Mr. Vickrey,
 

I note that at the same time the Judicial Council entered the “one year freeze”, July 22, 2011 they also authorized the following recommendations from the TCBWG:
 

Recommendation 
 

The Trial Court Budget Working Group (TCBWG) recommends that, for FY 2011–2012, the council: 
 

1. Approve allocation of $28.351 million for projects and programs from the Modernization Fund ($6.204 million) and the Improvement Fund ($22.147 million);
 

2. Approve allocation of $19.070 million for ongoing services for trial courts from the Modernization Fund ($0.755 million), the Improvement Fund ($10.122 million), and the TCTF ($8.193 million); 
 

 

3. Approve allocation of $65.544 million for statewide technology infrastructure maintenance and operations from the Modernization Fund ($11.698 million), the Improvement Fund ($22.004 million), and the TCTF ($31.842 million); 
 

 

4. Approve allocation of $5.716 million for statewide technology infrastructure projects from the TCTF; and 
 

 

5. Delegate authority to the Administrative Director of the Courts to adjust allocations of funds to courts and for approved programs and projects, as needed, to address unanticipated needs and contingencies. Any adjustments will be reported to the council after the end of the fiscal year. 
 

Since the authority to allocate funds was delegated directly to the AOC, please include in your reply to the below e-mail, how much of each of the above listed amounts was spent, directed to, committed to, encumbered to or otherwise depleted on CCMS.  Please also provide the precise reason for the spending on CCMS projects in light of the concurrent declaration of a “one year freeze.”  As CCMS would likely be considered and “approved program and project” I am concerned that any “freeze” is illusory when $118,681,000 was available to the AOC to spend “as needed” and directed by the AOC.  
 

Any money spent through this delegation of spending authority on CCMS would seem inconsistent with the public proclamations of judicial leadership that keeping the courts open is “their number one priority.” 
 

Very Truly,
 

Judge Kevin McCormick
Sacramento Superior Court
--------------------
Mr. Vickrey,
 

On July 22nd the Judicial Council voted and passed a "one-year pause to CCMS funding."  At last weeks Judicial Council meeting I heard Mark Moore state, “It was originally referred to as the one-year pause – we’re now relabeling it. It’s not necessarily a one-year pause.”  I do not understand what he meant by that, it was either a one-year pause or it was not.  
 

Please provide me the total amount of spending by or through the AOC on anything related to CCMS since July 22, 2011.  The amounts I am requesting are spending from any source no matter the title the AOC places on the fund or source of money.  If the money was moved from various accounts upon the authority of the trial court budget working group, or any other authority, please identify under whose authority the money was allocated to CCMS and the amounts spent, reallocated to be spent, or otherwise encumbered to CCMS since the date July 22, 2011.  
 

My understanding, although I have not confirmed the numbers through my own line item calculation is that the AOC has continued CCMS funding at a rate of nearly $700,000 per week since July 22.  Please include in the disclosure, any money spent on contracts with outside parties for expenditures related to CCMS in all its various progressions (V-2, V-3, etc).  I am looking for the actual amount of taxpayer dollars allocated to CCMS since the pause was declared. 
 

Perhaps I am naive to have thought cessation of spending on CCMS so that the courts can remain open to the public we are sworn to serves can be taken literally.  I am hopeful you can provide an adequate explanation and all a complete and accurate disclosure of specific figures.
 

Very Truly,
 

Kevin McCormick
Sacramento Superior Court
