



















































































California AB member, YANDELL quickly rose to prominence among California AB
members.”> By 2016, when law enforcement agents executed court-authorized wiretaps on phones
used by QUESENBERRY and YANDELL, YANDELL was admitting to other AB members
that he was a member of its three-man commiséion. The wiretaps further revealed that
YANDELL counseled, mentored, cajoled, berated, and plotted to kill other members of the
Aryan Brotherhood and their associates inside and outside of prison.’

4. To understand how YANDELL and the Aryan Brotherhood became an
active and successful criminal enterprise by the fall of 2016, it is important to understand
political and legal events that occurred in California between about 2012 and 2015.

D. The 2015 Ashker settlement changed California’s policies on housing
dangerous prison gang members.

L On December 9, 2009, long-time Aryan Brotherhood members Todd
Ashker and Danny TROXELL and other validated prison gang members filed a pro se class
action lawsuit in the Northern District of California. The suit was captioned Todd Ashker, et al.,
v. Governor of California, et al., Case No. 4:09-cv—05796—CW. It alleged that CDCR’s

policies and practices relating to gang validation and using segregated housing at Pelican Bay

2 The enterprise only recognizes reciprocity for AB membership from members of the Aryan Brotherhood in
the federal prison system. Thus, when YANDELL entered the California prison system, his status as a federal AB
member gave him membership in the enterprise. The inverse is also true. If an enterprise member enters the federal
prison system, he will be recognized as a member of the federal Aryan Brotherhood prison gang. In contrast, an
inmate claiming to be an AB member from any other state will not be recognized as holding status or membership

within the enterprise.

3 This summary of the Aryan Brotherhood and YANDELL’s role in the enterprise is based on my
consultations with CDCR gang experts, who have assisted me extensively in the investigation. It is also based on
my personal review of hundreds of intercepted text messages and phone calls involving the defendants. Indeed, for
about 91 days during this investigation, law enforcement officers conducted court-authorized wiretaps of many
different telephones used by the Target Subjects. The wiretaps resulted in the seizure of more than 1,856 pertinent

conversations.
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B During an intercepted call at 1:03 p.m. on July 24, HALL detailed
hi's relationship with YANDELL. Specifically, HALL told QUESENBERRY that he and
YANDELL had been incarcerated together in the Pelican Bay SHU. HALL described how they
had participated in a hunger strike at Pelican Bay. HALL said he was not a “driver” but a “shot
caller.” HALL admitted that he had put in “work” for the “brothers” and would do whatever
YANDELL asked of him, including murder. HALL told QUESENBERRY that he was, at that
moment “strapped,” meaning that he possessed a firearm. HALL said that he was a true racist
and a true “gangster.” HALL said he was willing to commit acts of violence from which others
shied away.

d. When HALL admitted that he had “put in work” for the “brothers,”
I believe that HALL meant he had committed violent acts (“work”) while in prison to increase
his reputation and position with the Aryan Brotherhood (“the brothers”).

13.  Atabout 8:00 p.m. on July 24, surveillance agents saw HALL meet with
QUESENBERRY at an AM/PM gas station on Northgate Avenue in Sacramento. HALL was
driving a rental vehicle. During the meeting, agents saw QUESENBERRY lead HALL to her
nearby stash pad at 1084 Millet Way. Agents saw HALL remove a bég from thé vehicle and
accompany QUESENBERRY inside the house.

14. At about 8:46 p.m., while QUESENBERRY was with HALL at her stash
house, I made a recorded and intercepted call to QUESENBERRY. During the call,
QUESENBERRY told me that the heroin had arrived and that we could meet shortly at the

AM/PM.

15, A short time later, I went to the AM/PM to conduct the undercover
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because it didn’t look clean enough. PETTY mentioned that the oatmeal was easier. Before the
call dropped, PETTY said that the oatmeal, honey bun boxes, and brownies were “golden.” He
said that he never saw them, meaning law enforcement, open that box: It was sealed, superglued,
and looked better than when it came from the factory.

5 On August 30, at 7:48 p.m., YANDELL and PETTY resumed their
conversation in another intercepted call. PETTY confirmed he was close to being able to send

the package from his employer’s warehouse into Folsom prison.

a. - During the call, YANDELL said that Matt HALL would bring
PETTY eight additional cell phones at a later date. That way, PETTY would be able to send the
phones in a later contraband shipment.
| b. Based on later discussions, I believe that Matt HALL was able to
meet with PETTY and supply additional phones to him.

