
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

----------------------------------------------------------------X 

JACQUELINE KENT COOKE,    

 Index No.  

Plaintiff,    

  

-against-       

            

G/O MEDIA d/b/a JEZEBEL,    COMPLAINT 

DAILY MAIL AND GENERAL TRUST 

d/b/a THE DAILY MAIL, 

BLACK SPORTS ONLINE LLC, and 

THE MORNING CALL, 

     

    Defendants.   

----------------------------------------------------------------X 

 

 Plaintiff Jacqueline Kent Cooke (“Plaintiff”), by and through her attorneys, The Roth 

Law Firm, PLLC, alleges the following against Defendants G/O Media d/b/a Jezebel (“Jezebel”), 

Daily Mail and General Trust d/b/a The Daily Mail (“The Daily Mail”), Black Sports Online 

LLC (“BSO”) and The Morning Call (“The Morning Call”) (collectively, “Defendants”), as 

follows: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. Plaintiff brings this action against Defendants for publishing to the world 

demonstrably false news articles stating that Defendant pled guilty to and/or was convicted of an 

anti-Semitic physical assault on a Jewish lawyer in New York City.   

2. Specifically, Plaintiff brings this action to correct the outrageous misstatements 

made by Defendants about her and for monetary damages that Defendants’ public defamation 

has and will continue to cause.  The articles upon which this lawsuit is based were wildly 

defamatory, as they accused Plaintiff, herself the granddaughter of someone of Jewish descent, 

of calling someone a “Jew” and that she pled guilty to such conduct — statements she never 
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made, would never make and, as importantly, never pled guilty to when she agreed to dispose of 

the criminal matter.   

3. Each of the Defendants were asked to correct their libelous statements and were 

provided an official court transcript of the criminal disposition proceedings, evidencing the 

falsity of their defamatory articles.  Remarkably, Defendants refused to correct their false public 

statements.  Accordingly, left with no recourse and to set the record straight as to the actual facts, 

Plaintiff was forced to bring this action.  Defendants’ published statements were false and 

defamatory, as Plaintiff has absolutely not pled guilty to such conduct, nor would she ever have 

pled guilty to such conduct, as the allegations were at all times false. 

4. Rather, as the official court transcript of the proceedings makes clear, Plaintiff 

only pled guilty to a single “added, reduced charge of Penal Law Section 240.20” which is a 

violation, not a crime, and can be based upon a defendant merely making “unreasonable noise” 

or “obstruct[ing] vehicular or pedestrian traffic.” 

PARTIES 

5. Plaintiff Jacqueline Kent Cooke is an individual residing in New York, New 

York.   

6. Upon information and belief, G/O Media d/b/a Jezebel is a media company that 

publishes news content online to the world, and maintains an office at 1540 Broadway, 27th 

Floor, New York, New York 10036.  Upon information and belief, Jezebel conducts business 

and transacts business in New York. 

7. Upon information and belief, Daily Mail and General Trust d/b/a The Daily Mail 

is a media company that publishes news content online to the World.  Upon information and 

belief, The Daily Mail conducts business and transacts business in New York. 
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8. Upon information and belief, Black Sports Online LLC is a media company that 

publishes news content online to the World.  Upon information and belief, BSO conducts 

business and transacts business in New York. 

9. Upon information and belief, The Morning Call is a media company that 

publishes news content online to the World.  Upon information and belief, The Morning Call 

conducts business and transacts business in New York. 

JURISDICTION 

10. Upon information and belief, each of the Defendants do business and/or conduct 

business in the State of New York, the conduct giving rise to this action took place in the State of 

New York and Defendants’ conduct has caused substantial damages to Plaintiff within the State 

of New York. 

FACTS 

The Relevant Incident and Court Proceeding 

11. On December 31, 2017, Plaintiff was dining at a restaurant in New York City, 

when she attempted to walk past another female patron in the restaurant (“Female 1”). 

12. Plaintiff asked Female 1 to let her “through” in order to let her pass, but Female 1 

refused to do so, thus continuing to block Plaintiff’s exit from the restaurant.    

13. After Plaintiff walked by Female 1, she accused Plaintiff of using the word “Jew” 

as she tried to walk by, although witnesses in the restaurant agreed that Plaintiff used the word 

“through.” 

