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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 09-CV-21604-King-Bandstra

CHRISTOPHER NEWSOM,
SANDRA NEWSOM
. L FILED by_l/I__ D.C.

Plaintiffs ELECTRONIC

VS.
June 12,2009

CARNIVAL CORP’ STEVEN M. LARIMORE
d/b/a CARNIVAL CRUISE LINES, INC. DS OF FLA AR

Defendant.

COMPLAINT

COME NOW, the Plaintiffs, CHRISTOPHER NEWSOM and SANDRA
NEWSOM, by and through undersigned counsel, and sue the Defendant,
CARNIVAL CORP. d/b/a Carnival Cruise Lines, Inc., and further state as

follows:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

1. This is a cause of action which is brought in the District Court for the
Seuthern District, Florida pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1333 and the forum
selection clause of Plaintiffs’ passenger cruise tickets with Defendant.
The cause of action is in excess of $75,000.00. There is diversity of
citizenship. Plaintiffs are residents of the state of New York. This is

a maritime cause of action.

lofb


http://www.courthousenews.com

20f5

Wwww.courthousenews.conj

Case 1:09-cv-21604-JLK  Document1l  Entered on FLSD Docket 06/12/2009 Page 2 of 5

Plaintiffs have complied with all conditions precedent to bringing this
action.
Defendant is, upon information and belief, a foreign and/or
Panamanian Corporation which is licensed to do business in Florida
as a cruise line. Defendant’s base of operations is in Miami, Dade
County, Florida.

COUNT ONE-NEGLIGENCE
Plaintiffs reaver and reallege paragraphs One through Three.
On or about February 28, 2009, Plaintiffs were adult fare paying
passengers on Defendant’s vessel CARNIVAL FREEDOM.
Defendant owned and/or operated the CARNIVAL FREEDOM on
the aforesaid date.
At all times material Defendant owed Plaintiffs a duty of reasonable
care in the circumstances aboard its vessel.
Notwithstanding Defendant’s duty as aforesaid, Defendant breached
its duty by unreasonably:
a. Failed to warn Plaintiffs that a coconut cake would be served at
their wedding reception which they had contracted for aboard ship;
b. Failed to provide Plaintiffs with a white cake with vanilla frosting

served at their wedding reception;
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10.

11.

12.

c. Misrepresented to Plaintiffs after it served a coconut cake at their
wedding reception that there was no coconut cake aboard when
subsequently on the cruise, a coconut cake was served to dinner
guests in the main dining rooms and appeared on the dinner menu.

As a result of the foregoing, the Plaintiff SANDRA NEWSOM was
injured when she was served a coconut cake at her wedding reception.
Plaintiff SANDRA NEWSOM is severely allergic to coconut. Both
Plaintiffs also suffered embarrassment and emotional distress when
their wedding reception was ruined and their wedding night was spent
caring for an ill bride.

At all times material, the Defendant either created the negligent
conditions of which Plaintiffs complain or Defendant had actual
knowledge of the dangerous conditions hereinbefore alleged in
paragraph seven to have caused or contributed to causing Plaintiffs’
injury.

At all times material, Plaintiffs acted with due care for their own
safety.

At all times material hereto, Defendant was in direct control of the
vessel where Plaintiffs were injured.

As a result of the negligence of the Defendant as aforesaid, the
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Plaintiff SANDRA NEWSOM was injured in and about her body and
extremities and suffered pain; both Plaintiffs suffered mental and
emotional distress and anguish therefrom; incurred medical expense
and physical handicap and a loss of the ability to enjoy life; Plaintiff
SANDRA NEWSOM suffered an aggravation of a pre-existing
condition, and both Plaintiffs suffered a loss of enjoyment of the
cruise and the cost of their wedding reception and party, which was
ruined. Said personal injuries are permanent and/or continuing in
nature and the Plaintiffs shall continue to suffer such losses and
impairments in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs demands judgment from Defendant for damages

and costs. Jury trial is demanded.

DATED this /b day of JUM_ 2000

HOFFMAN LAW FIRM
Mission Bay Office Plaza
20283 State Road 7, Suite 300
Boca Raton, FL 33498
Telephone: 561-300-4246

By: @ /a/k\__/—\

PAUL M. HOFFMAN
Florida Bar No: 0279897
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