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Take Our Judges But
Not Our Money, Calif.
Judge Tells Lege
By MARIA DINZEO

A California judge told state senators
Thursday that his court will support Gov.
Jerry Brown’s proposal to move two vacant
judicial slots from his court to another county,
but will oppose the plan fiercely if it means
losing money.

Ninth Circuit Gun Case Could
Have Major Impact
By HELEN CHRISTOPHI

The Ninth Circuit on Wednesday gave no
indication how it would rule on whether an
Alameda County zoning ordinance that bars
gun stores from within 500 feet of schools,
liquor stores and homes violates the Second
Amendment.

California Tells Ninth Circuit
That Feds Owe It Millions
By HELEN CHRISTOPHI

An attorney for the California Public Utilities
Commission told the Ninth Circuit on
Wednesday that the federal government owes
it millions of dollars after miscalculating
refunds stemming from California’s energy
crisis 15 years ago.

National Security Letters
Taken to Ninth Circuit
By NICHOLAS IOVINO

The Ninth Circuit on Wednesday heard
arguments that imposing potentially
permanent gag orders on companies that must
give the FBI information about customers
through national security letters, but without a
warrant, is unconstitutional.

U.S. ECONOMY
Home Sales Rise Despite
Higher Mortgage Rates
By DAN MCCUE

New home sales rose 6.1 percent in February,
the fastest pace since July, despite higher
mortgage rates. The Commerce Department
said Thursday that month-over-month new
home sales rose at a seasonally-adjusted rate
of 592,000.

10th Circuit Hears Tulsa
University Rape Case
By EMMA GANNON

The University of Tulsa barred a student from
referencing her attacker’s sexually violent
past in his disciplinary hearing after he raped
her, attorneys told the 10th Circuit Court of
Appeals Wednesday morning.

Student Blames Columbia
After Repeat Rape
By JOSH RUSSELL

A lesbian student at Columbia University
claims in a federal complaint that she was
raped twice in the same dormitory room
because of the school’s deliberate
indifference.

Long Exposure From the International Space Station

This is a 30-second exposure shot of Earth captured by Thomas Pesquet from the International
Space Station, in honor of NASA astronaut Don Pettit, who perfected the technique in his many
photos taken from on board the station. (ESA/NASA)

Man Cleared After
Pooch Weaponized
Bike Rack
By CHRISTINE STUART

The New Yorker whose dog
tore off down Lexington
Avenue, weaponizing the
bicycle rack to which her
leash had been tied, is not
liable to another man injured
in the melee, an appeals
court ruled.

US Probing Ex-
Trump Campaign
Chief's Banking
AP

U.S. Treasury Department
agents have recently
obtained information about
offshore financial
transactions involving
President Donald Trump’s
former campaign chairman,
Paul Manafort, as part of a
federal anti-corruption probe
into his work in Eastern
Europe, The Associated
Press has learned.

Screenwriter Claims
Disney Stole
‘Zootopia’
By MATT REYNOLDS

The screenwriter who wrote
“Total Recall” sued Walt
Disney Co. on Tuesday,
claiming it lifted multiple
elements for its animated
box office smash “Zootopia”
from his work.

Collector Says
Ali Memorabilia
Was Bogus
By PAT PEMBERTON

A Muhammad Ali
memorabilia collector sued
Sotheby’s auction house and
authenticators, claiming they
induced him to spend
$35,100 on a boxing robe
and training trunks allegedly
used by the champ.

Attorneys Challenge
Texas Judge’s
Courtroom Prayers
By CAMERON LANGFORD

A Texas judge who opens his
court with a prayer each day
puts fear into lawyers who
believe that if they object it
could spell trouble for their
clients, two attorneys claim
in a constitutional lawsuit.

Family of Missing
FBI Agent Accuses
Iran of Torture
By TIM RYAN

Ten years ago, while visiting
a resort island just off the
coast of Iran, former FBI
agent Robert Levinson
disappeared. Now his family
has filed a federal lawsuit
seeking to make the Iranian
government pay for their
emotional distress.

Filibuster Promised as
Gorsuch Wraps Up in
Senate Committee
By TIM RYAN

Wrapping up a nearly week-long hearing
before the Senate Judiciary Committee,
Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch moved
one step closer Thursday to what is expected
to be a bitter fight before the full Senate.

