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AGRICULTURE:
AGRICULTURE (USDA)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE (FNS)

 

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, resource limits and exclusions, and extended certification periods: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 1, 2010
[TEXT]   

The Food and Nutrition Service amends the regulations for the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR). The changes are to improve program service, ensure consistency between the FDPIR and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (formerly the Food Stamp Program), and respond to concerns expressed by the National Association of Food Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations (NAFDPIR) that the current FDPIR resource limits are insufficient for the target populations and serve as a barrier to participation. The rule is meant to increase the maximum level of allowable resources to the same level permitted under the SNAP (including the establishment of a resource limit of $3,000 for FDPIR households with a disabled member in accordance with Section 4107 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-171), and annual adjustments for inflation in accordance with Section 4104 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 110-246), allow a resource exclusion for the first $1,500 of the equity value of one pre-paid funeral arrangement per household member, and allow households in which all members are elderly and/or disabled to be certified for up to 24 months.
---------------

---------------

---------------
COMMERCE:
COMMERCE (DOC)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS) AND NATIONAL OCEANIC AND 

ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA) 
Fisheries of the exclusive economic zone off Alaska, Atka mackerel in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands management area: Temporary rule, modification of a closure, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective 1200 hrs. Alaska local time Jan. 25, 2010, comments by 4:30 p.m. A.l.t. Feb. 9, 2010
[TEXT]
The National Marine Fisheries Service opens directed fishing for Atka mackerel in the 

Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering Sea subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands management area (BSAI) for vessels participating in the BSAI trawl limited access fishery. This action is to fully use the 2010 A season total allowable catch of Atka mackerel in these areas specified for vessels participating in the BSAI trawl limited access fishery.

Fisheries of the northeastern United States, summer founder fishery, quota transfer: Temporary rule, quota transfer, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Jan. 25 through Dec. 31, 2010
[TEXT]
The National Marine Fisheries Service announces that the state of North Carolina is transferring a part of its 2010 commercial summer flounder quota to Virginia. By this action, the agency adjusts the quotas and announces the revised commercial quota for each state involved.

---------------

---------------

---------------

ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & RESOURCES:
ENERGY (DOE)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
Energy Conservation Program, certification, compliance, and enforcement requirements for certain consumer products and commercial and industrial equipment: Final rule, technical correction, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Feb. 4, 2010
[TEXT]   
The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy publishes a technical correction to the final rule regarding the certification, compliance and enforcement regulations published Jan. 5, 2010. In that final rule, the U.S. Department of Energy adopted regulations to implement reporting requirements for energy conservation standards and energy use, and to address other matters, including compliance certification, prohibited actions, and enforcement procedures for specific consumer products and commercial and industrial equipment. Due to drafting errors, language added to the rule in one amendment was deleted from the rule by another amendment, and certain erroneous internal cross references were made. This correction addresses these errors.

PROPOSED REGULATIONS

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (FERC)

 

Control and affiliations for market-based rate requirements under Section 205 of the Federal Power Act and the requirements of Section 203 of the Federal Power Act: Notice of proposed rulemaking, published Jan. 28, 2010, comments by March 29, 2010
[TEXT]   
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission proposes to amend its regulations under Sections 203 and 205 of the Federal Power Act to grant blanket authorization to acquire securities under Section 203 and amend the definitions of “affiliate” in Subpart H and Subpart I of Part 35 of the agency's regulations. The agency seeks public comment on the proposal to amend the regulations.

----------------

----------------

----------------

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC)

PROPOSED REGULATIONS

Natural Resources Defense Council, denial of petition for rulemaking: Petition for rulemaking, denial, published Jan. 28, 2010
[TEXT]   
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission denies a petition for rulemaking submitted by the Natural Resources Defense Council (PRM-50-90). The petitioner requested that the NRC amend the regulations for domestic licensing of highly enriched uranium (HEU) production and utilization facilities to establish a date when the NRC would no longer license the domestic use or export of HEU except for restricted use by a few specialized facilities. According to the NRC the petitioner has not demonstrated that existing NRC licensing, security and export regulations do not currently provide for reasonable assurance of adequate protection of the public health and safety, and the common defense and security of the United States.

