Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants, threatened status for shovelnose sturgeon under the similarity of appearance provisions of the Endangered Species Act: Final rule, published Sept. 1, 2010, effective Oct. 1, 2010
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determines it necessary to treat shovelnose sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus platorynchus) as threatened due to similarity of appearance to the endangered pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) under the similarity of appearance provisions of the Endangered Species. The shovelnose sturgeon and the endangered pallid sturgeon are difficult to differentiate in the wild and inhabit overlapping parts of the Missouri and Mississippi River basins. Commercial harvest of shovelnose sturgeon has resulted in the documented take of pallid sturgeon where the two species coexist and is a threat to the pallid sturgeon. 