Lack of Votes Delays
GOP Health Care Bill
By BRITAIN EAKIN

House Republicans said Thursday afternoon
they would postpone a vote on the GOP
health care bill after President Donald Trump
and House Speaker Paul Ryan failed to
persuade the most conservative lawmakers to
support the legislation.

Trump Tells House: Vote on
Healthcare or Obamacare
Stays in Place
AP

Abandoning negotiations, President Donald
Trump on Thursday demanded a make-or-
break vote on health care legislation in the
House, threatening to leave “Obamacare” in
place and move on to other issues if Friday’s
vote fails.

Almond-Orchard Spraying
May Kill Pollinator Bees
By SEAN DUFFY

Without honey bees, almond farmers would
have no crop. But scientists have discovered
that fungicides commonly used in almond
orchards are putting their main pollinators in
extreme danger.

Princeton Fights to Shield Its
Admissions Data
By LOWELL NEUMANN NICKEY

Having prevailed against claims that it
discriminated against Asian applicants,
Princeton University now wants a federal
judge to keep a lid on the admissions materials
it provided for regulators.

Fourth Circuit Considers
Whether County Board Prayer
is Coercion
By LAURA BITTNER

When does tradition become coercion? That
was the question the Fourth Circuit was
asked to consider Wednesday as it grappled
with a controversy over a prayer recited
before a county commission meeting.
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Extended Stay for
Sex Offenders
Angers Court
ADAM KLASFELD

New York prison authorities
earned critical reproach from
an appeals court Thursday
after their “passive approach”
to finding suitable housing for
a sex offender tacked months
onto his sentence.

Judge Pauses Uber
Stock Case While
SCOTUS Acts
HELEN CHRISTOPHI

A federal magistrate on
Thursday denied a request by
Uber to force its employee to
arbitrate individual claims that
it cheated workers out of
valuable stock options, but
stayed the class action until
the U.S. Supreme Court
decides a similar case.

Watchdog Barks for
Records on Targeted
Agency
BRITAIN EAKIN

As lawmakers work to
eliminate the agency that
fights the hacking of voting
machines, a government
watchdog brought a federal
complaint Wednesday to
obtain records on the plan.

Missionary Takes
Abuse Convictions
to 10th Circ.
EMMA GANNON

Attorneys for an Oklahoma
missionary convicted of
having sex with Kenyan
orphans told a 10th Circuit
panel on Thursday that their
client confessed to crimes he
didn’t commit because he
was afraid he wouldn’t be
allowed out of Kenya.

Ponzi Suspect’s Bail
Revoked After
Emailed Threat
MATTHEW RENDA

A defendant in a high-profile
financial fraud case had his
bail revoked during a hearing
Thursday because he sent a
threatening email to officers
of the court involved in his
case.

Suspect Arrested in
Threats on U.S.
Jewish Centers
AP

Israeli police on Thursday
arrested a 19-year-old Israeli
Jewish man as the primary
suspect in a string of bomb
threats targeting Jewish
community centers and other
institutions in the U.S.,
marking a potential
breakthrough in the case after
an international manhunt with
the FBI.

Congressman Under
Fire Over Campaign
Spending
BIANCA BRUNO

Rep. Duncan Hunter is being
investigated by the Justice
Department on suspicion of
campaign finance violations
involving campaign funds
used for personal purchases.

Children Say Police
Could Have Saved
Mom From Machete
Murder
NICK RUMMELL

The children of a 48-year-old
special education teacher
who was hacked to death by
her machete-wielding ex-
boyfriend, a former New
York City policeman, sued the
woman’s hometown,
claiming it failed to protect
her.

Nonprofit Sues for
Donald Rumsfeld’s
‘Snowflakes’
TIM RYAN

A nonprofit claims in a
federal lawsuit that the
Department of Defense froze
its request for former
Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld’s “snowflakes,” a
trove of unreleased internal
memos and declarations from
his time in the Bush
administration.

Suit Over Uber
Driver Promotion
Dropped
MATTHEW RENDA

Amid weeks of tumult at
Uber, the ride-hailing
technology company appears
to have settled a case with a
class of drivers who said the
company didn’t follow
through on a promotional
promise.