----------------

----------------

---------------- 

HEALTH:
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (HHS)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (HRSA)

 

National practitioner data bank for adverse information on physicians and other health care practitioners, reporting on adverse and negative actions: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 1, 2010
[TEXT]  [PDF]
The Health Resources and Services Administration revises existing regulations under Sections 401 through 432 of the Health Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986, for the National Practitioner Data Bank for Adverse Information on Physicians and Other Health Care Practitioners, to incorporate statutory requirements under Section 1921 of the Social Security Act, as amended by Section 5(b) of the Medicare and Medicaid Patient and Program Protection Act of 1987 (MMPPPA), and as amended by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA).

    The MMPPPA, along with certain additional provisions in the OBRA, was designed to protect program beneficiaries from unfit health care practitioners, and otherwise improve the anti-fraud provisions of Medicare and state health care programs. Section 1921, the statutory authority upon which this regulatory action is based, requires each state to adopt a system of reporting to the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services certain adverse licensure actions taken against health care practitioners and health care entities licensed or otherwise authorized by a state (or a political subdivision thereof) to provide health care services. It also requires each state to report any negative actions or findings that a state licensing authority, peer review organization, or private accreditation entity has concluded against a health care practitioner or health care entity.

----------------
----------------
----------------
MONEY:
FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
Risk-based capital guidelines, capital adequacy guidelines, capital maintenance, regulatory capital, impact of modifications to generally accepted accounting principles, consolidation of asset-backed commercial paper programs; and other related issues: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 29, 2010, banking organizations may elect to comply with this final rule as of the beginning of their first annual reporting period that begins after Nov. 15, 2009
[TEXT]   
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the Office of Thrift Supervision amend their general risk-based and advanced risk-based capital adequacy frameworks by adopting a final rule that eliminates the exclusion of certain consolidated asset-backed commercial paper programs from risk-weighted assets; provides for an optional two-quarter implementation delay followed by an optional two-quarter partial implementation of the effect on risk-weighted assets that results from changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; provides for an optional two-quarter delay, followed by an optional two-quarter phase-in, of the application of the agencies' regulatory limit on the inclusion of the allowance for loan and lease losses (ALLL) in tier 2 capital for the part of the ALLL associated with the assets a banking organization consolidates as a result of changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; and provides a reservation of authority to permit the agencies to require a banking organization to treat entities that are not consolidated under accounting standards as if they were consolidated for risk-based capital purposes, commensurate with the risk relationship of the banking organization to the structure. The delay and subsequent phase-in periods of the implementation apply only to the agencies' risk-based capital requirements, not the leverage ratio requirement.

----------------

----------------

----------------

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM (FRS)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
Risk-based capital guidelines, capital adequacy guidelines, capital maintenance, regulatory capital, impact of modifications to generally accepted accounting principles, consolidation of asset-backed commercial paper programs; and other related issues: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 29, 2010, banking organizations may elect to comply with this final rule as of the beginning of their first annual reporting period that begins after Nov. 15, 2009
[TEXT]   
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the Office of Thrift Supervision amend their general risk-based and advanced risk-based capital adequacy frameworks by adopting a final rule that eliminates the exclusion of certain consolidated asset-backed commercial paper programs from risk-weighted assets; provides for an optional two-quarter implementation delay followed by an optional two-quarter partial implementation of the effect on risk-weighted assets that results from changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; provides for an optional two-quarter delay, followed by an optional two-quarter phase-in, of the application of the agencies' regulatory limit on the inclusion of the allowance for loan and lease losses (ALLL) in tier 2 capital for the part of the ALLL associated with the assets a banking organization consolidates as a result of changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; and provides a reservation of authority to permit the agencies to require a banking organization to treat entities that are not consolidated under accounting standards as if they were consolidated for risk-based capital purposes, commensurate with the risk relationship of the banking organization to the structure. The delay and subsequent phase-in periods of the implementation apply only to the agencies' risk-based capital requirements, not the leverage ratio requirement.

