
 

3305870.v2 

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
 
COUNTY OF SCOTT FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
_______________________________________ Case Type: Civil Other/Miscellaneous 
 
Luis Canchari,  Court File No.: ________________ 
  
 Plaintiff, 
vs.  

      SUMMONS 
Canterbury Park Holding Corp., 
 
 Defendant. 
________________________________________ 
 
 THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT. 
 

1.  YOU ARE BEING SUED.  The Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against you.  
The Plaintiff’s Complaint against you is attached to this Summons. Do not throw these papers 
away. They are official papers that affect your rights. You must respond to this lawsuit even 
though it may not yet be filed with the Court and there may be no court file number on this 
Summons. 

2.  YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 21 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS.  You 
must give or mail to the person who signed this summons a written response called an Answer 
within 21 days of the date on which you received this Summons. You must send a copy of your 
Answer to the person who signed this Summons located at: 

Felhaber Larson 
Attn: Thomas J. Radio 
220 South Sixth Street, Suite 2200 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
 
3.  YOU MUST RESPOND TO EACH CLAIM.  The Answer is your written response 

to the Plaintiff’s Complaint. In your Answer you must state whether you agree or disagree with 
each paragraph of the Complaint. If you believe the Plaintiff should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must say so in your Answer. 

4.  YOU WILL LOSE YOUR CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND A WRITTEN 
RESPONSE TO THE COMPLAINT TO THE PERSON WHO SIGNED THIS 
SUMMONS.  If you do not answer within 21 days, you will lose this case. You will not get to 
tell your side of the story, and the Court may decide against you and award the Plaintiff 
everything asked for in the Complaint. If you do not want to contest the claims stated in the 
Complaint, you do not need to respond.  A default judgment can then be entered against you for 
the relief requested in the Complaint. 
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5.  LEGAL ASSISTANCE.  You may wish to get legal help from a lawyer. If you do 
not have a lawyer, the Court Administrator may have information about places where you can 
get legal assistance. Even if you cannot get legal help, you must still provide a written 
Answer to protect your rights or you may lose the case. 

6.  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION.  The parties may agree to or be 
ordered to participate in an alternative dispute resolution process under Rule 114 of the 
Minnesota General Rules of Practice. You must still send your written response to the Complaint 
even if you expect to use alternative means of resolving this dispute. 

Dated:  June 5, 2020            FELHABER LARSON 
 
 
/s/Thomas J. Radio                                
Thomas J. Radio, #0137029 
220 South Sixth Street, Suite 2200 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Telephone (612) 373-8420 
tradio@felhaber.com 
 

 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF   
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT 
 
COUNTY OF SCOTT FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
_______________________________________ Case Type: Civil Other/Miscellaneous 
 
Luis Canchari,  Court File No.: ________________ 
  
 Plaintiffs, 
vs.  

      COMPLAINT 
Canterbury Park Holding Corp.,  
 JURY TRIAL DEMANDED    
 
                                     Defendant. 
________________________________________ 
 

Plaintiff Luis Canchari (“Plaintiff” or “Mr. Canchari”), as and for his Complaint against 

Defendant Canterbury Park Holding Corp. (“Defendant” or “Canterbury”), states and alleges as 

follows: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE 

1. Luis Canchari is an individual who resided, at all material times, in Scott County, 

Minnesota. 

2. Canterbury Park Holding Corp. is a Minnesota service corporation with its 

headquarters and registered address located at 1100 Canterbury Road South, Shakopee, 

Minnesota 55379. 

3. Jurisdiction and venue are proper in this Court because Plaintiff and Defendant 

are located in Scott County, Minnesota, and the events giving rise to this litigation took place in 

Scott County, Minnesota. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

4. Mr. Canchari was subjected to two disciplinary actions by the Board of Stewards 

of the Minnesota Racing Commission, which resulted in two adverse rulings against him: 
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Minnesota Racing Commission Ruling C14021, dated June 26, 2014; and Minnesota Racing 

Commission Ruling C17079, dated August 11, 2017. The horses trained and raced by Mr. 

Canchari in both instances tested positive for methamphetamine. 

5. Neither Mr. Canchari nor his employees tested positive for any drugs in either 

incident. 

6. In each instance, Mr. Canchari passed a lie detector test where he denied any 

involvement with the use of methamphetamine. 

7. In 2015, McLean “Mac” Robertson was charged with a methamphetamine 

positive result after a horse he trained won a race on June 7, 2015. 

8. Between the 2014 positive test result for Mr. Canchari’s horse and Mr. 

Robertson’s 2015 positive test results, two members of the Canterbury starting gate crew were 

arrested for possession of methamphetamine, with track security suspecting one of the men of 

dealing with drugs. 

9. In 2017, Industrial Laboratory of Colorado, the contract lab for the Minnesota 

Racing Commission reported two positive tests for methamphetamine: Mr. Canchari’s horse, 

Carson’s Storm; and one against Shane Miller, a trainer, whose horse tested positive for 

methamphetamine after winning a race on August 12, 2017. 