Charged With Child
Sex, Okla.
Lawmaker Resigns
ERIK DE LA GARZA

The Oklahoma state senator
charged last week with
felony child prostitution
resigned Wednesday, though
Ralph Shortey’s exit will not
change the balance in the
Republican-dominated state
Senate.

Rick Perry ‘Deeply
Troubled’ by Gay
Student’s Election
ERIK DE LA GARZA

Rick Perry, Texas’ longest-
serving former governor and
the nation’s current energy
secretary, questioned the
legitimacy of Texas A&M
University’s student
government election that
produced his alma mater’s
first openly gay student body
president.

WI Shooting Victims
ID’d as Cop, Bank
Workers, Lawyer
AP

Authorities on Thursday
identified those killed in a
series of northern Wisconsin
shootings as two bank
workers, a lawyer and a
veteran police detective.

Judge Blocks Law
That Kept Foreign-
Born Citizen from
Marrying
SABRINA CANFIELD

A federal court victory this
week means a U.S. citizen
who was born abroad will be
able to legally marry his
fiancée.

Florida Wildfire
Tied to Man Burning
Trash
AMANDA ST.GERMAIN

A 696-acre wildfire in
northeast Florida caused by a
man burning boxes he had
used to move is now 65
percent contained, the state
Forest Service said Thursday.

Major Raids
Conducted after
London Attack; 7
Arrested
AP

British police conducted
major raids and arrested
seven people in connection
with the attack outside
Parliament that left four dead,
including the man who
mowed down pedestrians on
a bridge and fatally stabbed
an officer, a senior police
official said Thursday.

Former Russian
Lawmaker Shot
Dead in Ukraine
AP

A former Russian lawmaker
who became a vociferous
critic of Moscow following
his recent move to Ukraine
was shot and killed in Kiev
Thursday, prompting another
war of words between the
two countries.

German Scientists
Test ‘Artificial Sun’
AP

Scientists in Germany flipped
the switch Thursday on
what’s being described as
“the world’s largest artificial
sun” and which they hope
will help shed light on new
ways of making climate-
friendly fuel.

Le Pen Visits Russia
Weeks Before French
Presidential Vote
AP

French far right presidential
candidate Marine Le Pen is
headed to Moscow for
meetings with lawmakers less
than a month before the
election.

US Combat Airlift
Marks Deepening
Involvement in Syria
AP

The United States is
deepening its involvement in
the war against the Islamic
State group after an
unprecedented American
airlift of Arab and Kurdish
fighters to the front lines in
northern Syria, supported by
the first use of U.S. attack
helicopters and artillery in the
country.

Washington State v. ICE
Taking a cue from her contemporary on
the California Supreme Court, Washington
state Supreme Court Chief Justice Mary
Fairhurst told the feds on Wednesday to
keep immigration agents from using the
Evergreen State’s courthouses to conduct
deportation raids.

Treaties of Rome at 60
The European Union on Saturday will
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaties of Rome, a set of
agreements that paved the way for the
creation of the EU 33 years later in 1990.

Dog the Bounty Hunter
An Orange County, California, law firm
says in a state court lawsuit that Duane
“Dog the Bounty Hunter” Chapman owes
them $46,000 for representing him in a
legal malpractice case against Chapman’s
former lawyers – whom he owes another
$98,000.

Shareholder Class Action
A class of shareholders claims in a federal
lawsuit that metal parts maker
Metaldyne’s proposed $1.6 billion sale to
American Axle & Manufacturing
undervalues Metaldyne stock by more
than $8 a share.

Automotive Antitrust
Geico claims in a federal lawsuit that
Aisin, ASMO and others tried to control
the market and fix prices for car parts
including bearings, steering assemblies,
fan motors, fuel injection systems,
ignition coils and more.

Publicity Rights
The descendants of American Modernist
poet Melvin Tolson claim they never gave
MGM Distribution, Harpo Films or The
Weinstein Company permission to use
Tolson’s name and likeness in the 2007
film “The Great Debaters.”

Debt Collection
A federal judge in Texas handed down a
$2 million civil penalty to a third-party
debt collector for abusive collections
practices, finding the amount reasonable
for more than 100,000 apparent
violations.
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