STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF HENNEF]

Case Type: Wrongful Death
A DISTRICT COURT

N FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Michael A. Zimmer as
next of kin of Prince R
deceased,

.

lowa Health System, d
Health, Walgreen Co.,
Schulenberg, M.D., an
Memorial Health Care

trustee for the
pgers Nelson,
COMPLAINT

Plaintiffs,

/b/a UnityPoint
Michdel T.
d North

Defendants.

Plaintiff Michae
Nelson, deceased, for ]
I

Prince Rogers: N

1 A. Zimmer as trustee for the next of kin of Prince Rogers

nis claims for relief alleges as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTIONAL FACTS

elson (hereinafter referred to as Prince) was born and raised in

Hennepin County, Minnesota, and died in Carver County, Minnesota on April 21,

2016. Pursuant to the

was subsequently app

: Minnesota Wrongful Death Act, plaintiff Michael A, Zimmer

cinted as trustee for Prince’s next of kin by Order of the District

Court of the First Judjcial District of Minnesota.

The next of kin

Sharon Neison,-

of Prince are his six sisters and brothers:

Norrine Nelson, Tyka Nelson, John Rodger Nelson, Alfred

Jackson and Omarr Baker, Of these six brothers and sisters, four reside in Hennepin

County, Minnesota, one in Washington County, Minnesota and one in Kansas City,

Missouri.




Defendant lowa Health System, d/b/a UnityPoint Health: (hereinafter UnityPoint
Health) is a health care| system which operates various hospitals and clinics under the
name UnityPoint Health. These include UnityPoint Trinity, a group of four hospitals in
the Quad Cities area of|lowa and Iilinois, one of which is Trinity Medical Center in
Rock Island, lllinois. Trinity Medical Center is a full service hospital which includes
an emergency department and a pharmacy. UnityPoint Health also does business in
- Hennepin County, Minhesota as HealthPartners UnityPoint Health (see Exhibit A
aftached). HealthPartrers is a health care provider and insurance company based in
Hennepin County, Minnesota.

Defendant Walgreen Co, is a corporation with its headquarters at 200 Wilmot
Road in Deerfield, Illinpis, which operates a multitude of Walgreens Pharmacies
thronghout the United|States, including in Hennepin County, Minnesota.

Defendant Michael T. Schulenberg, M.D. is' a medical doctor licensed to practice
in Minnesota, who at all times relevant hereto practiced in Hennepin County,
‘Minnesota as an emplgyee of defendant North Memorial Health.

Defendant North Memorial Health Care is a health care system based in
Hennepin County, Minnesota, which operates hospitals and clinics and employs
‘physicians, inclidirig 4t all times relevant hereto defendant Michael T. Schulenberg,
M.D.
i1 FACTS

For an unknown but considerable period of time before his death on April 21,
2016, Prince suffered from addiction to opioid pain medications. The cause of his
death on that date was an unintentional overdose of an opioid drug called fentanyl,

In the weeks immediately preceding his death, Prince received professional

health care services from all of defendants..

2.




On.April 8, 2016
Schulenberg, acting as
On April 14, 201
prescription medication

On:April 15, 201

, he received professional health care services from Dr.
an employee of North Memorial Health Care.

6, and possibly before that date, Prince received narcotic:
s from Walgreen Store #9511 in Bloomington, Minnesota.

6, Prince received professional health care services from

UnityPoint Health throngh the emergency department and pharmacy of Trinity.

Medical Center’in Rock
On April 20, 201
defendant Schulenberg]
Also, on April 20

Walgreens Store #1385

Island, Illiriois.

6, Prince again received professional health care services from
acting as an employee of North Memorial Health Care.

, 2016, Prince received prescription medications from

3 in Minnetonka, Minnesota.

118 CLAIMS

All of the defendants had an opportunity and duty during the weeks before

Prince’s death to diagn

hse and treat Prince’s opicid addiction, and to prevent his-

death. They failed to dp so0.

In providing pro

had a duty to provide
medical practice. He|
treat and counsel Pring
take approprié’.te and ri

‘addiction. These depa:

essional health care services to Prince, defendant Schulenberg
¢ quality of care consistent with the standard of acceptable
iled to do so. He failed to appropriately evaluate, diagnose;

e for his recognizable opioid addiction, and further failed to
easonable steps to prevent the foreseeably fatal result of that

tures from thé standard of acceptable medical practice had a

substantial partin bringing about Prince’s death.

