IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

SCOTT BRANCHEAU,
MARION LOVERDE, caseNO. \OCA 6L13
CHARLES LOVERDE, and
DEBORAH FROGAMENI,
Plaintiff =
aintiffs, S =
s 5
V8. — :E’
MO .:Z

JERRY L. DEMINGS, in his

EN]

Ol €

official capacity as SHERIFF OF £
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, =
and the DISTRICT NINE

MEDICAL EXAMINER'’S

OFFICE, a public agency,

Defendants.

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY
AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

Plaintiffs, SCOTT BRANCHEAU, MARION LOVERDE, CHARLES

LOVERDE, and DEBORAH FROGAMENI, (“Plaintiffs™) bring this action for

declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendants Jerry L. Demings, in his
official capacity as Sheriff of Orange County, Florida, and the District Nine

Medical Examiner’s Office, and allege as follows:



INTRODUCTION

1. This is an action for declaratory and injunctive relief to seek closure
of certain video records and photographs in the custody of the Orange County
Sheriff’s Office and the District Nine Medical Examiner’s Office.

2. Some of the video records in question are the property of and were
originally recorded by SeaWorld and depict the events surrounding and following
the high-profile death of Dawn Brancheau by a male orca in Orange County,
Florida on February 24, 2010.

3. Some of the photographs in question were made by personnel from
the Orange County Sheriff’s Office and the District Nine Medical Examiner’s
Office during the course of their investigation at the scene of Mrs. Brancheau’s
death on February 24, 2010.

4. Both the video records and photographs at issue graphically depict Mrs.
Brancheau, her likeness or features, or parts of her, and were made during and
immediately after the incident which caused her tragic death.

5. Plaintiffs seek temporary injunctive relief as stated in the
accompanying Motion for Temporary Injunction. Release or dissemination of any
of the video records or death scene photographs depicting Mrs. Brancheau would

cause traumatic, irreparable and continuing harm to Plaintiffs for the reasons stated



in this Complaint and in Plaintiffs’ motion for temporary injunction.

6. Plaintiffs seek a declaration as to their legitimate privacy interests, as
well as the responsibility of Defendants with regard to the possible release of the
video records and death scene photographs in their possession which depict Mrs.
Brancheau or parts of her. For the reasons stated in this Complaint, Plaintiffs
request that this Court issue a permanent injunction enjoining Defendants from
releasing the video records to anyone except their legal owner, SeaWorld, and
enjoining Defendants from releasing or disseminating copies of the incident
photographs in their custody which depict Mrs. Brancheau during or after her
death.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

7. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to the declaratory
judgment act, §§ 86.011 and 86.061, Fla. Stat., and the Court’s general jurisdiction.

8. Venue is proper within this jurisdiction pursuant to § 47.011, Fla.
Stat., because Defendant, the Sheriff of Orange County, Florida, is a constitutional
officer who maintains his office in Orange County, and Defendant, the District
Nine Medical Examiner’s Office, is a public agency established in and operating in
Orange County, Florida. Venue is also appropriate because the video records and

death scene photographs which are the subject matter of this Complaint are



currently in the possession of and maintained by Defendants at their offices in
Orange County, Florida.
PARTIES
9. Plaintiff SCOTT BRANCHEAU is the husband and survivor of the
decedent, Dawn Brancheau. Mr. Brancheau is a Florida citizen with privacy

interests recognized under Article I, Section 23, Florida Constitution. Mr.

Brancheau would be greatly harmed if the video recordings or death scene