0. On September 2, 2016, at about 1:51 p.m., PETTY made an intercepted
call to YANDELL. During the call, PETTY conﬁrﬁed that the packages had shipped out.
PETTY said one should arrive at Folsom prison shortly because the company guaranteed
overnight Vdelivery. I believed PETTY s reference to “packages” meant that, as planned, he had

sent another contraband parcel to High Desert prison.

a. YANDELL expressed great concern because Wall, the inmate to
whom the package was addressed, had been locked up. | YANDELL and PETTY discussed the
consequences of this development and the possibility that the package might be returned to the

sender. YANDELL described various steps he would take to get possession of the package.
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3. On October 6, 2016, at about 9:43 p.m., YANDELL made an intercepted
call to PETTY. During the call, YANDELL asked whether PETTY had called CORBETT about
the package that PETTY had sent to High Desert Prison. YANDELL asked PETTY to find out

about the package because not knowing was making YANDELL nervous.

a. PETTY said he was going to track the package with the tracking
number. YANDELL said he wanted to know what happened because nobody knew. PETTY
said that he heard that the package was there, meaning at High Desert.

b. YANDELL and PETTY then speculated about what might be
delaying delivery to the designated inmate at High Desert prison.

. C. PETTY reiterated that he would track the package and see whether
it would tell him whether the inmate received it.

4, On October 6, 2016, at about 10:01 p.m., PETTY made an intercepted call
to YANDELL. During the call, PETTY confirmed that he had spoken to CORBETT. PETTY
explained that CORBETT planned to call the mother of the inmate to whom the package had
been addressed. In this way, CORBETT would try to get information about the package. Then,
PETTY could try to locate the package within his employer’s system. YANDELL told PETTY

to track the package sent to High Desert and get back to him.

3, On October 10, 2016, at about 7:05 p.m., PETTY made an intercepted call
to YANDELL. During the intercepted call, PETTY asked if YANDELL had heard anything
about the High Desert package. YANDELL said he had not heard anything but said that some

white inmates at High Desert had been busted with cell phones.
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charged for a kilogram of heroin through BURHOP’s supplier. SYLVESTER said he wasn’t
sure. TORRES represented that his supplier was claiming he had high-quality heroin available,
but TORRES remained svkeptical about whether it really was as high-quality as the supplier
claimed. TORRES told SYLVESTER that if his supplier could provide high-quality heroin, then
TORRES would try to lower the price on a kilogram to lower than what BURHOP was being

charged and then TORRES would get a kilogram of heroin at the lower price every two to three

weeks.

b. Toward the end of intercepted call between SYLVESTER and
TORRES on October 11, TORRES confirmed that he needed to get three ounces of heroin

supplied by BURHOP.

X. September 23, 2016 — Matt HALL burglarized an Orange County house, and
stole a pistol, heroin, and a safe.

1. On September 23, 2016, YANDELL made an intercepted call to HALL.
During this lengthy call, the men discussed multiple criminal activities, including a burglary that
HALL had committed that day.'? Information revealed in the call was also used in a search

warrant executed at HALL’s residence on September 30, 2016.

2. During the September 23 call, HALL told YANDELL that a woman had

solicited him about burglarizing a local drug dealer. The woman believed this dealer had a safe

17 This call, and many of HALL’s intercepted calls and texts with YANDELL before September 30, 2016,
were made with HALL using a phone assigned (213) 915-1044. During a search of HALL’s residence on
September 30, 2016, Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department deputies found a Samsung Galaxy phone in the bathroom of
HALL’s apartment. Later forensic analysis showed that the phone had a number of (213) 915-1044. The phone also
had user names of “MFL” and “Matt Hall,” along with a number of selfie-style photographs depicting HALL’s face

in them.

