and special damages he incurred and 

continues to suffer and incur as described herein and resulting second impact syndrome, pain 

and suffering, physical inconvenience and discomfort, loss of time, mental anguish, expenses 

incurred due to the medical treatment, loss of enjoyment of life.  His losses are permanent and 

continuing and he will suffer losses in the future. 

56. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, Mr. Finn has suffered damages in an amount to be 
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proven at trial. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF III. 
NEGLIGENT TRAINING—DISRICT and UHSAA 

 
57. Mr. Finn incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through 56 as if fully 

set forth herein. 

58. Defendant District and Defendant UHSAA are responsible for training the Districts’ 

and/or UHSAA’s agents involved in football at Ridgeline and such agents were under the 

supervision, control and authority of Defendant District and/or Defendant UHSAA regarding 

such training.  

 59. Defendant District and Defendant UHSAA had a duty of reasonable care for training the 

Districts’ and/or UHSAA’s agents involved in football at Ridgeline such that their agents and 

employees would receive proper and adequate training to follow the laws of the State of Utah 

and UHSAA rules and guidelines including laws, rules and guidelines enacted to ensure the 

safety of student athletes, including, without limitation adherence to the concussion protocols 

outlined herein and/or to adequately observe and listen to student athletes participating in 

football to determine if they should be referred to a trainer and/or proper health care providers 

for concussion evaluation and treatment.  

60. At all times material, Defendant District and Defendant UHSAA either directly or 

through their agents, negligently trained or failed to adequately train the coaches and/or other 

personnel involved in football at Ridgeline when Defendant District and Defendant UHSAA 

knew or should have known that a failure to appropriately train such agents and coaches to 

observe and listen to student athletes, evaluate, assess and intervene in the event of a traumatic 

brain injury could result in injury or even death. 
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61. Despite this knowledge, Defendant District and Defendant UHSAA failed to train or 

failed to exercise reasonable care in training the coaches and/or other personnel involved in 

football at Ridgeline and involved in communicating with and evaluating Konnor on the day of 

the Hit and after the Hit until he was properly evaluated and diagnosed with a concussion.   

62. Defendants’ breaches of their duties were the legal and direct and proximate cause of Mr. 

Finn’s injuries, suffering and damages and general and special damages he incurred and 

continues to suffer and incur as described herein and resulting second impact syndrome, pain 

and suffering, physical inconvenience and discomfort, loss of time, mental anguish, expenses 

incurred due to the medical treatment, loss of enjoyment of life.  His losses are permanent and 

continuing and he will suffer losses in the future. 

63. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, Mr. Finn has suffered damages in an amount to be 

proven at trial. 

 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Wherefore, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants on his Claim for Relief as follows: 

1. For judgments in amounts to be proven at trial, sufficient to compensate Mr. Finn 

fully for all general and special, economic and non-economic damages he has suffered as a 

result of the October 11, 2017 Accident alleged herein; 

2. For interest, both pre-judgment and post judgment, to the extent permitted by law; 
 
3. For reasonable attorney fees and costs of court incurred in enforcing this action as may 

be permitted by law; and 

4. For such other and further relief as the Court deems proper. 
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JURY DEMAND 
 
Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable in this Complaint. 
 
 
 
DATED this 11th day of October 2019. 

 
 

J. AARON JENSEN LAW OFFICE 

/s/ J. Aaron Jensen 
J. Aaron Jensen 
Attorney for Plaintiff 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that on the ____ day of October 2019, a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing complaint was mailed, first class, postage pre-paid and/or via subsequent personal 

service, to: 

State of Utah 
Rebecca Lee, Administrative Assistant 
Utah State Capitol Complex 
350 North State Street, Suite 230 
Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah 84114 
 
Attorney General 
350 North State Street Suite 230 
P.O. Box 142320 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2320 
 
Cache County School District 
Kirk G. McRae, Human Resources Director 
84 East 2400 North 
North Logan, UT 84341 
 
Cache County School District Board of Education 
Kathy Christiansen, Board President 
234 North 810 East 
Smithfield, UT 84335 
 
UHSAA 
Rob Cuff, Executive Director 
199 E. 7200 S. 
Midvale, UT 84047 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
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