----------------

----------------

----------------

TREASURY (USDT)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY (OCC)

 

Risk-based capital guidelines, capital adequacy guidelines, capital maintenance, regulatory capital, impact of modifications to generally accepted accounting principles, consolidation of asset-backed commercial paper programs; and other related issues: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 29, 2010, banking organizations may elect to comply with this final rule as of the beginning of their first annual reporting period that begins after Nov. 15, 2009
[TEXT]   
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the Office of Thrift Supervision amend their general risk-based and advanced risk-based capital adequacy frameworks by adopting a final rule that eliminates the exclusion of certain consolidated asset-backed commercial paper programs from risk-weighted assets; provides for an optional two-quarter implementation delay followed by an optional two-quarter partial implementation of the effect on risk-weighted assets that results from changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; provides for an optional two-quarter delay, followed by an optional two-quarter phase-in, of the application of the agencies' regulatory limit on the inclusion of the allowance for loan and lease losses (ALLL) in tier 2 capital for the part of the ALLL associated with the assets a banking organization consolidates as a result of changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; and provides a reservation of authority to permit the agencies to require a banking organization to treat entities that are not consolidated under accounting standards as if they were consolidated for risk-based capital purposes, commensurate with the risk relationship of the banking organization to the structure. The delay and subsequent phase-in periods of the implementation apply only to the agencies' risk-based capital requirements, not the leverage ratio requirement.

----------------

----------------

THRIFT SUPERVISION OFFICE (OTS)

 

Risk-based capital guidelines, capital adequacy guidelines, capital maintenance, regulatory capital, impact of modifications to generally accepted accounting principles, consolidation of asset-backed commercial paper programs; and other related issues: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 29, 2010, banking organizations may elect to comply with this final rule as of the beginning of their first annual reporting period that begins after Nov. 15, 2009
[TEXT]   
The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the Office of Thrift Supervision amend their general risk-based and advanced risk-based capital adequacy frameworks by adopting a final rule that eliminates the exclusion of certain consolidated asset-backed commercial paper programs from risk-weighted assets; provides for an optional two-quarter implementation delay followed by an optional two-quarter partial implementation of the effect on risk-weighted assets that results from changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; provides for an optional two-quarter delay, followed by an optional two-quarter phase-in, of the application of the agencies' regulatory limit on the inclusion of the allowance for loan and lease losses (ALLL) in tier 2 capital for the part of the ALLL associated with the assets a banking organization consolidates as a result of changes to U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; and provides a reservation of authority to permit the agencies to require a banking organization to treat entities that are not consolidated under accounting standards as if they were consolidated for risk-based capital purposes, commensurate with the risk relationship of the banking organization to the structure. The delay and subsequent phase-in periods of the implementation apply only to the agencies' risk-based capital requirements, not the leverage ratio requirement.

----------------

----------------

----------------

NATIONAL SECURITY:
HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
COAST GUARD (USCG)
Security zone, escorted vessels, Charleston, South Carolina: Correction, published Jan. 28, 2010

[TEXT]
The U.S. Coast Guard inadvertently published rule document E8-11863 in the Proposed Rules section of the May 28, 2008 Federal Register, beginning on page 30560. The agency corrects the placement for that rule to the Rules and Regulations section.