101





















discussed how “Rascal” (Grizzle) had just been arraigned in San Diego for assault with a
firearm, murder, attempted murder, and robbery. YANDELL asked what Grizzle had robbed,
and DANIEL said “some dude’s dope.” YANDELL lamented that Grizzle had had access to
“kilos of pure heroin, kilos of pure meth” but had become a drug addict. YANDELL said that,
earlier, “Rascal drove up there with all their dope and phones, and he was so strung out that he
missed both days and overslept.” YANDELL said that Grizzle had taken an extra ounce of
heroin as payment. YANDELL said that, if Grizzle would have “smoked Thumper, he would
have cleaned all this shit up.” DANIEL said that he had kept telling Grizzle he had to do it and
: could fix everything. Howevér, Grizzle hadn’t done so. YANDELL said Grizzle “had the world
at his fingertips.” DANIEL remarked that Grizzle had a “taste of freedom, and he went crazy.”
3. On August 28, 2016, YANDELL and BRADY discussed efforts to kill
Trippe. During an intercepted call made at about 8:56 p.m., YANDELL and BRADY discussed
various AB membérs and associates. BRADY mentioned that he had heard that Thumper was an
FBI informant. YANDELL said that Grizzle had tried to kill Thumper several times because of
Thumper’s status as an informant. YANDELL explained that Grizzle had agreed to kill
Thumper because Grizzle had to make amends for becoming a heroin addict when he got out of
prison. YANDELL said he told Grizzle it was acceptable to kill Thumper’s wife if she was with
him but not to kill Thumper’s kids. YANDELL further explained that Grizzle got arrested on a
separate murder soon thereafter and never had the opportulﬁty to kill Thumper. YANDELL and

BRADY also discussed MAZZA and their belief that he should not have been made an AB
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According to HALL, MAZZA had agreed to do one killing, and “Rick” (believed to be AB
member Rick Rainey) had agreed to do another unspecified killing. HALL said that he told all
the brothers that they had to be active bgcause “there’s no retirement program here, ... no 401K.”
They had to do “licks” and “be active” and “get down.” A “lick,” in my experience is slang for a
robbery and HALL previously used the term to describe the July 2016 robbery/homicide in
Anaheim. HALL told YANDELL that they were all ready to participate.

8. On October 1, 2016, at about 8:10 p.m., YANDELL and HALL again
discussed MAZZA’s assignment to kill Trippe. This call occurred shortly after Los Angeles
County officers had searched HALL’S residence and found him with MAZZA. During one
portion of the call, HALL said that MAZZA had been tasked with killing someone. HALL said
that he felt bad about getting MAZZA in trouble when MAZZA was out on bail. But, HALL
said, “he néeds to go kill that dude, right?” Later, HALL said again that MAZZA was out on
bail but needed “to go handle that shit.”

9. YANDELL and DANIEL discussed the plot to kill Trippe during a call
intercepted on October 9, 2016, at about 6:17 p.m.

a. During this call, YANDELL said that he had spoken on the phone
with “Ras‘cal” (Grizzle) when Rascal was hunting “Thumper” (Trippe). YANDELL expressed
concern about compromising comments he had made in these previous conversations. For
example, YANDELL had told Grizzle not to murder Trippe in front of Trippe’s kids. However,
YANDELL told Grizzle that, if it was just Trippe and Trippe’s wife or girlfriend, then she could
go with him too, meaning Grizzle could kill her as well. In his conversation with DANIEL,

YANDELL speculated that “they” (law enforcement) probably heard that call because Grizzle’s
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Brotherhood’s codes and to further CORBETT’s desire to gain admission to, and increase his
position with, the A1'yah Brotherhood.

2. According to CW-2, Maynard had become an Aryan Brotherhood target
because he owed money at another prison and had a drug problem.?

a. Maynard had previously incurred drug debts at one prison and
been counseled not to drink or do drugs. Transferred to a second prison, Maynard got in trouble
because he again owed money on the yard. Then transferred to High Desert prison, Maynard
racked up another debt. At that point, the Aryan Brotherhood determined that Maynard needed
to be eliminated.

b. According to CW-2, CORBETT issued the order to kill Maynard.
Stockton was eager to execute the murder because he was anxious to earn membership in the

Aryan Brotherhood.

