THE NEWS OF MY FATHER'S ILLNESS HAS AFFECTED
EVERY ONE OF US IN THE MCCAIN FAMILY. MY
GRANDMOTHER, MOTHER, BROTHERS, SISTER, AND |
HAVE ALL ENDURED THE SHOCK OF THE NEWS, AND
NOW WE LIVE WITH THE ANXIETY ABOUT WHAT COMES
NEXT. IT IS AN EXPERIENCE FAMILIAR TO US, GIVEN
MY FATHER'S PREVIOUS BATTLE WITH CANCER - AND
I'T IS FAMILIAR TO THE COUNTLESS AMERICAN
FAMILIES WHOSE LOVED ONES ARE ALSO STRICKEN
WITH THE TRAGEDY OF DISEASE AND THE
INEVITABILITY ©OF AGE. |F WE COULD ASK ANYTHING
OF ANYONE NOW, |IT WOULD BE THE PRAYERS OF
THOSE OF YOU WHO UNDERSTAND THIS ALL TOO
WELL. WE WOULD BE SO GRATEFUL FOR THEM.

IT WON'T SURPRISE YOU TO LEARN THAT IN ALL THIS,
THE ONE OF US WHO IS MOST CONFIDENT AND CALM
5 MY FATHER. HE IS THE TOUWUGHEST PERSON | KNOW.,
THE CRUELEST ENEMY COULD NOIT BREAK HIM, THE
AGGRESSIONS OF POLITICAL LIFE COULD NOT BEND
HiM. S0 HE |5 MEETING THIS CHALLENGE Ab HE HAS
EVERY OTHER. CANCER MAY AFFLICT HIM IN MANY
WAYS: BUT IT WILL NOT MAKE HIM SURRENDER.
NOTHING EVER HAS.

MY LOVE FOR MY FATHER IS5 BOUNDLESS, AND LIKE
ANY DAUGHTER | CANNOT AND DO NOT WISH TO BE IN
A WORLD WITHOUT HIM. | HAVE FAITH THAT THOSE
DAYS REMAIN FAR AWAY. YET EVEN IN THIS MOMENT,
MY FEARS FOR HIM ARE OVERWHELMED BY ONE
THING ABOVE ALL: GRATITUDE FOR OUR YEARS
TOGETHER, AND THE YEARS STILL TQO COME. HE IS A
WARRIOR AT DUSK, ONE OF THE GREATEST
AMERICANS OF OUR AGE, AND THE WORTHY HEIR TO
HIS FATHER'S AND GRANDFATHER'S NAME. BUT TO ME
HE IS SOMETHING MORE:. HE IS MY STRENGTH, MY
EXAMPLE, MY REFUGE, MY CONFIDANTE, MY TEACHER,
MY ROCK, MY HERO - MY DAD.
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