Wwww.courthousenews.conj

approved: 3 ﬁ% (il’Lf/{7
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ERIC SWYDER '
Assigtant United Stakes AtlLorneys

Before:  HONORABLE THEODORE H. KATY ﬂ 8 558
United States Magistrabte Judg .
gouthern District of New York

G 2703

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; SEALED COMPLAINT

- V. - : viglation of
18 0.8.C. B 18463
FARSHID JABEDI,
COUNTY OF DFPLNSE:
Defendant. : New York

GECRGE BHNIS, being duly sworn, deposes and says that
he is a Special Ageny with the. Federal Burgau of Investigation,
{*WEI"), and charges as follows:

COURT ONE
{Chestruction of Justice)

i. Ont or aboul December 18, 2008, in the Southern
District of Wew York and slsewhere, FARBHID JARHEDI, the
defendant, unlawfully, wilifully, and koowingly 4did coxruptly
influence, obstruct, and impede, and endeaver te influencs,
obstruct, and impede. fthe due administration of justice, to wit,
JRHEDI corrupbly withheld, concealed, and destroyed documents
that were reguested by a Grand Jury subpoena which was pevsonally
gerved on JAHEDT on December 17, 2008. '

{Pithe 18, United States (ode, Section 1503.)

The bases for my knowledge and for the foregoing
charge, are, in part, as f[ollows:

2. I am & Special Agent with the FBI. 1 have been
peracnally involwved in the investigation of this mabter, and I
base this affidavit on that personal experience, ag well ag on my
conversations with other law enforgement agents and nmy
examination of various reports and records. Because this
affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of
establishing probable cause for the ocffense cited above, it does
not include all the facis that have been learned during the
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course of the investigation. Where the contents of conversations
of others are reported herein, they are reported in zum and
substance and in part.

3. 1 am the case agent in charge of an investigation
of Assa Corporation {“Assa Corp.”"). a New York corporate entity;
hega Company Limited {“Assa Co. Ltd.”}, a corporstion domiciled

in Jersey, Channel Islands, United Kingdowm; and Bank Melll Iran
{*Banit Melli”), an Iranian-chartered bank owned by the Government
of Iran. The investigation concerns a 1985 transaction involving
§50 Fifth Avenue, New York, Hew York, a Manhattan office tower
{*the Building”’} which iz largely filled by commercial tenmants.
The Building was constructed in 18706 by the Pahlavi Foundation,
a non-preofit organization then directed by the Shah of Iran, with
a leoan from Bank Melli. The Pahlavi Foundation's name was
changed several times and it currently callsd the Alavi
Foundation {*Alavi”). In 128%, in order to aveid a substantial
anticipated tax liability, Alavi repald lts mortgage bo Bank
Melli by selling a 40% interest in the Bullding to hgsa Corp., a
subsidiary of Assa Co. Ltd., both of which were shell companies
owned by Bank Melli. In 1992%, the U, 5. Treasury Department’s
Office of Foreign Assel Control identifisd Bank Melii and its
pffiges worlidwide as entities “owned or controlled by the
Government of JTran.” 31 C.F.R., Part 560, App. A. Accordingly,
Bank Melli is subject to the Iranian Transactions Regulations
{*ITR"), Title 21 United States Code of Federal Regulations, Part
560, and Assa Co.’'s interest in the Bullding and its rents is
subject to civil forfeituyxe, as fully set forth in a Verified
Complaint, United States v. All Right, Title, and Interest of

Asga Corporation, Assga Company Lbtd., and Bank Melli Ivan in 8850
Fifrh Avenue Companyv et al., 08 Clv, 10934 {(RJH) {(“the Verified

Complaint?}, filed on December 17, 2008, in United Staltes
Pistrict Ceourt for the Southern District of lNew York, a complaint
which I verified. The Verified Complaint 1s attached hereto as
Exhibit B and is incorporated by reference herein. It containg a
fuller descriprion of the investigation and the facts underlying
the allegations in the Verifisd Complaint.