20 CW-2 is an incarcerated former member of the Sacramaniacs, a street gang that functions as a prison gang
when its members are incarcerated. Sacramaniacs are subordinate to the Aryan Brotherhood within California
prisons. CW-2 has extensive criminal history that includes felony crimes of violence and drug trafficking
convictions. As a result, CW-2 was incarcerated in California prisons off and on between 1996 to the present. In
2009, CW-2 became a member of the Sacramaniacs. As a Sacramaniac, CW-2 committed multiple acts of violence
on behalf of, and at the direction of, Aryan Brotherhood members and associates in multiple California prisons.
Between 2014 and 2017, CW-2 held positions of authority over other white inmates based upon instructions and
assignments given to CW-2 by Aryan Brotherhood members in two different California prisons. Specifically,
between 2014 and 2015, Aryan Brotherhood member Travis BURHOP gave CW-2 authority to conduct drug
trafficking, collect drug debts, and manufacture weapons while they were incarcerated at Calipatria prison.
Similarly, between 2015 and 2017, Aryan Brotherhood member Jake CORBETT and, later, AB member Pat
BRADY assigned CW-2 to police other white inmates while they were incarcerated at High Desert prison. CW-2
also manufactured weapons, sold drugs, and collected debts for the enterprise. In addition, CW-2 was involved in a
scheme to defraud the TRS of money while incarcerated at High Desert. CW-2 was provided no promises or
assurances by CDCR or the U.S. Attorney’s Office, except that CDCR agreed to transfer CW-2 to a prison that was
more convenient for family visits. CW-2 dropped out of gang life and ceased functioning as a Sacramaniac in
approximately August 2017 because he wanted to be out of prison. Once he left the prison yard, CW-2 described
receiving additional motivation to cooperate against the Aryan Brotherhood because members of the enterprise
disrespected him and his family. He developed a hatred for how they treated him because he felt disrespected.
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8. On the evening of October 20, 2016, Perez’s GPS phone locator data
showed that he left his house late at night. Shortly after midnight (now bleeding into the
morning of October 21) Perez arrived at 7960 Ferndale Drive, in Fontana, California — this
address was a suspected stash pad controlled by BURHOP and frequently accessed by Perez.
Perez’s phone remained at 7960 Ferndale Drive for about two and a half hours in the early
morning hours of OctoBer 21. Shortly before 3:00 a.m., Perez left 7960 Ferndale heading east on
the freeway for several hours. He eventually crossed into Nevada.

DD. October 21, 2016 — Las Vegas police seized five pounds of methamphetamine
from Nickolas Perez, one of Aryan Brotherhood’s drug couriers.

1. On October 21, 2016, at about 12:10 p.m., Las Vegas Metro Police

Detective R. Schaffner stopped Nickolas Perez north of Las Vegas, where he was driving north
on Interstate 15. The stop resulted in police seizing about five pounds of methamphetamine from
Perez’s car. Perez later made extensive incriminating admissions, including that he was working
as a drug dealer for BURHOP.

a. At the time of the stop, Perez drove a rented silver Nissan Altima
with Missouri plates. During Perez’s interaction with Detective Schaffner, he appeared very
nervous and admitted that his driver’s license was suspended. He gave varying explanations of

he was traveling that day. He claimed the car belonged to his friend NOLAN, another BURHOP

drug courier.?!

21 Investigators later determined that the Nissan Altima driven by PEREZ on October 21, 2016, was
registered to NOLAN at 17 Norwood Trailer Court, Washington, Missouri 63090.
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4. CDCR officers moved closer and repeatedly commanded DANIEL and
Dunning to stop their assault. The commands did not stop them. Once Scott fell to the ground,
DANIEL issued stroﬁg blows to Scott’s upper torso. Meanwhile, Dunning stood over Scott and
used his foot to stomp on Scott’s head numerous times. DANIEL and Dunning only stopped
their attack when officers deployed grenades toward them.

5. After DANIEL and Dunning stopped their attack, Scott stood up.
Responding officers could see that his face was bleeding profusely and that his white t-shirt was
soaked in blood. Scott took about five steps away from DANIEL and Dunning and then fell
back on the ground. As officers took control of the scene, Scott sat up, disoriented. He.spit up
blood and uttered, “I can’t breathe.” Scott died soon afterward.

6. Officers found a prison-made weapon near DANIEL and Dunmng The
weapon was more than eight inches long and about one-inch wide. -

7. As officers moved in to restrain DANIEL, he said, “Yeah I did it. It was
me. Idid it, and that’s all I have to say about tﬁat.” DANIEL then yelled an announcement to
the other inmates laying prone on the B yard: “In 72 hours, all you woods are gonna have 14
days to get off this weak-ass PC yard.” |

a. I believe that DANIEL was telling the other white inmates that,
after three days passed (“72 hours”), they would have “14 days” to assault another disfavored
inmate. Doing so would prompt their transfer from the Salinas Valley B facility, which
DANIEL compared to a yard that housed gang dropouts and sex offenders. Such prison yards

are called “PC” — protective custody — yards.
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