14. Plaintiff never called Female 1 (or anyone else) a Jew, or used any other racial 

epithet, nor would she ever have done so.  And in fact, Plaintiff is part Jewish. 
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15. After Plaintiff walked by Female 1, Female 1’s daughter then blocked Plaintiff as 

she was putting on her coat and trying to exit the restaurant. 

16. Plaintiff and her boyfriend left the restaurant believing the episode was over, as 

confirmed by video footage. 

17. Female 1’s son-in-law (“Male 1”), who had been in the restroom during the initial 

incident when Plaintiff tried to walk by Female 1, then chased Plaintiff down the street where he 

proceeded to scream vile language,  and aggressively lunged toward Plaintiff and her boyfriend.   

18. Plaintiff, fearing for her safety against a man she did not know and who was 

aggressively pursuing her, swung her purse in self-defense, which struck Male 1 on his head. 

19. Continuing to fear for her safety, Plaintiff continued to run away from Male 1. 

20. Male 1 pushed Plaintiff toward the curb, grabbed her by the neck and twisted her 

finger to a point that the injury required subsequent surgery. 

21. With Male 1 continuing to aggressively pursue them, Plaintiff and her boyfriend 

then ran down the street and got into a taxi in order to escape any further harm.    

22. Upon information and belief, Female 1, Male 1 and/or one of their relatives had 

apparently been filming, or caused the filming of, the incident and not once did Plaintiff ever use 

a racial epithet in the video (which was subsequently obtained by the New York City Police 

Department). 

23. Rather than showing any use by Plaintiff of a racial epithet, however, the video 

shows Plaintiff being physically attacked by Male 1, with Male 1’s own daughter yelling at one 

point in the video: “Dad, Stop!” 

24. The incident created a scene outside the restaurant, which may have obstructed 

some pedestrian traffic and/or caused loud noise in public. 
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25. It was at all times Plaintiff’s opinion that Female 1, or members of her family 

with whom she was dining, knew that Plaintiff was the daughter of former Washington 

Redskins’ owner Jack Kent Cooke, and was intentionally attempting to start some form of 

altercation with Plaintiff for financial gain.  

26. On October 23, 2018, in the case entitled The People of the State of New York v. 

Jacqueline Cooke, Docket No. 2018NY002276 (Criminal Court of the City of New York, 

County of New York), the criminal case against Plaintiff was disposed by Plaintiff’s agreement 

to plead guilty to a single “added, reduced charge of Penal Law Section 240.20.”   

27. Judge Moses stated on the record that this was a “violation” and not a “crime” and 

is otherwise known as “disorderly conduct.” 

28. During the October 23, 2018 plea allocution, Plaintiff did not admit to assaulting 

or otherwise striking anyone or making any remarks (anti-Semitic or otherwise), and any related 

charges were dropped. 

29. Plaintiff was not required to discuss any of the underlying facts during the 

October 23, 2018 plea allocution, however, the only charge of which Plaintiff pled guilty was for 

Penal Law Section 240.20, which can be based upon a defendant merely making “unreasonable 

noise” or “obstruct[ing] vehicular or pedestrian traffic.” 

30. Plaintiff did not plead guilty to, nor was she ever convicted of, any crime 

involving the physical touching of another person or the use of a racial epithet. 
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Defendants Intentionally Defame Plaintiff by Fabricating a  

Guilty Plea and/or Conviction that Never Occurred 

31. On October 23, 2018, Jezebel published a news article that was disseminated 

online to the entire world, falsely stating that Plaintiff pled guilty to hitting a lawyer with a glass 

purse and making an anti-Semitic remark (https://jezebel.com/socialite-pleads-guilty-to-hitting-

man-with-glass-purse-1829944146) (the “Jezebel Article”). 

32. The Jezebel Article makes the following knowingly false statements: (i) “Socialite 

Pleads Guilty to Hitting Man With Glass Purse After Telling His Mom, ‘Hurry Up, You Jew’”’ 

and (ii) “Yes, that headline is correct.  Jacqueline Kent Cooke pled guilty in court today to 

attacking a lawyer outside a New York restaurant with her glass purse, after telling his mother, 

‘Hurry up, you Jew.” 