4. On Decembexr 17, 2008, at about the same Cime Lhal
the Verified Complaint was being served on the relgvant civil
defendants, FBI agents and other law enforcement personnel
working with them interviewed JAHEDI, whe is the current
pregident of Alavi, at his offices in New York, New York. JAHEDI
was then served, as president of dlavi, with a Grand Jury
subpoena dated December 17, 2008, directed to Alavi, attention of
JAHEDRT {the “Grand Jury Subpoena”).

5. The Grand Jury Subpoena commanded Alavi to
provide, for the time pericd from 1%8% to the present, “any and
all documents relating or referring to” the fpllowing entities:
650 Sth Avenue Company, alse known as 650 Fifth dvenue Company;
tha Alavi Poundation of Rew York; Assa Corporabion; and Assa
Company, Limited. The Grand Jury Subpoena also specified that

g
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the scope of the reguest “"should include, but not be limited to,”
the following items:

a. “Contracts and/or agreements relating to
financial transactions of any type and kind,
ingluding sale, purchase, rental, management,
leame or transfer of ownership;

Ir. Minancial statements;

o, Depogit slips and Seposit items Lo which the
slips relate (front and back);

. fancelled chechks;
e. Payment receipts;

£. Records of transfer of fundsg by wire,
goliection, orx internal transfer {incoming
and outgolingl

. Correspondence, to include e-mails, faxes,
age. ¥

G, When FARSHID JAHEDI, the defendant, was handed
that Grand Jury Subpoena, agents reviewed the Grand Jury Subpoena
with JAREDY and asked JAHEDYI if he understood what the Grand Jury
Subpeena directed him to produce. JAHEDI confirmed that he
understopd what thse Grand Jury Subpoena required of him. In
addition, JAHERI was cautioned by agentsg not Lo destioy any of
the documents regquested by the Grand Jury Subposna. JAHEDI
confirmed that Alavi would comply with the subpoena and that he
{FEHEDT} would not destroy dccumean called for by the Grand Jury
Subpoena.

7. Following this interview, on December 18, 2008,
FBI persomel conducting survelllance of FARSHID JAHEDIL, the
defendant,, witnessed the following:

a. JAHERT left hig office and took a Lrain Lo
the town where he resides, where he entered an aubomobile;

b, JEHEDT then drove in a circuibous manner Lo a
location near his residence;

a. after parking, JAHEDI waitad in.the car for
approxmimately five minutes and then exited the car;

da, After exiting the car, JEHERT walked to a
public trash ¢an, while appearing to aLtcmpL to determine whether
anyone was following him;


http://www.courthousenews.com

Wwww.courthousenews.conj

8, Upon reaching the trash can, JRHEDY discarded
papers he had retrieved Lrom his pockets.

2. FRI persommel subseguently retfrieved the papers
from the trash can, and determined that they vere rorn documents
in EBnglish and Farsl, both handwritten and typed. Based on
preliminary ¢fforts te wetonsbtruct the documents, it appears that
they are rasponsgive Lo the Grand Jury Subpoena. For instance,
two of the torn documents refer to Assa Ltd. Another of the
documents contains a handwritten diagram appearing to depict
relationships or transactions involving assa Co., Assa Ltd., and
850 Fifth Avenue Company. Another handwritten dopument refers to
a property sale.

WHEREFORE, deponent respectfully reguests thab a
warrant be isgsued for the arvest of FARSHID JAHEDI, the
defendant, and that he be arrested and imprisoned or bailed as
the case may be,

ok

GEORGE BNNIS =~ F
ghecial Egent
Federal BPureau of
Investigation

orn Lo bafore me Lthis
!' th day of December, 2008,

S etre s

HOMORARLE THECDORE H. XATZ é.f
B

UNITED BTATES MAGISTRATE J
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF BEW Y


http://www.courthousenews.com