----------------

----------------

----------------

TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION (DOT)

NEWLY PUBLISHED REGULATIONS
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA)

 

Airworthiness directives, Airbus Model A330–201, –202, –203, –223, –243, –301, –302, –303, –321, –322, –323, –341, –342, and –343 series airplanes, Model A340-211, -212, -213, -311, -312, and -313 series airplanes, and Model A340-541 and -642 airplanes: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 4, 2010
[TEXT]
PURPOSE: This airworthiness directive (AD) requires actions intended to correct the unsafe condition described in the summary, below.
SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation Administration adopts a new AD for Airbus Model A330–201, –202, –203, –223, –243, –301, –302, –303, –321, –322, –323, –341, –342, and –343 series airplanes, Model A340-211, -212, -213, -311, -312, and -313 series airplanes, and Model A340-541 and -642 airplanes. This AD results from mandatory continuing airworthiness information (MCAI) originated by an aviation authority of another country to identify and correct an unsafe condition on an aviation product. The MCAI describes the unsafe condition as:

    During a scheduled maintenance inspection on the MLG [main landing gear], the bogie stop pad was found deformed and cracked. Upon removal of the bogie stop pad for replacement, the bogie beam was also found cracked.

* * * * *

    A second bogie beam crack has subsequently been found on another aircraft, located under a bogie stop pad which only had superficial paint damage.

    This condition, if not detected and corrected, could result in the aircraft departing the runway or to the bogie detaching from the aircraft or gear collapses, which would all constitute unsafe conditions at speeds above 30 knots.

* * * * *

Airworthiness directives, BAE SYSTEMS (Operations) Limited Model BAe 146 and Avro 146–RJ airplanes: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 4, 2010
[TEXT]   
PURPOSE: This airworthiness directive (AD) requires actions intended to correct the unsafe condition described in the summary, below.
SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation Administration adopts a new AD for BAE SYSTEMS (Operations) Limited Model BAe 146 and Avro 146–RJ airplanes that involves breakage where the wing attaches to the airplane. This AD results from mandatory continuing airworthiness information (MCAI) originated by an aviation authority of another country to identify and correct an unsafe condition on an aviation product. The MCAI describes the unsafe condition as:

    Reports have been received of finding corrosion at the Frame 29 wing-to-fuselage attachment lug plate joint. This condition, if not detected and corrected, could result in a degradation of the structural integrity of Frame 29 and the wing-to-fuselage attachment.

* * * * *

The unsafe condition is degradation of the structural integrity of Frame 29 and the wing-to-fuselage attachment, which could result in loss of control of the airplane. 
Airworthiness directives, Eurocopter France Model AS332L1, AS332L2, and EC225LP helicopters: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Feb. 12, 2010, comments by March 29, 2010  
[TEXT]   
PURPOSE: This airworthiness directive (AD) requires actions intended to correct the unsafe condition described in the summary, below.
SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation Administration adopts a new AD for the Eurocopter France Model AS332L1, AS332L2, and EC225LP helicopters. This AD results from mandatory continuing airworthiness information (MCAI) issued by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), which is the Technical Agent for the Member States of the European Community. The MCAI states: 
“Recently, a report was received concerning the discovery of fragments of a plastic blanking plug (fitted to the harness belt buckle 5th attachment point) inside a seat harness belt buckle. Over time, this blanking plug hardens and becomes brittle. This condition, if not corrected, can lead to failure of the plug and fragments being caught inside the buckle, causing interference and preventing the belt from being released during an emergency evacuation of the aircraft.” 
Airworthiness directives, Eurocopter France Model SE3160, SA315B, SA316B, SA316C, and SA319B helicopters: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Feb. 12, 2010
[TEXT]   
PURPOSE: This airworthiness directive (AD) is prompted by reports from the Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) holder of disbonds at the fittings, doublers, and the tip weight fitting in Eurocopter France Model SE3160, SA315B, SA316B, SA316C, and SA319B helicopters. The actions specified by this AD are intended to prevent blade failure and subsequent loss of control of the helicopter.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation Administration supersedes an existing AD for Eurocopter France Model SE3160, SA315B, SA316B, SA316C, and SA319B helicopters. The existing AD requires certain inspections of a main rotor blade (blade) manufactured under a Parts Manufacturer Approval under STC SH778GL. The AD requires inspecting each affected root end bolt (bolt) and bolt-hole for corrosion or a crack on the blade root end fitting or in a bolt-hole. For certain serial-numbered blades, the AD also requires a one-time pull test on each fitting and blade root end doubler to detect disbonding. This AD requires certain inspections for voids in any doubler or fitting and for paint cracks along the forward and aft edge of the blade fitting. Also, this AD requires inspecting the blade tip weight housing attachment. This AD also requires replacing unairworthy blades with airworthy blades.
Airworthiness directives, Fokker Services B.V. Model F.28 Mark 0070 and 0100 airplanes: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective March 4, 2010
[TEXT]   
PURPOSE: This airworthiness directive (AD) requires actions intended to correct the unsafe condition described in the summary, below.
SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation Administration adopts a new AD for Fokker Services B.V. Model F.28 Mark 0070 and 0100 airplanes. This AD results from mandatory continuing airworthiness information (MCAI) originated by an aviation authority of another country to identify and correct an unsafe condition on an aviation product. The MCAI describes the unsafe condition as:

