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Via E-mail 
Via Federal Express 

February 20, 2019 

Toni Ruscio 
President 
Curtain Call Theatre 
182 Commercial Street 
Braintree, MA 02184 

Re: Infringing Public Performance of To Kill A Mockingbird 

Dear Ms. Ruscio: 

We represent Atticus Limited Liability Company (“Atticus”), the exclusive worldwide licensee (via 
assignment from Rudinplay, Inc.) of Harper Lee (“Owner”) for live stage rights to the novel To 
Kill A Mockingbird (“the Novel”), subject only to the limited rights granted by Owner to Dramatic 
Publishing Company (“DPC”) in 1969 to create a theatrical adaptation of the Novel for amateur 
performances only.  In the early 1990’s, DPC created and began to license an adaptation 
written by Christopher Sergel (“the Sergel Play”) of the Novel.  Pursuant to the 1969 agreement 
between Owner and DPC, there was an absolute prohibition as to where the Sergel Play could 
be licensed in the event there was a first class production of an adaptation of the Novel in New 
York.  The provision in the 1969 agreement regarding this prohibition is as follows (both the 
complete redacted 1969 agreement between Harper Lee and DPC and the redacted agreement 
between Harper Lee and Rudinplay, Inc. are enclosed for reference): 

“In the event the Owner shall lease professional acting rights to a third party for the 
purpose of producing a first class dramatic play or dramatico-musical play based on the 
Property, during the run of the said play in New York or during a first class touring 
engagement thereof, the Publisher [DPC] shall not permit amateur performances, as 
provide herein, within a distance of twenty-five (25) miles of the city limits of any city 
which a had a 1960 census population in excess of 150,000.  After the close of the final 
first-class road company, the Publisher may release amateur rights without restriction.” 

It has come to our attention that your theater intends to publicly perform the Sergel Play from 
May 3 – May 12.  As you may be aware a first class licensed theatrical adaptation of the Novel, 
written by Aaron Sorkin (“the Sorkin Play”) officially opened in New York to great acclaim on 
December 13, 2018.  The first paid public performances, i.e. “the run,” actually commenced on 
November 1, 2018.  The Sorkin Play is expected to run for years in New York, and will certainly 
be running in New York in May of 2019.  Further, the opening of the Sorkin Play in New York 
was announced in early 2018. 
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RUDINPLAY, INC. 
120 West 45th Street, 101

h Floor 
New York, New York 10036 

As of 29 June, 2015 

Ms. Harper Lee 
c/o Andrew Nurnberg Associates International 
20-23 Greville Street, London EC 1 N 8SS 
United Kingdom; 

Re: "To Kill a Mockingbird" Live Stage Rights 

Dear Ms. Lee: 

This letter agreement ("Agreement") sets forth the material deal terms that have been agreed upon between 
Rudinplay, Inc. ("Producer") and you ("Author") in connection with the live stage and ancillary rights in and to 
the novel entitled "To Kill a Mockingbird" written by you (the "Novel"). 

1. Agency. 

2. Grant of Rights. 

(a) Upon having obtained the written approval of the Author to the Playwright, Author shall 
thereby grant to Producer and its licensees and assignees the sole and exclusive option (the "Option") to acquire, 
on an exclusive (subject to Paragraph 2 (b) below), worldwide basis, all live stage rights in and to the Novel and all 
subsidiary and ancillary rights related to such live stage rights, including without limitation: (i) the right to create, 
develop, produce and present a live stage play (the "Play") based on and using the Work and any and all elements 
thereof (including without limitation the right to present the Play in first and non-first class touring and sit-down 
productions), (i i) the right to use the title "To Kill a Mockingbird" in connection with the Play, and (iii) the right to 
exploit all customary advertising rights in all media, merchandising rights and stock and amateur licensing rights 
(subject to Paragraph l (b) below). It shall be a condition precedent to the approval of the Playwright that the 
Playwright shall agree in writing that any grant of stock and amateur licensing rights is to be contingent on: (i) an 
annual professional performance of the Play in Monroeville, AL, (ii) a prohibition against any license for 
performance of the Play by or under the auspices of the Monroe County Museum or to any successor or affiliated 
entity, organization or individual, and (ii i) a restriction against any license for performance of the Play within sixty 
(60) miles of the city limits of Monroeville, AL. 

(b) Producer acknowledges that pursuant to an agreement (the "Prior Agreement") dated June 
26, 1969 between Author and The Dramatic Publishing company ("DPC"), Author granted DPC the right to create 
a play (the "Prior Adaptation") based on the Novel, and to exploit the amateur acting rights (as defined in the 
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Prior Agreement) in the Prior Adaptation. Author represents that it has terminated the Prior Agreement effective 
April 26, 2016. Producer acknowledges that, notwithstanding such termination, the amateur acting rights to the 
Prior Adaptation can continue to be exploited fol lowing such terminati on under the terms of the Prior Agreement 
on a non-exclusive basis in the United States, and on an exclusive basis elsewhere. The rights granted he reunder 
shall be subject to the rights granted under the Prior Agreement, as limited by such termination. 

3. Option Periods and Payments. 

( 

·( 

4. Exercise of Option. The initial commercial first class production of the Play presented on 
Broadway or in the West End of London under Producer's original agreement with the Playwright (the 
"Playwright Agreement") shall be referred to herein as the "Initial Production". The Option will be deemed 
exercised if the first paid publ ic performance of the Initial Production is presented within the Option Period. 
Producer shal l have the right to present a pre-Broadway or pre-West End developmental production, either at a not

for-profit theater or as a commercial engagement. 

5. Royalties. 
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Please confirm your agreement to the foregoing by sign ing your name where indicated below. 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 

By: _______ __ _ 
HARPER LEE 
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Very tru ly yours, 

By:_+---1---------------
At 
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