Health care professionals who treated Prince in the hospital emergency

department and phary

Center in Rock Island,

lacy operated by defendant UnityPoint Health at Trinity Medical

Illinois had a duty to provide the quality of ¢are consistent with




and appropriately diagnose and treat Prince’s opioid overdose; they failéd to timely and
appropriately-invcstig ite the cause of his opioid overdose; they failed to provide timely
and appropriate counseling to Prince for his opioid overdose and addiction; and they
failed to take appropriate and reasonable steps to prevent the foreseeably fatal result
of that addiction. These departures from the standard of acceptable medical practice
had a substantial partin bringing about Prince’s death.

The pharmacists at Walgreens stores in Minnetonka and Bloomington,
Minnesota identified above, who provided prescription medications to Prince on April
14 and April 20,2016, and possibly earlier dates, had a duty to-meet the standard of
acceptable pharmacepitical care. They failed to do so. They committed one or mote
deviations from the standard of care, including but not limited to dispensing
prescription medicatipns not valid for a legitimate medical purpose;-and failing to
conduct appropriate drug utilization review. These failures to meet the standards of
acceptable pharmacentical practice had a substantial part in bringing about Prince’s
death.
IV DAMAGES

Because of their ncg_'li__g'encc in providing inadequate -professional health care
services to Prince, and thus playing a substantial part in causing his death,
defendants are liablejto Prince’s next of kin for damages pursuant to the Minnhesota
‘Wrongful Death Act. |These damages include loss of income, services, counsel,
guidance, aid, advice;-assistance, commpanionship and protection that which they

would have received from their brother had he lived.




WHEREFORE,. pla.intiff prays judgment against defendants, and each of them,
in an amount greater than Fifty Thousand and no/100 ($50,000) Dollars, together
with interest, costs and disbursements incurred.

I hereby acknowledge that sanctions may be awarded pursiiant to Minn. Stat. §

546.211.

SCHWEBEL GOETZ & SIEBEN, P.A.

Dated: f/iz/ /8 By K% ( Sl
T John C./Ghetz (35634 p}

ATTOR;KIEYS FOR THE PLAIN‘PI i

5120 IDS Center

80 South Eighth Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2246

Telephone: 612-377-7777

Fax: 612-333-6311

Email: jgoetz@schwebel.com

Dated: By
Georgé E. Loucas, R.Ph.J.D. (# B
25550 Chagrin Boulevard, Suite 320
‘Beachwood, OH 44122

Telephone: 216-834-0400

Fax: 216-834-0404

Erail: gloucas@loucaslaw.com

(Pro Hac Vice forthcomin




HealthPactners

Bringing you new options that fit your lifestyle and piggy bank.

We're stronger together
UnityPoint Heatth and HealthPartners hove joinad forces ro-affer a new health care and insurance option. HealthPartners UnityPoint Hez

jeader in health carewitha proven insurance leader. The resuit - hetter plans that simptify your life.

A little compstition canbe a good thing. And we think the market is ready for competition in the health care and insurance industry. We're

challenge with a businessthat promotes innovation and drives continuous improvernent.

Laarh move sbout our code of conduct (FDF
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Case Type: Wrongful Death
STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN FQURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

' Michael A. Zimmer as trustee for the
next of kin of Prince Rogers Nelson,

deceased,
AFFIDAVIT OF EXPERT REVIEW
Plaintiffs, PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. §
' 145.682
v,

lowa Health System, d/b/a UnityPoint

Health, Walgreen Co., Michael T. Court File Number:
Schulenberg, M.D., afid North The Honorable
Memorizal Health Care,
Defendants.
STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss:
‘COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

John C. Goetz, being duly swormn upon oath, states:

1. John C. Goetz, as counsel for Plaintiff in the above action, I have
reviewed the facts of this case with an expert whose qualifications provide a
reasonable expectation fthat the experts’ opinions could be admissible at trial and, in
the opinion of this expert the defendants deviated from the applicable standard of

‘care; and by that actiori caused the death of Prince Rogers Nelson.
FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I
have stated in this decument is true and correct,
pursuaztvto Minn. Stat. § 358.116

Dated: i _ _ Mé@— 4 AL 2
: . oetz