33. In the Jezebel Article, Jezebel admitted to the “lifetime” of damages that Plaintiff 

will have to endure as a result of Jezebel’s own defamatory conduct, stating: “… Cooke took a 

plea deal that netted her only three days community service, though she’ll still have to suffer a 

lifetime of Google results…” 

34. Notwithstanding Plaintiff’s demand that Jezebel issue a corrective statement in 

light of the defamatory nature of the Jezebel Article (including providing Jezebel with the 

transcript of the allocution proceedings), Jezebel refused, thus further demonstrating that 

Jezebel’s tortious conduct was knowing and intentional. 

35. On October 24, 2018, The Daily Mail published a news article that was 

disseminated online to the entire world, falsely stating that Plaintiff was “convicted of smashing 

a glass” over a Jewish man’s head in an “anti-Semitic attack” 

(https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6314173/Manhattan-socialite-guilty-smashing-

Jewish-man-head-insists-self-defense.html) (the “Daily Mail Article”). 
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36. In the Daily Mail Article, The Daily Mail made the following knowingly false 

statements: 

(i) “Manhattan socialite and daughter of the late Washington Redskins owner is 

found guilty of smashing Jewish man over the head with her glass purse in ‘anti-

Semitic’ attack – but insists it was self defense” 

 

(ii) “Jacqueline Kent Cooke, 30, pleaded guilty on Tuesday for disorderly conduct for 

the attack on Matthew Haberkon” 

 

(iii) “A Manhattan socialite has been convicted of smashing a Jewish man over the 

head with a glass purse outside a restaurant.” 

 

(iv) “Jacqueline Kent Cooke, 30, was given community service after she pleaded 

guilty to disorderly conduct on Tuesday for attacking Matthew Haberkon outside 

Upper East Side restaurant Caravaggio on New Year’s Eve.” 

 

(v) “Even though Cooke, the daughter of the late Washington Redskins owner Jack 

Kent Cooke, admitted to the crime, she insisted she was defending herself.” 

 

(vi) “Jacqueline Kent Cooke, 30, pleaded guilty on Tuesday … to disorderly conduct 

for hitting Matthew Haberkon over the head with her glass purse outside a New 

York restaurant on New Year’s Eve.” 

 

(vii) “The socialite was given community service after admitting the attack.” 

 

37. Notwithstanding Plaintiff’s demand that The Daily Mail issue a corrective 

statement in light of the defamatory nature of the Daily Mail Article (including providing the 

Daily Mail with the transcript of the allocution proceedings), The Daily Mail refused, thus 

further demonstrating that The Daily Mail’s tortious conduct was knowing and intentional. 

38. On October 23, 2018, BSO published a news article that was disseminated online 

to the entire world, falsely stating that Plaintiff received a “slap on the wrist for yelling hateful 

racist comments at 77-year-old woman and hitting her son with glass purse” 

(https://blacksportsonline.com/2018/10/daughter-of-ex-redskins-owner-gets-a-slap-on-the-wrist-

for-yelling-hateful-racist-comments-at-77-year-old-woman-and-hitting-her-son-with-glass-purse-

video/) (the “BSO Article”). 
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39. In the BSO Article, BSO made the following knowingly false statements: 

(i) “Daughter Of Ex-Redskins Owner Gets A Slap On The Wrist For Yelling Hateful 

Racist Comments At 77-Year-Old Woman And Hitting Her Son With Glass 

Purse” 

 

(ii) “Former Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke’s daughter Jackeline is pleading guilty 

to disorderly conduct after yelling anti-Jewish comments at a 77-year-old woman 

leaving an NYC restaurant on New Year’s Eve.” 

 

40. Notwithstanding Plaintiff’s demand that BSO issue a corrective statement in light 

of the defamatory nature of the BSO Article (including providing BSO with the transcript of the 

allocution proceedings), BSO refused, thus further demonstrating that BSO’s tortious conduct 

was knowing and intentional. 

41. On October 23, 2018, The Morning Call published a news article that was 

disseminated online to the entire world, falsely stating that Plaintiff “pleads guilty to violation 

for hitting lawyer” (https://www.mcall.com/ny-metro-nfl-heiress-jacqueline-cooke-pleads-guilty-

20181023-story.html) (the “Morning Call Article”). 

42. In the Morning Call Article, The Morning Call made the following knowingly 

false statements: 

(i) “Football heiress pleads guilty to violation for hitting lawyer outside Upper East 

Side restaurant” 

 

(ii) “A millionaire football heiress pleaded guilty Tuesday in an attack on a lawyer 

outside an Upper East Side restaurant on New Year’s Eve.” 