10. After the May 2017 race and positive test result for his horse, Mr. Canchari 

requested that the entire starting gate crew be tested for drugs, which Canterbury denied. 

11. Less than three months later, Canterbury again became aware or should have 

become aware that some members of its starting gate crew were using methamphetamine: 

a. One assistant starter was caught attempting to submit non-human urine, 
and methamphetamine residue and drug paraphernalia were found in a 
search of his track dormitory room; 
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b. Another starter, whose license had been suspended in another state after 
testing positive for a controlled substance, refused to take a drug test and 
quit his job; and 
 

c. The head starter and four of his assistants resigned from their positions 
and reportedly moved to similar jobs in Arizona for a meeting that would 
not begin for two months. 

 
12. In both 2014 and 2017, starting gate crew personnel hired, trained, and supervised 

by Canterbury were arrested and convicted for possession of drugs, including methamphetamine. 

13. In August 2014, Canterbury security searched the room of assistant starter Devin 

Stortzum after getting multiple tips that the Stortzum was using and dealing drugs on Canterbury 

property and found a methamphetamine pipe, a scale with residue, baggies with residue, and a 

baggie with 1.3 grams of methamphetamine. Canterbury security also found in Stortzum’s 

vehicle Carisoprodol pills and a bottle containing urine used to falsify drug tests. Stortzum later 

pleaded guilty to a drug charge. 

14. In August 2014, Canterbury security searched assistant starter Dustin Shanyfelt 

and found a baggie with methamphetamine. Shanyfelt pleaded guilty to a drug charge. 

15. Despite this knowledge of drug usage by its starting gate personnel, Canterbury 

failed to take reasonable and necessary actions to prevent a reoccurrence of starting gate 

personnel who used drugs from being hired and employed. Canterbury’s failure to act caused the 

horses raced by Mr. Canchari to be contaminated by methamphetamine and damages to Mr. 

Canchari. 

16. Expert testimony exists and will be introduced at the trial that environmental 

transfer of methamphetamine from Canterbury starting gate crew members to Mr. Canchari’s 

horses could and did occur in 2014 and 2017. 
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COUNT I:  NEGLIGENCE 
 

17. Plaintiff incorporates the allegations in the Paragraphs above as though fully set 

forth herein.  

18. Canterbury negligently operated its racing operation through its negligent hiring, 

training, and supervising of its employees, including its employees operating the starting gates, 

who contaminated with disqualifying drugs the horses being trained and raced by Mr. Canchari. 

19. Canterbury’s negligent conduct has damaged Mr. Canchari through the loss of his 

racing license, lost wages and revenue, embarrassment, humiliation, emotional distress, damage 

to his professional reputation, physical stress and ailments, and mental anguish.  

20. Damages suffered by Mr. Canchari are in excess of $50,000 and are attributable 

to Canterbury’s negligence, which was the proximate cause of Mr. Canchari’s damages.  Mr. 

Canchari is entitled to his consequential damages, attorney fees, and costs as a result of 

Canterbury’s fault and actions.   

COUNT II: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

21. Plaintiff incorporates the allegations in the Paragraphs above as though fully set 

forth herein. 

22. The conduct of Canterbury was so extreme and outrageous that it passed the 

boundaries of decency and is utterly intolerable to the civilized community. 

23. The conduct of Canterbury was intentional and/or reckless. 

24. The conduct of Canterbury caused emotional distress to Mr. Canchari 

25. The distress to Mr. Canchari caused by Canterbury was so severe that no 

reasonable person could be expected to endure it. 
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26. Damages suffered by Mr. Canchari are in excess of $50,000 and are attributable 

to Canterbury’s actions, which was the proximate cause of Mr. Canchari’s damages.  Canchari is 

entitled to his consequential damages, attorney fees, and costs as a result of Canterbury’s fault 

and actions.     

COUNT III:  PUNITIVE DAMAGES 

27. Plaintiff incorporates the allegations in the Paragraphs above as though fully set 

forth herein. 

28. Canterbury’s negligent hiring, training, and supervision of its employees that 

resulted in the methamphetamine contamination of horses trained and raced by Mr. Canchari 

show deliberate disregard for the rights and safety of others, including Mr. Canchari. 

29. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sec. 549.191, Mr. Canchari will make a motion to 

amend this Complaint to add a claim for punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendant as follows: 

1. An award of damages in an amount in excess of $50,000, an exact amount to be 

proven at trial; 

2. An award of all attorneys’ fees and costs incurred by Plaintiff; 

3. For an award of punitive damages as allowed by the Court upon proper motion; 

and 

4. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and equitable.  
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Dated:  June 5, 2020  FELHABER LARSON 
 
 
/s/ Thomas J. Radio                               
Thomas J. Radio, #137029 
220 South Sixth Street, Suite 2200 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Telephone (612) 373-84201 
tradio@felhaber.com 

 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF   
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
 The undersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements, and reasonable attorney 
and witness fees may be awarded, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 549.211, subd. 2, to the party against 
whom the allegations in this pleading are asserted. 
 
 
Dated:  June 5, 2020     /s/ Thomas J. Radio     
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