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E-MAIL ASH KALRA

Assemblymember.Kalra@assembly.ca.gov ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT

January 23, 2018

Mr. Mark Zuckerberg
Chief Executive Officer
Facebook

1 Hacker Way

Menlo Park, CA 94025

RE: Foreign government intervention in freedom of speech and expression
Dear Mr. Mark Zuckerberg:

[ am writing this letter to express my concern over a recent development regarding a foreign
government’s use of resources to restrict the freedom of speech and expression under the guise
of combating cyber warfare. In December, the government of Vietnam revealed that it had a
cyber warfare unit of 10,000 staff dedicated to countering what it is said were “wrong” views on
the internet. This new unit is named Force 47 and is, on the surface, being touted as an effort to
respond to potential cyber attacks from China.

However, members of the Vietnamese American community have raised legitimate concerns that
this new unit has the grave potential of expanding the government’s efforts to silence dissent and
even imprison those who question or speak out in opposition to government policies. In recent
years, as the use of social media has grown in Vietnam there have been subsequent arrests of
bloggers and journalists who have used these outlets to criticize the government.

One of the more well-documented cases is that of Me Nam, or Mother Mushroom. Her blog was
popularized for questioning the government on issues of the environment, freedom of speech,
and police brutality. In June of this year, Me Ndm was sentenced to 10 years in prison for
“conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.” Hers is not an isolated case
but one of many cases that has gotten much international attention.

The concern is that “the Vietnamese government uses vague national security laws to silence
activists and throttle free speech,” as said by Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director at Human
Rights Watch. This effort to undermine free speech has already led to the shutting down of
Facebook pages or other social media venues for communicating with the Vietnamese people.
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Now that we know the Vietnamese government has over 10,000 people enlisted to monitor
accounts, it is imperative that these requests are closely analyzed. Local community members are
concerned that Facebook may, at best, be complicit, and at worst, be assisting the government’s
efforts to squash dissent under the guise of national security interests.

I urge Facebook to listen to social media activists who are using Facebook in a manner that
millions of us do around the world: to communicate our views on a free and open platform.

[ appreciate your consideration of my request. If you have any questions or concerns, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ll U

Ash Kalra

Cc: Ann Blackwood, Head of State and Local Public Policy, Western States at Facebook
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Ngay 23 thang 1 nam 2018

Ong, Mark Zuckerberg
Tong Giam Débc
Facebook

I Hacker Way

Menlo Park, CA 94025

V& vige: Chinh quyén nude ngoai can thiép vao quyén tu do ngdn ludn va tu do dién dat
Kinh gui Ong Mark Zuckerberg:

T6i viét thu nay bay o long quan tam dén su viée g,an day, vé mét chinh quyen nudc ngoai da
dung nhiing phuong tién qudc gia, dudi danh nghta dé chéng lai cac cudce tan cong trén
mang, nhung thuc chit [a nham han ché quyén tu do ngdn luan va tu do dién dat.

Hoi thang 12 vira qua, nha cim quyen Viét Nam da chinh thirc thong bao rang ho da xay dung
mot dao quan 10,000 ngudi, chi nham dé déi pho lai tinh trang ma chinh quyén nay cho

rang “sai trdi’ ' trong cdch bay t6 v kién trén hé théng mang di¢n tr. Lyc lugng méi thanh lap

nay, ¢ tén la Luc Lugng 47, va trén bé& mat thi chinh quyén Viét Nam cho 1a chi ding dé dbi

pho voi cac cude tan cong trén mang tr phid Trung Cong.

Tuy nhién, nhiéu thanh vién trong Cong Péng ngudi My goc Viét da bay to long quan ngal chinh
dang. vé luc lugng tan lap nay, 1a dé tan dung moi nd lyc nhim bit miéng céc tiéng nol déi lap va
ngay ca dung nha to dé giam gitr nhimg ai dam chi trich céc chinh sach cua chinh quyén. Nhiing
nam gan day, khi viéc su dung thong tin mang x& hdi tré nén thong dung tai Viét Nam, dé ¢
nhiéu cude bt gitr cdc nha viét blog va nhitng nha bdo, khi ho dung mang xd hdi dé phé binh
chinh quyén.

Truong hop dlen hinh [a M¢ Nam, mot trong nhitng blogger ndi tiéng. Me Ndm chi thac mic ddi
v6i chinh quyén vé nhiing 18 trang trong xa hoi nhu maéi truong bi 6 nhidm, quyén tu do ngdn
luan va su tan bao cua h¢ thong cong an tri. Thang 6 ndm ngodi, Me Nam d3 bi tuyén 4n 10 nim
10 vé 101 “ruyén truyén c/wng Nha racde Cong Hoa Xa Hpi Chu Nghta Viét Nam'”. Trudng hop
Me Nam chi 13 mot trong sb rat nhiéu trudong hop bi dan ap tuong tu, va dugc du ludn quoc té
chay.
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chu déng quan tdm la “Nha cam quyén Viét Nam da dp dung ludt I¢ tuy tién, mao danh an ninh
quoc gia dé ngan chdn va bit mieng cdc nha hoat dong cho Ddn chu”, qua bay to cta Phil
Robertson, Phé Giam dbc Chau A cua Té chic Quan Sat Nhén Quyen Céc nd luc nham dép tét
quyén ty do ngdn ludn nay, da dan dén viéc déng clra mot sb trang trén Facebook va nhiing trang
mang x& hoi khdc, chi ding dé trao ddi théng tin gitra nhitng nguoi Viét Nam, trong va ngoai
nuaec.

Chting ta biét 1a v&i mot dao quén 10 ngan ngudi, thude chinh quyén Viét Nam, ho c¢6 nhié¢m vy
la theo d&i chat ché cac thong tin trén Facebook dé bao céo lai chinh quyén. Vi vy, diéu nhing
nha hoat dong trong Cong dong lo ngai ld Facebook co thé vo tinh giup cho nha cam quyén Viét
Nam, hay t€ hon nita, tlep tay v&i nha cim quyen qua danh nghia bao vé quyén an ninh quéc
gia, dé dan ap nhiing tiéng noi bt ddng chinh kién trén Facebook.

Toi kéu goi Facebook nén ling nghe nguyén vong tir nhiing nha hoat dong xa hdi dang dung
Facebook, nhu tat ca hang triéu nguoi khéc trén thé gi6i, da bay to quan diém mot cach ty do va
cong khai trén mang x& hoi. Toi rat cAm on su quan tdm cua quy vi vé 14 thu nay. Néu co diéu gi
quan tdm va thic méc, xin vui long lién lac véi t6i.

Tran Trong,

fll_ L

Ash Kalra

Ce: Ann Blackwood, Trudng Van Phong Chinh sdch Céng cong, Tiéu bang va Dia Phuong viing
phia Tay tai Facebook