 

(iii) Jacqueline Kent Cooke … copped to disorderly conduct for smashing Matthew 

Haberkorn in the head with a glass purse…” 

 

43. Notwithstanding Plaintiff’s demand that The Morning Call issue a corrective 

statement in light of the defamatory nature of the Morning Call Article (including providing the 

Morning Call with the transcript of the allocution proceedings), The Morning Call refused, thus 

further demonstrating that The Morning Call’s tortious conduct was knowing and intentional. 
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44. Plaintiff has demanded that other news organizations (other than Defendants) who 

also incorrectly reported on how Plaintiff’s criminal case was disposed, issue corrective 

statements.  Those news organizations, upon learning of the falsity of their news articles, agreed 

to issue corrective statements or remove the articles online.   

45. The Defendants herein, however, have refused to issue corrective statements 

because they do not care about reporting actual facts, and are intent on causing malicious injury 

to Plaintiff.  

46. As a result of each of the Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has been terrified for her 

safety because Defendants falsely published to the world that she admitted, was convicted of 

and/or pled guilty to committing a violent hate crime. 

47. As a result of each of the Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has received multiple 

threats and has been accosted since the publication of Defendants’ defamatory articles. 

48. As a result of each of the Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has been falsely labeled 

as a person convicted of assaulting an individual due to his religion while making anti-Semitic 

remarks. 

49. As a result of each of the Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and as 

admitted in the Jezebel Article -- will continue to suffer for the remainder of her “lifetime” -- 

severe and irreparable reputational harm. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAUTION: THIS DOCUMENT HAS NOT YET BEEN REVIEWED BY THE COUNTY CLERK. (See below.) INDEX NO. UNASSIGNED

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 2 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 10/22/2019

This is a copy of a pleading filed electronically pursuant to New York State court rules (22 NYCRR §202.5-b(d)(3)(i))
which, at the time of its printout from the court system's electronic website, had not yet been reviewed and
approved by the County Clerk. Because court rules (22 NYCRR §202.5[d]) authorize the County Clerk to reject
filings for various reasons, readers should be aware that documents bearing this legend may not have been
accepted for filing by the County Clerk. 9 of 11



 10 

AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(For Defamation) 

 

50. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference the allegations in the preceding 

paragraphs as if fully stated herein. 

51. The statements made by Defendants in the Jezebel Article, the Daily Mail Article, 

the BSO Article and the Morning Call Article were false, as Plaintiff did not admit, plead guilty 

to or was otherwise convicted of any crime or violation involving the physical touching of 

another person or using a racial epithet. 

52. The aforementioned false statements were published by Defendants on the 

internet to the entire world. 

53. The aforementioned false statements were published by Defendants without 

privilege or authorization and are not substantially true. 

54. The aforementioned false statements published by Defendants, particularly after 

learning of their falsity and refusing to issue corrective statements, were made with actual 

malice.  

55. The aforementioned false statements have caused, and will continue to cause, 

Plaintiff severe reputational harm, as already admitted by Jezebel in the Jezebel Article. 

56. Defendants’ aforementioned false statements also constitute defamation per se 

under New York law, since Defendants have represented to the public that Plaintiff has 

committed a serious crime (in fact, a hate crime) that will also injure Plaintiff in her trade and 

business. 

57. Defendants’ aforementioned false statements have exposed Plaintiff to public 

contempt, ridicule, aversion, disgrace and induce an evil opinion of Plaintiff. 
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58. As a result of the foregoing, Plaintiff has suffered damages in an amount to be 

determined at trial.  In light of Defendants’ egregious and malicious public defamation, Plaintiff 

also seeks punitive damages in an amount to be determined by the trier of fact. 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests the Court execute judgment in favor of 

Plaintiff and against Defendants for compensatory and punitive damages in an amount to be 

determined at trial, plus interest, costs and attorneys’ fees, together with any other relief the 

Court deems just and proper. 

DATED: New York, New York 

  October 22, 2019 

       THE ROTH LAW FIRM, PLLC 

 

       By: s/ Richard A. Roth   

        Richard A. Roth 

Jordan M. Kam 

       295 Madison Avenue, 22nd Floor 

       New York, New York 10017 

       Tel: (212) 542-8882 

    

       Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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