    Several cases have been reported where a passenger door actuator detached from the passenger door. This caused the passenger door to drop to the platform in an uncontrolled manner.

    This condition, if not corrected, could result in injury to persons on the ground and damage to the aircraft.

* * * * *

Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Departure Procedures, miscellaneous amendments, page 4487: Final rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Jan. 28, 2010, compliance dates complex
[TEXT]   
The Federal Aviation Administration establishes, amends, suspends, or revokes Standard Instrument Approach Procedures and associated Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Departure Procedures for operations at certain airports. These regulatory actions are due to the adoption of new or revised criteria, or due to changes occurring in the National Airspace System, such as the commissioning of new navigational facilities, adding new obstacles, or changing air traffic requirements. 

These changes are designed to provide safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace and to promote safe flight operations under instrument flight rules at the affected airports.

Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Departure Procedures, miscellaneous amendments, page 4488: Final Rule, published Jan. 28, 2010, effective Jan. 28, 2010, compliance dates complex
[TEXT]   
The Federal Aviation Administration establishes, amends, suspends, or revokes Standard Instrument Approach Procedures (SIAPs) and associated Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Departure Procedures for operations at certain airports. These regulatory actions are due to the adoption of new or revised criteria, or due to changes occurring in the National Airspace System, such as the commissioning of new navigational facilities, adding new obstacles, or changing air traffic requirements. These changes are designed to provide safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace and to promote safe flight operations under instrument flight rules at the affected airports.

PROPOSED REGULATIONS

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION (FMCSA)

 

Requests for nominations, Uniform Carrier Registration Plan Board of Directors: Notice Requesting Public Comment on Motor Carrier Industry Nominations to the Board of Directors, published Jan. 28, 2010, nominations by Feb. 12, 2010
[TEXT]  
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration solicits nominations and applications from interested persons to serve as motor carrier industry representatives on the Board of Directors of the Unified Carrier Registration Plan, which governs the Uniform Carrier Registration Agreement (UCRA), as authorized by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users. The agency will appoint five members from the motor carrier industry. The UCRA governs the registration and the collection and distribution of fees paid by for-hire and private motor carriers, brokers, freight forwarders, and leasing companies. The UCRA replaced the Single State Registration System, which was repealed Jan. 1, 2008.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION (NHTSA)

 

Uniform criteria for state observational surveys of seat belt use: Notice of proposed rulemaking, published Jan. 28, 2010, written comments by March 29, 2010
[TEXT]   
This National Highway Traffic Safety Administration proposes amendments to the regulations establishing the criteria for designing and conducting state seat belt use observational surveys, procedures for obtaining NHTSA approval of survey designs, and a new form for reporting seat belt use rates to the NHTSA. The NHTSA proposes these amendments so that future surveys will give states more accurate data to guide their occupant protection programs.

----------------

----------------

----------------

